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A  handmade  card  from  neighbors  in  Noe  Valley  is  one  of  the  reasons  15-year-old  Loren 
Schaller,  surrounded  by  parents  Tim  and  Linda  Schaller,  is  on  the  mend  after  being  seriously 
injured  in  an  unprovoked  knife  attack  last  May.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Loren  Schaller ’s  Road  to  Recovery 

By  Lorraine  Sanders 


Human  Touch 
Keeps  Streetlight 
Records  Spinning 

By  Reema  Bahnasy 

“TV  \  usic  is  the  most  important  thing 
LVXin  life,”  says  Art  Casares,  an  em¬ 
ployee  at  Streetlight  Records  on  24th 
Street  at  Noe  since  1996.  “Few  things  are 
more  gratifying  than  being  able  to  expose 
people  to  music  they  don’t  know  about.” 

A  self-professed  fanatical  record  col¬ 
lector  since  the  age  of  6,  Casares,  43,  is 
one  of  a  crew  of  employees  whose  pas¬ 
sion  for  music  has  made  Streetlight  a 
long-playing  institution  in  Noe  Valley. 

Billing  itself  as  the  “music  and  movie 
lovers’  store,”  Streetlight  has  been  ped¬ 
dling  its  new  and  used  wares  for  3 1  years, 
selling  everything  from  vinyl  LPs,  45s, 
and  cassette  tapes,  to  more  recent  addi¬ 
tions  of  CDs,  DVDs,  and  used  Xbox  and 
PlayStation  games. 

Assistant  Manager  Mike  Dineen,  34, 
who  plays  guitar  in  local  indie  band  Top 
Critters,  is  one  of  a  number  of  musicians 
and  creative  types  working  at  the  store. 
Having  grown  up  just  three  blocks  away 
at  25th  and  Noe,  Dineen,  still  the  proud 
owner  of  his  boyhood  Winnie-the-Pooh 
record  player,  has  been  with  Streetlight 
for  12  years.  He  recalls  a  time  when  Noe 
Valley  was  a  more  tightly-knit  neighbor¬ 
hood.  “Everyone  used  to  know  who  every¬ 
one’s  kids  were,”  says  Dineen.  “Noe  was 
its  own  little  town  within  San  Francisco. 
There  was  a  huge  sense  of  community.” 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  1 1 

Incanto’s 
Chris  Cosentino: 

A  Chef  with  Food 
On  the  Brain 

By  Olivia  Boler 

Mark  Pastore,  owner  of  Incanto 
Restaurant  and  Wine  Bar  on 
Church  Street,  recalls  his  first  meeting 
with  his  restaurant’s  chef,  Chris 
Cosentino.  It  was  2003,  a  year  after  In¬ 
canto  opened.  Pastore  interviewed  over  a 
hundred  candidates  for  the  job.  He  called 
a  friend  who  immediately  recommended 
an  ambitious  young  man.  “Chris  pulled 
up  on  his  bicycle  with  the  faux-hawk  and 
tattoos,”  Pastore  says  with  a  fond  laugh. 
“I  knew  my  prayers  had  been  answered.” 

Chef  Cosentino  might  wear  the  trap¬ 
pings  of  a  punk  rocker — what  he  de¬ 
scribes  as  his  Upper  Playground  (a  Lower 
Haight  shop)  T-shirt,  rolled-up  jeans,  and 
clogs— but  he’s  all  business  when  it 
comes  to  the  fine  Italian  cuisine  that  is  a 
major  part  of  his  heritage  and  daily  life. 
Working  16  hours  a  day  doesn’t  leave 
much  time  for  relaxation — never  mind  a 
rock-and-roll  lifestyle — for  this  chef, 
businessman,  retired  bicycle  racer,  hus¬ 
band,  and  father  of  a  3-year-old  boy. 

“I  don’t  do  the  Martha’s  Coffee  thing. 


Sitting  on  the  floor  of  her  family  room 
on  a  recent  Sunday  afternoon  and 
knitting  a  white  scarf,  high  school  sopho¬ 
more  Loren  Schaller  does  not  look  like 
someone  who’s  spent  the  last  eight 
months  recovering  from  a  violent  attack 
by  a  mentally  disturbed  ex-convict  that 
left  her  without  the  use  of  one  arm. 

But  that’s  Loren  Schaller:  calm,  cre¬ 
ative,  and  resilient. 

“We’ve  all  had  to  think.  How  would  we 
be  in  that  situation? — literally  bleeding  to 
death  on  the  floor,”  asks  Loren’s  mom. 


I  don’t  hang  out  on  24th  Street,”  Cosen¬ 
tino,  35,  admits.  He  lives  near  Dolores  Park 
and  rides  his  bicycle  to  work.  “I  would 
like  to  think  that  people  view  [Incanto]  as 
a  huge  part  of  the  neighborhood.” 

He  says  a  large  percentage  of  the 
restaurant’s  diners  are  Noe  Valley  locals, 
but  with  high  praise  and  accolades  from 
industry  insiders,  including  inclusion  on 
San  Francisco  Chronicle's  list  of  Top  100 
Restaurants  and  a  2006  Sante  magazine 


Linda  Schaller,  who,  along  with  her  hus¬ 
band  Tim,  has  lived  in  the  family’s  Hoff¬ 
man  Avenue  home  since  well  before  their 
daughter  was  bom. 

When  Loren,  a  student  at  the  Bay 
School  who  celebrates  her  16th  birthday 
in  January,  received  multiple  life-threat¬ 
ening  stab  wounds  on  May  19  as  she 
stood  in  line  at  Creighton’s  Bakery  on 
Portola  Drive,  she  managed  to  remain 
conscious  as  local  doctor  Sang-ick  Chang, 
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award  in  the  sustainable  foods  category, 
Incanto  draws  customers  from  all  over  the 
Bay  Area. 

In  fact,  because  of  Cosentino’s  recent 
turn  on  the  Food  Network  television  se¬ 
ries  The  Next  Iron  Chef,  Incanto  is  getting 
a  lot  of  business  from — wait  for  it — 
Clevelanders.  If  readers  aren’t  familiar 
with  the  show.  The  Next  Iron  Chef,  an  off- 
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Local  Resident’s 
Oak  Tree  Wins 
Landmark  Status 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

A  majestic,  century-old  oak  tree  resid¬ 
ing  in  the  back  yard  of  Robert  and 
Susan  Call’s  home  on  23rd  Street  has  be¬ 
come  the  first  tree  in  Noe  Valley  to  be  des¬ 
ignated  an  official  city  landmark. 

The  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervi¬ 
sors  awarded  the  tree  the  special  status  at 
its  Nov.  13  meeting,  and  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom  signed  the  decree  into  law  the 
next  day. 

Upon  learning  of  the  city’s  decision, 
the  Calls  said  they  were  very  happy  and 
relieved. 

“It’s  great.  It  has  been  a  long  process,” 
said  Robert  Call,  who  initiated  the  quest 
to  preserve  the  tree  more  than  a  year  ago. 

The  Calls’  tree  now  joins  12  other  in¬ 
dividual  trees,  and  the  palm  trees  that 
grace  the  Dolores  Street  median  strip,  in 
gaining  landmark  status  in  San  Francisco. 

The  designation  gives  the  trees — 
whether  on  private  or  public  property — 
extraordinary  protection  from  being 
chopped  down  or  from  having  their 
branches,  roots,  or  trunks  maimed.  Even 
a  future  owner  of  the  Calls’  home  would 
have  to  live  with  the  restrictions,  said  Mei 
Ling  Hui,  coordinator  for  the  Urban 
Forestry  Council,  which  advises  the  San 
Francisco  Environment  Department  on 
landmark  trees. 

.  Though  native  to  San  Francisco,  the 
tree  in  the  Calls’  back  yard,  a  Coast  Live 
Oak  (Quercus  agrifolia ),  is  indeed  a  rare 
and  impressive  specimen. 

The  towering  tree  stretches  skyward 
some  35  to  40  feet  and  has  a  50-foot-wide 
crown  that  practically  covers  their  yard 
and  a  third  of  their  neighbor’s. 

The  tree  is  not  visible  from  the  front  of 
the  Calls’  home  at  4124  23rd  Street.  But 
it  is  in  the  view  of  many  neighbors  who 
live  on  the  streets  above  them,  and 
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Hark!  The  Herald 
Editors  Say: 

We  will  be  on  vacation  for  the 
month  of  December.  Our  next 
edition  will  be  the  February  2008 
Voice,  landing  gracefully  on  the 
doorsteps  of  Downtown  Noe  Valley 
on  or  about  Friday,  Feb.  1 .  Please 
send  us  your  news,  calendar  items, 
photos,  and  sugar  cookies  by  Jan. 
15.  The  address  is  1021  Sanchez, 
SF,  94114,  or  you  may  e-mail 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com.  Call 
Steve  at  415-239-1114  if  you  are 
interested  in  display  advertising. 
Till  we  return,  best  wishes  for  a 
peaceful  holiday  season. 

Sally  Smith  and  Jack  Tipple 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


A  husband,  father,  and  frequent  competitor  on  the  Food  Network’s  Iron  Chef  reality  shows, 
Chef  Chris  Cosentino  barely  has  time  to  breathe,  much  less  laugh,  during  his  16-hour  days 
creating  cutting-edge  cuisine  at  Incanto  Restaurant  on  Church  Street.  Photo  by  Bever/y  Tharp 
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Give  Peace  a  Chance.  Ricky  Omran  (left)  and  brother  Danny  Omran  (right)  flanked  their  cousin  Christopher  Omran  as  they  paused  from  handing  out  anti-war  flyers 
on  24th  Street  in  October.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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Child  and  Family 
Photography  Studio 

in  Noe  Valley 


CALL  NOW 

to  receive  20%  OFF  your  sitting  fee! 


415-641-1010 

1414  Castro  St,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(between  25th  and  Jersey) 
www.FimaPhotography.com 


FIMA 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
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Every  year,  Zephyr  sponsors  a  holiday  food  and  toy  drive  to  benefit 
kids  and  families  in  need  throughout  our  community.  This  year, 
more  than- ever,  we  invite  you  to  participate  by  bringing  unwrapped 
new  toys  for  the  San  Francisco  Firefighters'  and  Child  Abuse  Council 
Toy  Programs  and  non-perishable  foods  for  the  San  Francisco 
Food  Bank  to  any  of  our  offices,  November  through  December. 
Working  together  for  our  community  is  a  wonderful  gift. 

Santa  and  Rudolph  the  Reindeer  will  be  stopping  by  our 
Noe  Valley  office  on  24th  Street  with  candy  canes  for  kids, 
Saturday,  December  1 5th,  1 1am  -  2pm 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 

Pacific  Heights  •  415.674.6500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.315.0105 
South  Beach/SOMA  •  415.905.0250 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Upper  Market/Castro  •  415.552.9500 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 


Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


www.zephyrsf.com 
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Alain  Pinel 


The  LanceDan  Group 


San  Francisco's  Premiere  International  Luxury  Real  Estate  Group 


Lance  Fulford 

Cell  415.793.6140 
lfulford@apr.com 

2553  Certified  International 
7^  Property  Specialist 

v>  IF  J 


Dan  Marshall 

Cell  415.828.4518 
dmarshall@apr.com 


Joe  Rivera 

Cell  415.595.9939 
jrivera@apr.com 


Kevin  Koss 

Cell  415.948.6450 
kkoss@apr.com 


www.lancedan.com 


Who's  Who  in 
Luxury  Real  Estate 

\-J 


apr.com  |  SAN  FRANCISCO  2001  Union  Street  #485  415.923.9700 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 

Merry  Christmas, 
Happy  Holidays  and 
Good  Health  in  the  New  Year 
to  all  our  Noe  Valley 
friends  and  customers! 


Open  Mon.  -  Fri.  8:30  -  6:00  Ip 
Sat.  9:00  -5:00 
Sun.  11:00-3:00 


lilaT 


3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415.282.5081 


LISA 

yiOLETTP) 

V  SAN  FRANCISCoVy 


Your  Source  for 
J-CoCiday  Cjifts 
Accessories  and 
Jfome  (Decor 

>★* 

3932  -  24th  Street  415.341.8442 

(Extended Holiday  Hours! 


•  \ 
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SANTA 

The  6  Wanted  List 
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DESIGN 

SOLUTIONS 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com  {ff 

4291  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1'4 

Ph:  415.648.6561  •  Fax:  415.643.8572  •  CL47661 25  BuiidlTcFeen 
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27  restaurants  deliver  in  Noe  Valley. 

+  6l  restaurants  deliver  to  Noe  Valley. 

88  restaurants  as  diverse  as  your  neighborhood. 


GrubHub.com 

DISCOVER  WHO  DELIVERS 

Browse  menus, 

read  reviews, 

and  order  online  for  free 

from  every  restaurant  that  delivers  to  you, 


PARAGON 


Eureka  Valley/Dolores  Heights  Listed  for  $1,399,000 

Charming  peaked-roof  Victorian  home  located  in  the  heart  of  Eureka  Valley.  Its  special  features  include  hardwood 
and  softwood  flooring,  period  detailing  throughout,  and  two  decks  with  views.  On  the  first  floor  there  is  one 
bedroom  and  one  bath,  a  living  room  with  a  corner  decorative  fireplace,  a  formal  dining  room  with  built-in  buffet  and 
an  inviting,  eat-in  country-style  kitchen.  There  is  a  deck  off  of  the  kitchen  with  steps  down  to  the  mature, 
landscaped  garden.  There  are  two  additional  bedrooms  upstairs.  The  Master  bedroom  has  a  full  bath  and  a  deck 
with  views  of  Twin  Peaks  and  Downtown.  There  is  ample  storage  and  a  workshop/potting  area  and  two-car  tandem 
parking  in  the  garage  with  room  for  one  additional  car  in  the  driveway.  Sam  Avery  41 5.738.7021 

www.samavery.com 


Noe  Valley  Listed  for  §1 ,685,000 

Stunning  1890's  Victorian  3  Unit  Building  ideally  located 
on  the  desirable  Dolores  Street.  This  building  has  3  large 
one  bedroom  units;  a  detached  carriage  garage  on  Quane 
Alley  offers  3  s/s  parking  plus  abundant  storage,  and  a 
mature  Eastern  garden.  Pat  Carapiet  41 5.738.721 8 


Noe  Valley  Listed  for  $1,799,000 

Gorgeous  water  views  frame  every  room  of  this  expansive 
and  serene  hideaway!  This  5  bedroom,  3.5  bath  residence, 
fully  detached  and  sited  on  a  large  lot,  enjoys  unparalleled 
privacy.  Its  a  great  floor  plan  -  perfect  for  entertaining  - 
stretched  over  3  levels.  Stuart  Wilson  41 5.738.7023 


Levi  Plaza 

41  5.738.7000 


paragon-re.com 


Civic  Center 

4 1  T56S.OSOO 
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WHY  GO  DOWNTOWN? 

From  A  to  Z,  everything  you  need  for  cooking,  baking, 
and  gift  giving  is  right  here  in  your  neighborhood! 

Aii  -Clad,  Fissler,  Scanpan,  Chantal,  &  Swiss  Diamond  pots  and 
pans.  Bauer  2000  pottery  in  gorgeous  colors.  Cookie  cutters! 
Cake  and  cupcake  pans.  Decorating  sprinkles,  food  coloring, 
pastry  bags  and  tips.  Emile  Henry  ceramic  bakeware  and 
serving  pieces.  Food  processors  from  Cuisinart.  Fondue  pots. 
Gifts  for  everyone  on  your  list  who  cooks,  eats,  or  entertains.  Hip 
hostess  aprons  from  Jessie  Steele.  Internet  ordering  —  on  our  new 
website!  Java  fixins  —  French  presses,  Cuisinart  coffee  makers, 
Illy  coffee.  Knives  from  Global,  Henckels,  Shun,  Messermeister, 
Kyocera,  &  Wiisthof.  Le  Creuset  and  Staub  enameled  cast  iron 
ovens.  Mixers  &  blenders  from  KitchenAid.  Nordic  Ware  Bundt 
pans  in  new  shapes.  Oi  ive  oil  from  Stonehouse.  P oco  Dolce 
bittersweet  chocolate  tiles.  Quick  knife  sharpening  —  drop  off  by 
Sunday  at  6pm,  pick  up  on  Tuesday  at  1 1  am.  Ramekins, 
bakeware,  and  serving  platters  From  Pillivuyt.  Shipping  your 
purchases  anywhere  in  the  continental  U.S.  Teapots  of  all  kinds,  & 
tea  from  Mighty  Leaf.  Unusually  friendly  staff.  V ic  Firth,  William 
Bounds  &  more  pepper  mills.  \V ine  glasses  &  barware.  Xochi 
tablecloths,  mats  &  napkins.  Y-  -  because  we  love  to  cook!  Zealous 
independent  store  service . It’s  all  here  —  come  check  us  out! 


}  Cooks 
1  Boulevard 


1309  Castro  St.  @  24th 

(415)  647-2665 

www.cooksboulevard.com 


X 
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1 8  Years  Experience  Counts 


Selling  in  the  best 
neighborhoods 
of  our  great  city  from 
Ashbury  Heights  &  Buena 
Vista  Heights  to  Duboce 
Park,  to  the  Castro  & 
Noe  Valley,  to  Glen  Park 
&  Sunnyside... 

for  1 8  years. 


Just  ask  past  clients  - 

"Selling  ones  home  is  a  very  emotional  experience,  and  I  could  not 
endorse  Jane  highly  enough.There  is  a  premium  for  experience.” 

Jeremy  2005 

"I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with  Jane  Ivory  as  my  real  estate 
agent  twice  in  the  past  four  years  —  as  a  buyer  and  as  a  seller  -  and 
would  recommend  her  services  without  reservation.  In  both 
instances,  Jane  has  provided  great  customer  service  -  extensive 
market  research,  excellent  communication  skills,  meticulous  attention 
to  detail,  and  the  benefit  of  her  long  experience  and  resources  in  the 
industry.” 

Ken  2006 

“She  is  a  very  conscientious  and  sharp  Realtor  and  I  was  very  pleased 
with  the  outcome  of  the  sale.  I  took  her  advice  all  along  the  way  and 
it  proved  to  be  very  wise.  She  helped  me  decide  how  to  proceed  in 
both  remodeling  decisions  and  staging.  As  a  consequence,  I  was  able 
to  sell  my  property  at  a  good  price  over  asking.” 

Veronica  2005 


JANE  IVORY 

Broker  Associate 

tel  (415)  564-7001  jivory@hill-co.com 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


3899  24th  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 
jivory@hill-co.com 


An  agent  with  a  different  point  of  view  -  yours. 


Rehabilitation 
General  Conditioning 
Pre  &  Postnatal 

Privates  &  Semi-Privates 
Group  Reformer  Classes 
Group  Mat  &  Yoga  Classes 


New  schedule 
viewable  online 

www.  SpringPilates  .com 


Intro  Specials 

Yoga  &  Mat  Pilates 
$20  for  First  2  Classes 


Holiday  Trunk  Show 

by  Groovyboutique 

Eco-fashion,  accessories, 
purses,  jewelry,  Japanese 
kimonos  robes,  and  more 
great  gifts. 

December  8th 

12:30pm 

at  Spring  Pilates  &  Yoga 


Private  Pilates 
$168  for  First  3  Sessions 


Spring  Pilates  &  Yoga 
1414  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415.282.8850 


www.SprmgPilates.com 
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Now  Open  in  Noe  Valley  -  Our  Fifth  Location 


Cl**!!  Oven 

Jndifln  Quisine 


Charming 

Atmosphere 

Hand  Painted 
Murals 

Banquet  Room 
for  Private  Parties 


Open  Kitchen 

Watch  Your 
Order  Being 
Made  in  the  Clay 
Oven 

Catering  Available 


Open  for  Lunch  &  Dinner  7  Days  a  Week 

For  Reservations  call 

415-826-2400 


1689  Church  Street  at  29th  Street 


San  Francisco  Concert  Chorale 

John.  Emory  Bush,  Conductor 

Respighi 


Vivaldi 

Kaileen  Miller,  Soprano 
Lauren  Groff,  Mezzo-soprano 
Ben  Jones,  Tenor 
Michael  Beetham,  Baritone 

Saturday,  December  15,  2007  @  8pm 

Mission  Dolores  Basilica 
Dolores  @  16th  Streets,  San  Francisco 

Tickets  $20  advance  /  $25  at  the  door 

WWW.SFCONCERTCHORALE.ORG  41 5.840.0675 


DESIGN 

BUILD 

LAND 

STONE 

WATER 


SCULPT 

GARDENS 


LIC*825837 


WWW.SCULPT-GARDENS.COM 


THANK  YOU! 

Please  patronize  and  support  the  many 
local  merchants  who  have  supported 
St.  Pauls.  Take  a  moment  to  look  at  the 
list  below,  and  when  you  are  in  their 
stores  or  see  individual  donors,  thank 
them  for  their  generosity. 

See  you  next  year! 


2007  “A  Night  with  the  Stars  "  Auction  Donors 


Accent  on  Flowers 
AcroSports 
Adventure  Cat  Sailing 
Tracy  Allio 
Jill  Alcantar 
Jose  &  Lucu  Alfaro 
Alice’s  Restaurant 
Sonia  Alvarado 
Maria  Alvarenga 
Anchor  Brewing  Co. 
Linda  Annuzzi 
Apron  Strings 
Cooking  Schl. 
Aramark  Parks/Lake 
Tahoe 

Eric  Arguello 
Rudy  Arguello 
Asian  Art  Museum 
Eda  Ballesteros 
Bay  Area  Discovery 
Museum 

Beach  Chalet  Brewery 
Berkeley  Rep  Theater 
Bi-Rite  Market 
Olga  Blanco 
Bonfante  Gardens 
Park 

Bianca  Bran 
Shawn  &  Michele 
Bulen 

Cache  Creek  Casino 
Cafe  Bello' 

Cafe  XO 

Cal  Performances 
California  Academy  of 
Sciences 

Canandruga  Wine 
Co.,  Lodi 
Richard  Carelli 
Marta  Carvajal 
Alba  Castillo 
Amador  Castillo 
Conception  Castillo 
Dolores  &  Albert 
Cecena 

Chabot  Space  & 
Science 
Museum 
Chenery  Park 
Restaurant 
Cheese  Boutique 
Children’s  Discovery 
Museum  of  San 
Jose 

Children’s  Fairyland 
Chloe’s  Cafe 
Catherine  Chung 
Church  Produce 
Club  Latino 
Cole  Hardware 
Common  Scents 
Conklin  Brothers 
Esperana  Contreras 
Carmen  Hortencia 
Corea . 

Eva  Corral 
Diane  Costa 
Cooks  Boulevard 
Joe  &  Anne  Crawford 
Sr.  Ann  Cronin 
Critter  Fritters 
Jacqueline  Lytle 
Curran 
Jack  Curtin 
DeYoung  Museum- 
Maria  Denegri 
Diandis  Bakery 
Disneyland 
Divisadero  Car  Wash 
Marie  Doherty 
Dominies  at  Oyster 
Point 

Drewe’s  Bros.  Meats 


Sandy  &  Jim  Driscoll 
Duggan’s  Serra 
Mortuary 

Duggan  Welch  Family 
Driscoll’s  &  Sullivan 
Exploratorium 
Marilyn  Ferrucci 
Fr.  Mario  Farana 
Firefly  Restaurant 
Enedina  Flores 
Juana  Flores 
Angela  Fonda 
Yolanda  Fuentes 
Gallery  of  Jewels 
Nohemy  Garcia 
Tom  Gilleran 
Glen  Park  Cleaners 
Glen  Park  Dental 
Global  Exchange 
Go  Kart  Racers 
Golden  Gate  Glass 
Mirror 

Tina  Gonzales 
Great  Haircuts 
Green  Works 
Arleen  Guaraglia 
Michael  A.  Hall 
Hall  Realty 
Hanson  Family  Law 
Group 

Ted  &  Judith  Heimer 
Hamano  Sushi 
John  &  Eloice  Helms 
Johanna  Herrera. 
Marilyn  Highlander 
Pool 

Janet  &  David  Higuera 
Hiller  Aviation 
Museum 
Ernesto  Hinojosa 
Rosa  Hinojosa 
ICF  Branch  #44 
Incanto  Restaurant 
Inn  at  Oyster  Point 
Jacqueline’s  Hair 
Salon 

Kaufer’s  Religious 
Supply 
KQED  Tours 
Yolanda  Kaczmarski 
Kaufer’s  Religious 
Supply 

Keechkas  Creations 
Ddn  Kelly 
Knights  Catering 
Margaret  Kotlanger 
Kronos  Quartet 
La  Ciccia  Restaurant 
La  Corneta 

La  Petite  Baleen  Swin, 
Inc. 

Bob  &  Patti  Lazzaretto 
Gladys  Lazzarini 
Elodia  Leucumi 
Rosrgentina  Lezcano 
Beverly  Liberale 
Lisa  Violetto  Designs 
Littlest  Angels 
Preschool 
Reina  Lopezs 
Lovejoy’s  Tea  Room 
Terrell  Lloyd 
Photography 
Lucca  Ravioli  Co. 
Lucky  Chances 
Lynn  Antiques  & 
Beautiful  Things 
Evelyn  Magarin 
Juan  Magarin 
Vickie  Majoric 
Malibu  Grand  Prix 
Gerry  &  Nancy 
Mannion 


Blanca  Marcia 
Maria  Elana  Marquez 
Rosario  &  Ingrid 
Martinez 

Martha  Bros.  Coffee 
Virginia  McMurtry 
Alba  Mejia  y  Familia 
Paramount’s  Great 
America 

Men  of  St.  Paul’s 
Metronome  Dancing 
Center 

Michael  Manteuffel, 
DN 

Guillermo  &  Tina 
Miranda 

Mission  Cliffs  Climb 
Gym 

Mitchell’s  Ice  Cream 
Bell  Moen 
Alicia  Molina 
Morena  Montalvo 
Montes  Familia 
Guillermo  Morales 
Jaime  Morales 
Leticia  Morales 
Carol  Morgan 
Kamala  Mostert 
Myriam  Munguia 
Anita  Murillo 
Carlos  Murillo 
Deacon  Jim  Myers 
Nibbi  Brothers 
Construction 
Noe  Valley  Bakery 
Noe- Valley  Cyclery 
Noe  Valley  Video 
Frank  &  Lois  Noonan 
Mary  &  Frank 
O’Rourke 

Anne  &  Dave  O’Shea 
Katy  O’Shea 
Oakland  Art  Museum 
Oakland  Athletics 
Familia  Obregn 
Barbara  J.  Opperman 
Franklin  T.  Opperman 
Angelica  Ortiz  y 
Familia 

Paramount’s  Great 
America 

Pasta  Pomodoro 
Patio  Espanol 
..Myrna  Pena 
Norma  Perez 
Pescheria  Restaurant 
Petrified  Forest 
Linda  Petrini 
Punch  Line  Comedy 
Club 

Quail  Run  Restaurant 
Rainbow  Grocery 
Coop 

Regent  Thai 
Restaurant 
Howard  Reinstein  / 
Prudential 
Mercedes  Robles 
Olga  Romero 
Eric  Roof 
Round  Table  Pizza 
Steve  Rouse 
Jim  &  Mickie  Ruftoni 
Richard  &  Stephanie 
Rugg 

Joan  Russo 
Tamsen  Salvador 
Safeway 

San  Francisco  49ers 
San  Francisco  Giants 
San  Francisco  POA 
Santiesteban  Family 
Rosa  Scartin 


Scoma’s  Restaurant 
SFMOMA 
SF  Zoo 

Kevin  &  Carrie 
Scarpelli 

Wayne  Schaffnit  & 
Paula  Caretto 
Sea  Bowl 
Mary  Seffens 
Serra  Bowl 
Doug  &  Lydia 
Shorenstein 
Shorenstein  Hays 
Nederlander 
Theaters 
Simply  Uniform 
Six  Flags  Magic 
Mountain 
Six  Flags  Marine 
World 
Small  Frys 
Hilda  Solis 
Tony  Spiteri/QSP 
Sports  Basement 
Sterling  Vineyards 
Ron  Squires 
Stanton  Family 
Ann  Sullivan 
Tamas  Estates 
Murrieta  Well 
St.  Paul’s  Altar 
Society 

St.  Paul's  Athletic 
Board 

St.  Paul’s  Parent 
Group 

St.  Paul’s  School 
St.  Paul’s  School  of 
Religion 

Sterling  Vineyards 
Joan  Strachan 
Sugar  Bowl  Ski 
Resort 
Cathy  Tan 
Mary  Tan 
Gary  &  Lisa 
Taormina 
Terra  Mia  Ceramic 
Studio 
Toast  Eatery 
Sonia  Tobias 
Toscana  Gardens 
Ruth  Tortorelli 
Trader  Joes 
Trader  Joe’s 
Train  Town 
Ana  Trejo  y  Familia 
Tuggey’s  Hardware 
Tyger’s  Coffee  Shop 
Marjorie  Vaccarezza 
Josephy  &  Maria 
Vaccaro 

Liucy  Vaquerano 
Maria  Vella 
Tere  Vela 
Elsa  Vides 
Haydee  Villatoro 
Juan  Villatoro 
Vi  do  Wave 
Mary  Wachowicz 
Wente  Winery 
What  Modern  Was 
Whole  Foods  Market 
Whoop  Inc. 

Jennifer  Woodall 
Women  of  St.  Paul’s 
Mauricio  &  Lupite 
Vasquez 

Yerba  Buena  Skating 
Center 

Roberto  Zaldana 


St.  Paul’s  Church 
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Old  Trees  Among  Casualties  of 
Demolitions 

Editor: 

A  very  old,  very  tall  (40  to  50  feet) 
palm  tree  was  cut  down  in  late  October  in 
the  500  block  of  Valley  Street,  to  make 
way  for  the  slated  demolition  of  the  cot¬ 
tage  behind  it.  I  believe  it  was  one  of  the 
oldest  palms  in  Northern  California  and 
in  good  health,  despite  the  owners’  claims 
to  the  contrary.  It  was  home  to  many 
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species  of  birds  and  wildlife,  including 
wild  parrots.  The  tree  could  be  seen  for 
miles  around. 

Sadly,  San  Francisco  is  losing  its 
unique  character.  In  the  Valley/Diamond 
Street  area  alone,  at  least  10  homes  have 
been  demolished  in  the  past  four  years  to 
make  way  for  ugly  “monster  homes.” 

Robert  Bosco 
Valley  Street 

St.  Luke's  Needs  Intensive  Care 

Editor: 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  located  on  the 
eastern  edge  of  Noe  Valley  near  the  end 
of  27th  Street,  has  kept  its  doors  open  to 
all,  regardless  of  ability  to  pay,  for  136 
years.  But  if  California  Pacific  Medical 
Center,  its  coiporate  parent,  implements 
its  announced  master  plan,  the  acute-care 
in-patient  services  at  St.  Luke's  will  cease 
operating  at  the  end  of  2009. 

Already,  CPMC  has  targeted  the  work¬ 
ers  compensation  clinic,  occupational  ther¬ 
apy  and  physical  therapy,  and  is  planning 
to  eliminate- the  neonatal  intensive-care 
unit  and  pediatrics  service  in  February. 

The  hospital’s  master  plan,  recently 
presented  to  the  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  the  Health  Commission, 
has  generated  considerable  concern  among 
St.  Luke’s  physicians,  nurses,  and  other 
staff,  as  well  as  among  residents  of  the 
neighborhoods  served  by  CPMC’s  four 
campuses.  The  closure  of  in-patient  serv¬ 
ices  will  downgrade  our  Emergency  De¬ 
partment  to  an  urgent-care  clinic.  For 
life-threatening  emergencies  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,  St.  Luke’s  would  no  longer  have  the 
specialists  needed  to  provide  high-qual¬ 
ity  care.  Ambulance  transport  times 
would  greatly  increase,  with  a  significant 
impact  on  critical  cases.  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital,  already  overburdened, 
might  not  be  able  to  handle  the  overflow 
of  patients  it  would  receive. 

We  believe  that  the  elimination  of  pe¬ 
diatric  services  will  leave  many  children 
in  our  community  without  access  to  med¬ 
ical  care  and  will  undermine  the  safety 
and  quality  of  the  obstetrics  services  that 
currently  delivers  1 ,300  babies  each  year. 

We  are  concerned  that  elimination  of 
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workers  compensation  treatment  and  re¬ 
lated  services  will  undermine  doctors’ 
practices  and  make  them  even  less  viable 
than  they  currently  are,  given  the  high 
percentage  of  low-paying  Medi-Cal  pa¬ 
tients  we  treat. 

For  more  information  about  this  issue 
that  will  affect  the  health  and  safety  of  all 
Noe  Valley  residents,  please  view  our 
web  site,  www.savestlukes.org.  There  is 
an  online  petition,  a  blog  for  patients’  sto¬ 
ries,  and  links  to  recent  news. 

We  urge  our  neighbors  to  communi¬ 
cate  their  concerns  to  CPMC’s  president 
and  board,  Sutter  Health,  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Health  Commission,  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors.  Together,  we  believe  a  so¬ 
lution  can  be  found  to  restore  St.  Luke’s 
to  financial  viability  and  ensure  its  abil¬ 
ity  to  carry  out  its  mission  of  service  into 
the  future. 

Karen  Makely.  MD.  Pediatrician 
Elizabeth  Street 
Susan  Bailey,  MD, 
General  and  Vascular  Surgeon 
Hill  Street 
Marc  Snyder,  MD, 
Emergency  Physician 
22nd  Street 
Lora  Burke,  MD, 
General  and  Breast  Surgeon 
Hill  Street 

A  Recipe  for  Force 

Editor: 

Your  latest  article  on  crime-fighting, 
“Noe  Merchants  Stay  on  Alert  to  Foil 
Crime”  [June  2007],  certainly  made  me 
shiver  with  satisfaction,  especially  when 
I  read  that  merchants  were  meeting  to  ex¬ 
change  telephone  numbets  and  addresses 


(and,  I  would  hope,  recipes). 

My  advice  to  the  store  owners  is  to  con¬ 
tact  one  of  the  local  gun  ranges  listed  in 

the  phone  book,  make  arrangements  to 
learn  proper  self-defense  with  a  firearm, 
and  then  obtain  a  firearm  and  be  at  the 
ready  for  the  day  when  you  might  become 
a  victim. 

Criminals  understand  reactive  force, 
not  wimpy  exchanges  of  e-mails  and  cell 
phone  numbers.  This  coffee  klatch  men¬ 
tality,  with  its  discussions  and  exchanges, 
is  not  going  to  stop  crime.  You  are  the  vic¬ 
tim,  and  you  deserve  to  defend  yourself 
from  criminals,  no  matter  how  sympa¬ 
thetic  you  are  to  their  economic  plight  or 
mental  condition. 

If  you  don’t  want  to  take  my  advice  and 
stand  up  for  yourself,  even  if  it  means  us¬ 
ing  deadly  force,  well  then  continue  on 
with  the  meetings.  I  will  attend  not  to 
demonstrate  personal  safety  and  weapon 
use,  but  rather  to  bring  my  collection  of 
interesting  recipes. 

Andrew  J.  Betancourt 
Market  Street 

Thank  You,  Drivers 

Editor: 

On  Oct.  1 1 ,  our  kindergarten  through 
eighth-grade  students — along  with  their 
teachers  and  many  parents — walked  from 
St.  Philip  School  at  Elizabeth  and  Dia¬ 
mond  streets  down  24th  Street  to  Church 
Street  and  back.  This  was  our  third  annual 
Walk  for  Fitness  event,  which  promotes 
the  importance  of  good  health,  road 
safety,  and  physical  activity  for  children. 

We  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  driv¬ 
ers  and  pedestrians  we  passed  on  our  walk 
through  the  neighborhood.  Hopefully,  we 
were  all  courteous  and  considerate  to 
those  we  passed  along  the  way. 

Mrs.  Remy  Everett,  Principal 
St.  Philip  School 
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Music  Plays  On  at 
Streetlight  Records 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

But  the  times  they  are  a-changin'. 

The  only  music  retailer  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  Streetlight  has  not  been  immune 
to  the  economic  ups  and  downs  and  tech¬ 
nological  advances  affecting  the  music 
industry  in  recent  years — from  CD  burn¬ 
ing  to  file  sharing  to  Internet  downloads. 

“The  industry  is  in  turmoil  and  the  store 
is  put-putting  along,”  says  Dineen.  “Our 
biggest  foe  is  technology — and  younger 
people  not  being  used  to  buying  records 
but  downloading  off  iTunes  instead.” 

After  the  dot-com  bust,  vacant  store¬ 
fronts,  soaring  living  costs,  and  a  fall-off 
in  disposable  income  in  turn  hurt  the 
store.  “We  definitely  felt  the  pinch,”  says 
Casares,  noting  a  steep  decline  in  foot 
traffic  following  the  2003  closure  of  the 
Real  Food  Company  a  few  doors  down  on 
24th  Street. 

Staying  Alive 

So  what  keeps  music  fans  coming  to 
Streetlight?  Customer  focus,  knowledge¬ 
able  staff,  and  the  employees’  desire  to 
share  music  with  others. 

“There  is  a  transference  of  energy,  an 
enthusiasm  which  you  just  can’t  get  on¬ 
line  or  in  most  chain  stores  where 
turnover  is  too  high,  and  a  human  inter¬ 
action  you  don’t  get  downloading  off  the 
Internet,”  says  Casares.  “The  whole  ad¬ 
vent  of  technology  isolates  people  in  the 
name  of  progress  and  convenience.” 

The  store  also  has  a  large  inventory. 

“The  strongest  thing  about  the  store  is 
how  many  categories  it  carries,”  says 
Manager  Sunlight  Weismehl,  38,  who  has 
worked  at  Streetlight  for  more  than  22  years 
and  considers  the- store  to  be  like  family. 

While  changes  in  fashion  and  technol¬ 
ogy  forced  deep-pocketed  chains  like 
Tower  Records  and  Warehouse  Music  to 
close  their  doors.  Streetlight  “forgot  to  go 
out  of  business,”  quips  General  Manager 
Jeff  Moss,  53,  who’s  been  with  Street¬ 
light  for  30  years.  “Others  came  and  went. 
We  ignored  the  music  industry  and  paid 
attention  to  the  music  customers.” 

The  Early  Components 

Owner  Robert  Fallon,  described  in  turn 
by  employees  as  an  eccentric,  sculptor. 


i  '4._»  vW- 

|C«.. 

1  i 

Loyal  customers  seem  to  never  grow  tired  of  sifting  through  the  bins  of  new  and  used  LPs,  CDs,  DVDs,  PlayStation  games,  and  even  old  45s, 
at  Streetlight  Records  on  24th  Street.  Photo  by  Pameto  Gerard 


itinerant  junk  collector,  and  history  buff 
who  splits  his  time  between  a  mountain- 
top  Big  Sur  retreat  and  a  house  in  Thai¬ 
land,  opened  Streetlight  in  1976  as  an  ex¬ 
pansion  space  for  his  components  shop. 

‘We  forgot  to  go  out  of 
business.  ’ 

— Jeff  Moss,  General  Manager 
Streetlight  Records 

As  record  sales  progressed,  Fallon 
opened  additional  component-store -cum- 
record  shops  on  Market  Street  at  Castro 
in  1980,  in  San  Jose  in  1981.  and  finally 
in  Santa  Cruz  in  1997 — the  first  of  the 
Streetlight  family  to  be  opened  strictly  as 
a  music  store,  leaving  the  component 
business  behind. 

In  the  ’70s  and  ’80s,  Streetlight  at¬ 
tracted  legions  of  record  buyers  and 
traders  to  24th  Street.  Musician  and  for¬ 


mer  neighborhood  resident  Bobby  Mc- 
Ferrin  was  a  frequent  customer;  he  even 
thanked  the  store  on  his  first  album.  More 
recently,  local  politicos  Angela  Alioto 
and  Matt  Gonzalez,  District  Attorney  Ka- 
mala  Harris,  activist  and  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
ident  Medea  Benjamin,  entertainers  Car¬ 
los  Santana,  Robin  Williams,  and  Noe 
Valley’s  own  Tracy  Chapman,  who’d 
been  in  the  store  the  day  before  this  re¬ 
porter,  have  all  been  sighted  getting  their 
music  fix  at  Streetlight. 

A  Trove  of  Hidden  Gems 

“Part  of  the  joy  is  looking  through 
everything,”  says  Kristina  Martinez,  27, 
who  stops  in  the  store  up  to  twice  a  week 
on  her  way  to  and  from  work  at  Haystack 
Pizza  and  the  French  Tulip.  “I  have  found 
a  lot  of  gems  in  the  vinyl  LP  section,  ran¬ 
dom  records  at  good  prices.  It  always 
makes  it  worth  it,”  says  Martinez,  scour¬ 
ing  the  dollar  bins  to  reclaim  punk  rock 


records  she’d  once  sold  to  Streetlight. 

“It  makes  me  scared  that  these  places 
will  disappear,"  adds  Martinez.  “It’s  bet¬ 
ter  to  do  the  neighborhood  thing  first.  It 
would  be  a  scary  world  if  people  ordered 
everything  online.” 

While  she  has  visited  Streetlight’s  sis¬ 
ter  store  on  Market  Street,  Martinez  says 
the  Noe  Valley  store  is  her  favorite. 

“This  one’s  not  as  picked  over.  It’s 
more  hidden,  so  you  find  better  stuff,” 
says  Martinez.  “It’s  a  good  store.  I  hope 
it  stays  around  for  a  long  time.” 

Art  Casares,  Mike  Daneen,  Sunlight 
Weismehl,  Jeff  Moss,  and  the  rest  of  the 
longtime,  music-loving  crew  at  Street¬ 
light  second. that  emotion.  ■ 


RABATSHOES.COM 

clothing  •  men  •  women 


WWW. 

shoes  • 


Tea  Room 

& 

Need  a  place  to  take  your  guests 
during  the  holidays? 


Loyejoys  Tea  Room  was  featured  in  the  November 
2007  issue  of  “O”  The  Oprah  Magazine  as  one  of  the 
places  to  eat  while  in  San  Francisco 


1351  Church  Street  at  Clipper 

415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 

Wednesday  -  Sunday  1  TOO  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
Friday  11. -00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 
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Saint  Paul's  Parish 

(Iliristmas  Schedule  2007 


St.  Paul's  Parish  Community  warmly  invites 

YOU  AND  YOUR  FAMILY  AND  FRIENDS  TO  SHARE 
WITH  US  THE  LOVE  THAT  IS  CHRISTMAS. 


Advent  Communal  Reconciliation 

Wednesday,  Dec.  12 
7:00  pm 

Reconciliation  (Confessions) 

Saturday,  Dec.  22 
3:30  -  4:30  pm 

Christmas  Eve  Masses 

Monday,  Dec.  24 

4:30  pm  —  Family  Mass  with  Children's  Choir 
8:00  pm  —  Mass  in  English  with  Adult  Choir 
12:00  Midnight  -  Bilingual  Mass  with  Adult  Choir 

Christmas  Day  Masses 

Tuesday,  Dec.  25 
8:00  am,  9:15  am,  and  5:00  pm 
There  will  be  no  10:45  or  12:15  pm  Mass  on  December  25 

New  Year's  Day  Mass 

Tuesday,  Jan.  1,  2007 
9:15  am  (English) 

Hern)  Christmas,  Joucaux  Bod,  JFdiz  Baoidad, 
Maligauang  JKasho,  B11011  Bat, tic 

221  Valley  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94131  •  415-648-7538 


MUSIC  AT 
ST.  FRANCIS 


Creative  Voices  Concert 

Saturday,  December  1,  8  PM 
“Meditation  &  Reconciliation,”  Eduardo  Mendelievich, 
Artistic  Director  &  Conductor.  Tickets  at  the  Door 

Sacred  and  Profane 

Saturday,  December  8,  8  PM 
A  Chamber  Chorus:  “Light  and  Darkness” 
Tickets  at  the  Door 


CHRISTMAS 

A  Concert  of  Carols 

Sunday,  December  23,  3  PM 
Carols  by  choir  &  sing-along,  with  organ  and  the  Choir 
of  St.  Francis,  Dr.  David  Schofield,  director. 

Free  admission  and  reception  with  traditional  goodies 


Christmas  Eve 

Carols,  Choir  and  Christmas  Message  of  Peace 
Monday,  December  24,  10:30  PM 

Christmas  Day 

Tuesday,  December  25,  11  AM 


5T.  FRANCIS  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

152  CHURCH  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
ACROSS  FROM  SAFEWAY 
415.621.2635 


This  Christmas,  discover 

more  love! 

Join  us  at  St.  John's. 

Weekly  Worship 

Choral  Eucharist  Sundays  1  1 :00  AM 

(Childcare  from  9:45  AM) 

Godly  Play  (ages  3+)  Sundays  10:00  AM 
Taize  Thursdays  7:00  PM 

Advent  Lessons  &  Carols 

Sat.,  Dec.  1 , 5:00  PM 

A  beautiful  service  of  readings  and  music 
as  we  begin  to  prepare  for  the  coming  of 
Christmas. 

Inquiring  Minds: 

Exploring  the  Intersections 
of  Christianity  and  Culture 

Sun.,  Dec.  2,  6:00-8:00  PM 

Dr.  William  Sullivan  on  "Spirituality, 

Authenticity,  Solidarity" 

Christmas  Carol  Sing  and  Concert 

Sun.,  Dec.  23,  7  PM 

Take  a  break  from  all  that  hectic  holiday  preparation  and  join  us  to  sing  carols  and  . 
listen  to  two  of  the  Bay  Area's  most  talented  musicians,  Alexa  Weber  Morales, 
jazz  vocalist,  and  Charles  Rus,  musician  at  St.  John's  and  an  organist  with  the  San 
Francisco  Symphony.  Free. 

Christmas  Eve  Midnight  Mass 

Mon.,  Dec.  24,  10:30  PM  Carol  Sing,  Mass  1  1  PM 

Christmas  Morning  Mass 

Tues.,  Dec.  25,  1  1  AM 

The  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist 

Celebrating  150  Years  in  the  Mission ,  1 857-2007 

Julian  Avenue  (btwn  Valencia  &  Mission)  at  1 5th  Street 

San  Francisco  (16th  &  Mission  BART,  Parking  Hoff  St.  Garage) 

(415)861-1436  www.saintjohnsf.org 

St.  John's  is  an  LGBTQ-  and  family-welcoming  parish. 


JOINUSFOROURCHRISTMAS 

SERVICES!! 

December  24th,  Christmas  Eve 

5:30p.m.  Family  Christmas  Service 

w  ith  Holy  C  .o  mm  union 

1 0:30  p.m.  Solemn  Christinas  Mass 

101  Gold  Mine  Drive  @  Diamond  Heights  Blvd 
(next  to  Diamond  Heights  shopping  center) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
(415)285  9540 
www.saintaidan.org 

“A  Joyful  Community  of  the  Spirit” 
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Backyard  Oak  Tree 
Now  a  Landmark 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

passersby  can  see  its  broad  canopy  from 
23rd  and  Castro  streets. 

100- Year-Old  Sprawling  Giant 

The  tree  already  was  a  distinctive  pres¬ 
ence  when  the  Calls  moved  into  their 
home  19  years  ago.  “We  were  excited  to 
find  this  big  tree  in  our  back  yard,”  said 
Call,  an  antiques  dealer.  “The  fireplace, 
the  view,  and  the  tree  are  the  great  things 
about  my  house.” 

With  its  leafy  sprawling  branches,  the 
tree  is  a  wildlife  playground  that  has  pro¬ 
vided  many  joyful  moments  for  him  and 
his  family. 

“Our  cats  like  it.  I  have  three  crows  that 
come  and  visit  and  yell  at  the  cats,”  Call 
said.  "We  hang  chandeliers  in  it  for  birth¬ 
day  parties.” 

In  his  application  to  the  forestry  coun¬ 
cil,  Call  declared  the  oak  an  “important 
wildlife  habitat”  for  birds,  with  “promi¬ 
nent  landscape  features,”  and  cited  its  ma¬ 
turity — estimated  at  around  1 00  years  old. 

“It  is  unusual  to  find  such  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  tree  in  an  urban  back  yard...a,n  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  California’s 
iconic  trees,”  he  wrote. 

The  city  agreed.  And  as  required  under 
a  1996  city  ordinance,  the  tree’s  name  and 
address  were  recorded  in  an  official  book 
of  “Landmark  Trees”  that  is  maintained 
by  the  city’s  Bureau  of  Urban  Forestry. 


Landmark  Trees  Have  to  Be  Special 

A  city  ordinance  to  protect  exceptional  trees  in  San  Francisco  with  landmark  status  has  been  on  the  books  since  1996. 

Last  year,  the  city  enacted  an  amendment  that  tightened  the  regulation  and  spelled  out  specific  criteria  to  safeguard 
meritorious  trees  on  private  or  public  land. 

The  ordinance  allows  five  entities,  including  tree  owners,  city  supervisors,  some  department  heads,  and  several  city  agen¬ 
cies,  to  nominate  trees  for  landmark  status.  The  candidates  must  have  unusual  qualities — such  as  their  age.  size,  shape,  species, 
location,  and  historical  or  cultural  characteristics. 

Nominations  are  submitted  to  the  Urban  Forestry  Council,  which  vets  the  request  and  holds  public  hearings.  If  the  coun¬ 
cil  finds  that  the  tree  has  enough  of  the  desired  qualities,  it  forwards  a  “yes”  recommendation  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

A  landmark  tree  can  only  be  removed  if  it  becomes  a  safety  hazard.  Even  then,  private  property  owners  would  be  required 
to  obtain  a  city  permit  and  undergo  scrutiny  at  a  public  hearing.  City  officials  face  similar  conditions  to  take  out  landmark 
trees  on  public  grounds. 


A  towering  oak  in  Susan  and  Robert  Call’s  back  yard  on  23rd  Street  is  now  listed  in  the  city’s 
official  book  of  “Landmark  Trees.”  That  title  ensures  its  preservation.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


“It’s  a  spectacular  large  Coast  Live 
Oak... just  a  great-looking  specimen,” 
said  Mike  Boss,  a  landscaper  and  gar¬ 
dener  who  chairs  the  council’s  Landmark 
Tree  Committee  and  visited  the  Calls  for 
a  firsthand  look. 

“We've  had  a  lot  of  trees  before  us  that 
didn’t  rise  to  the  caliber  of  landmark  sta¬ 
tus”  because  they  were  pawns  in  a  prop¬ 
erty  dispute  between  neighbors.  Boss 
said.  “We  were  happy  to  see  a  tree  before 
us  that  was  worthy  of  landmark  status  and 
not  some  last-ditch  effort  to  save  a  tree  to 
stop  a  development.” 

Don’t  Dawdle  to  Save  Trees 

Nevertheless,  the  Calls  first  became 
concerned  about  the  tree's  safety  after 
their  next-door  neighbor  began  construc¬ 
tion  work  on  an  addition  to  the  rear  of  his 
home  in  mid-2006. 

“We  were  nervous.  Our  tree  extended 
over  his  back  yard,"  said  Call,  who  admits 
he  still  gets  emotional  when  talking  about 
the  tree.  “I  came  home  one  day,  and  they 
were  digging  a  trench  across  the  backyard 
yard.  It  was  going  to  destroy  the  root  sys¬ 
tem  for  half  the  tree.” 

Call  said  he  got  his  neighbor  voluntar¬ 
ily  to  halt  the  excavation,  and  then  hur¬ 
ried  down  to  City  Hall  looking  for  help. 
Within  short  order,  nearly  a  dozen  plan¬ 
ning  and  public  works  officials  met  in  the* 
Calls'  back  yard,  with  the  neighbor  pre¬ 
sent,  and  all  acknowledged  that  the  tree 
should  be  spared. 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty 
nominated  the  Calls'  tree — a  move  that 
gave  it  immediate  protection  for  180 
days.  But  the  time  limit  expired  before  the 
request  was  acted  upon,  prompting 
Robert  Call  to  file  his  own  application. 

Call  said  his  successful  effort  took  per¬ 
severance  in  what  was  “a  lengthy  and 
cumbersome  process.”  He  urged  residents 
not  to  dawdle  in  seeking  recognition  for 
deserving  trees. 

“If  you  know  of  a  significant  tree,  the 
time  to  act  is  now  and  not  when  it  appears 
to  be  threatened,”  Call  said.  “A  lot  can 
happen  to  your  tree  once  construction 
happens  around  it.”  ■ 
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>*-Are  you  tired  of  having  your  kids  only  experience  a  commercial  Christmas? 

H’Would  you  like  your  children  to  know  more  about  the  REAL  Christmas  story? 

t+Are  you  looking  for  a  place  that  teaches  the  story  of  Jesus'  birth  from  a 
perspective  of  joy  and  freedom  rather  than  fear  and  hate? 


Then  join  us  for: 


Hq^j  innocents  ft" 

EptscopdGwili  J 

Visit  our  website: 
holylnsf.org 


Chpis&mas  Pacjecmt* 

December  24  ♦  Christmas  Eve  6  o'clock 
All  Costumes  Provided  ♦  Refreshments  Following 

o— ° - - ° 

Christmas  Eve  Midnight  Mass  begins  at  1 1  pm 
preceded  by  a  program  of  Christmas  Music  at  10:30 

*— =*§=— o— §»=— • 

Holy  Eucharist  with  Carols  on  Christmas  Day  at  1 1  am 


Dolores  Place 

llui 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 

Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

tifflSSSISIb ilisffipya 

(415)  824-8728 

llllfis 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 

f  that’s  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 

Bethany  United 

11 eth»di<st  (1iiii*<*Ii 

Come  Ai\d  CeIeBrate  tFie  Holicky  Season  wnh 

a  dEliqlniful  oFFERiNq  of  i nternatIon  aI  music 
ancI  poETRy  For  youi\q  Ai\d  old. 
Refreshments  servecI,  doNATioNS  AccEpTEd. 

DtcEnibtR  16,  2007  9:00  pM 

TRAdkioNAl  Lessons  ANd  CaroIs  wItIh 
DoIores  St.  Baptist  CHurcH 

SuNdAy,  DccEMbcR  29  at  1  1  am 

Journey  to  BetHIeHem 

I  NTERqEN  ERATIONAl  dRAMA,  CARols^ANcI  CANd  lES  ! 

For  FamiIies  ANd  FriencIs. 

D  ec em Ber  24  2007  7:  JO  p m 

SuNdAy  Services  1  1  AM 

Bethany  United  Methodist  Chureh 
1268  Sanchez 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415)  647-8393 
http://www.bethanTsr.ort 


NOE  VALLEY  MINISTRY 

Presbyterian  Church,  USA 

1021  Sanchez  Street  at  23rd  Street  415-282-2317 

Sunday  Worship:  10:30  a.m.  Childcare  provided 
Rev.  Keenan  C.  Kelsey,  Pastor 


Come  Share  the  Magic, 
the  J  Jk  of  Christmas 


We 
Advent 

We  Care 

Advent  Two:  5 

We  Dece 

Advent  Thtfeet 

0: 


trit  Wreaths 

Sty,  December  2,  10:30  a.m. 


hurch 

.§,  v10:30  a.m. 


We  Wot 
Christ 

Adv« 

Christ 

Mondi 
FamUj 
Md 


30  a.m. 


a.m. 


and 


E^  to&lay,  December  31 , 7  p.m. 

Interactive  Service  of  Liking  Back  and  Looking  Forward 

www.  noevalleyministry.  org 

Noe  Valley  Ministry  is  an  Inclusive  Church,  Welcoming  to  GLBTs 


i 


/j-fl 


I' 


V  Jj; 

... ;  jv.  .  jJ> 

:  .'A  ft  vA’ 

'*■  ^ -VJ  - 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 

Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 

Se  Habla  Espahol 


St.  Philip's 
Church 

725  Diamond  Street 
415-282-0141 

Gaturr/ay,  QJccemAcr  22  (j/uH&tma&  Se/ HHC&S 

Confessions:  11:00  a.m.  -  12:00  Noon  ^  „ 

2007 

6Zr/'Zlma.s  <5oo  MoncZay.,  Q)ece/?iZer  24 

Children's  /  Family  Mass:  5:00  p.m.  Christmas  Carols:  9:30  p.m. 

Evening  Mass:  10:00  p.m. 

GZris£ma&  Qday,  9ue.zc/ay,  Q)ecemZer  26  Mass:  9:00  a.m. 

,  CZcast  ofiZe*  7?Z/y  CTa/n/Zy.,  Uu/aAay.,  QJece/nZe r  SO 

Masses:  Vigil  (Saturday)  5:00  p.m.  Sunday:  8:00  and  10:30  a.m. 

/ear  9/ears  Q)ay,  Mcatf  of  Mary.,  MMcrof&of 
dJu&zc/ay,  ffa/tuary.  /  Mass:  9:00  a.m. 

Traditional  Christmas  Music  at  all  Masses 
Join  us,  for  the  Nativity  Celebration  of  our  Lord  - 
Come  Home  for  Christmas!  In  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 
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Schaller  Family 
Focuses  on  Getting 
Back  to  Normal 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

who  had  been  grocery  shopping  nearby, 
came  to  her  aid.  As  she  was  rushed  to  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital,  she  was  able 
to  talk  to  the  emergency  workers  helping 
her  and  even  had  the  wherewithal  to  re¬ 
cite  her  allergies  and  worry  about  a  fa¬ 
vorite  pair  of  jeans  that  were  cut  off  dur¬ 
ing  the  ordeal. 

“She  didn’t  want  her  jeans  cut  off  be¬ 
cause  she’d  paid  for  them,”  Linda  explains. 

Along  with  Chang,  two  other  local  res¬ 
idents  were  quick  to  help  at  the  scene. 
Kermit  Kubitz  fought  off  Loren’s  at¬ 
tacker,  later  identified  as  26-year-old 
Scott  Thorpas,  and  suffered  stab  wounds 
and  a  collapsed  lung  for  his  efforts.  When 
Thomas,  who  was  mistakenly  released 
from  San  Quentin  Prison  the  day  before 
the  attack,  tied  the  bakery  on  foot,  Jonas 
Svallin,  who  had  been  standing  outside 
the  Starbucks  next-door,  commenced  a 
half-mile  chase  after  Thomas.  Svallin 
also  alerted  the  police,  who  then  appre¬ 
hended  Thomas. 

Svallin,  Chang,  and  Kubitz  were  hon¬ 
ored  with  special  commendations  from 
the  San  Francisco  Police  Commission  on 
Aug.  8.  Noe  Valley  residents  further  hon¬ 
ored  the  three  heroes  at  a  community 
blood  drive  held  in  September  at  St. 
Philip's  Church. 

“We’re  really  grateful  for  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  who’ve  helped  us  in  so  many  ways,” 
Linda  says. 

Adds  Tim,  “That's  a  big  part  of  why  we 
love  it  here.  There’s  no  negative  feeling 
about  this  area." 

Daughter’s  Health  Comes  First 

Since  May,  the  Schaller  family  has 
been  focused  on  two  things  The  first  is 
Loren’s  recovery.  She  has  undergone 
multiple  surgeries,  including  several  the 
day  of  the  attack,  one  during  the  summer 
at  UCSF  Medical  Center  and  Children's 
Hospital,  and  a  9  '/2-hour  nerve  transplant 
procedure  in  October  at  St.  Louis  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Hospital. 

Loren  also  visits  a  chiropractor  to  help 
with  the  strain  on  her  body  caused  by  her 
limp  right  arm.  She  attends  scar  tissue 
massage  therapy  sessions  and  underwent 
therapy  to  regain  use  of  her  left  hand, 
which  was  left  in  a  splint  after  the  attack. 

The  most  recent  surgery  went 
smoothly,  but  whether  it  will  successfully 
return  movement  to  Loren’s  arm  is  un¬ 
known.  The  Schallers  say  doctors  have 
told  them  that  nerves  grow  at  a  rate  of  ap¬ 
proximately  one  inch  per  month.  If  the 
surgery  is  successful.  Loren  will  begin  to 
feel  the  twitch  of  nerve  growth  by  Janu- 


Loren  Schaller  isn’t  waiting  for  the  nerves  in  her  right  arm  to  regenerate  following  her  latest 
round  of  surgery  in  October.  She’s  knitting,  sketching,  working  on  the  computer  and  back  at 


school  studying  chemistry  and  costume  design. 

ary,  but  won’t  regain  a  full  range  of  move¬ 
ment  until  the  nerves  have  had  time  to  re¬ 
generate  down  the  length  of  her  arm. 

“Hopefully,  by  next  summer,  it  will  be 
well  under  way,”  Linda  says. 

“Outrageous  Recklessness” 

Besides  working  tirelessly  to  manage 
Loren’s  recovery,  as  well  as  the  family’s 
emotional  healing  process,  Linda  and 
Tim  have  spent  the  last  eight  months 
wrestling  with  another  issue:  How  did 
this  tragic  event  happen  in  the  first  place? 

“It  was  just  outrageous  recklessness  all 
over  the  place,”  Tim  says. 

According  to  California  Department  of 
Corrections  and  Rehabilitation  officials 
and  a  report  investigating  the  incident 
published  by  the  State  Office  of  the  In¬ 
spector  General  in  October,  a  litany  of 
procedural  mistakes  preceded  Thomas's 
unsupervised  release  from  San  Quentin 
on  May  18. 

A  repeat  criminal  with  a  history  of 
bipolar  disorder  serving  his  ninth  prison 
stint  and  third  at  San  Quentin  since  2000, 
Thomas  was  allegedly  held  in  solitary 
confinement  at  San  Quentin  during  his 
most  recent  stay.  Also,  according  to  re¬ 
ports  in  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  he 
was  never  treated  for  his  mental  illness 
while  in  prison  custody. 

“It  makes  the  mistakes  even  harder  to 
believe  the  more  we  find  out  about  how 
much  help  he  needed.”  Linda  says  of 
Thomas. 

Schallers  Seek  Damages 

Although  assault  on  a  guard  at  another 
prison  resulted  in  a  2002  designation  of 
Thomas  as  a  “high-control"  prisoner  re¬ 
quired  to  have  face-to-face  contact  with 
his  parole  officer  within  24  hours  of  his 
release,  San  Quentin  staff  released  him  on 
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Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 

a  Friday.  High-control  inmates  like 
Thomas  are  not  allowed  to  be  released  on 
certain  days,  including  Fridays,  and  must 
be  released  into  the  custody  of  their  pa¬ 
role  agents.  • 

The  report  also  found  that  Thomas’s 
parole  officer  failed  to  properly  file  doc¬ 
uments  related  to  his  release  that  could 
have  notified  prison  officials  of  Thomas's 
high-control  status.  Despite  the  official 
procedures  that  should  have  prevented 
Thomas  from  reentering  the  community 
unsupervised,  he  was  reportedly  given 
$132  and  deposited  at  a  bus  station.  From 
there,  he  traveled  to  San  Francisco.  The 
next  day  at  approximately  4  p.m.,  Thomas 
attacked  Loren,  a  total  stranger. 

“I  think  everybody  needs  to  pay  more 
attention  to  what’s  going  on  in  our  pris¬ 
ons.  I  think  we  all  need  to  think  more 
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Housesitting,  petsitting, 
tending  to  plants  and  garden 
while  you're  away. 
RESPONSIBLE,  RELIABLE 
Excellent  References  and  Rates 
Call  415-215-4339 

or  write 

clareroses@gmail.com 


about  what  happens  there  and  whether  the 
right  things  are  happening  there,”Tim  says. 

A  judge  has  declared  Thomas  incom¬ 
petent  to  stand  trial.  He  is  currently  being 
held  at  Atascadero  State  Hospital.  On 
Nov.  9,  the  Schallers  filed  a  claim  seek¬ 
ing  damages  from  the  California  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Corrections.  The  state  has  45 
days  to  respond.  If  the  claim  is  rejected 
or  ignored,  the  Schallers  plan  to  file  a 
lawsuit  against  the  department. 

Returning  to  Life  Before 

In  the  meantime,  the  Schallers  are  try¬ 
ing  to  live  life  like  normal  people  again. 

“After  the  surgery  in  St.  Louis,  we 
could  take  somewhat  of  a  breather  and 
say,  ’What  was  our  life  like  before  this 
happened?’”  Linda  says. 

For  her  part,  Loren  remains  thoughtful 
about  the  attack,  but  appears  surprisingly 
unfazed.  She’s  learned  to  type  again  and 
even  mastered  the  difficulty  of  the  con- 
trol-alt-delete  command  despite  her  in¬ 
jury.  She  knits.  She  carts  the  same  back¬ 
pack — now  strapped  to  a  small  luggage 
trolley— that  she  wore  on  the  day  of  the 
attack  to  and  from  school,  where  she  en¬ 
joys  chemistry,  drawing,  and  costume  de¬ 
sign.  She  jokes  about  getting  a  bionic  arm 
if  hers  doesn’t  heal  properly.  She’s  even 
made  it  to  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Mar¬ 
ket  a  time  or  two  to  paint  kids’  faces.  But 
perhaps  the  most  fun  Loren  has  had  in¬ 
volves  coming  up  with  new  responses 
when  strangers  inquire  about  her  injuries: 

"I  tell  the  freshman  kids  [at  school]  that 
I  was  in  a  knife  fight,”  she  says  with  a  sat¬ 
isfied  smile.  ■ 
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CYCLERY 

4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 

Tues.  —  Sat.  11  —  6 
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Train  with  Jane 

{Train  with  friends.  It’s  cheaper  than  therapy.} 

Triathlon  Training  $259  Running  Club  $" 

All-women,  3-month  training 
Train  for  an  Olympic  or  sprint  triathlon. 

Starts  Feb  18,  2008. 

Kickoff  meeting  at  the  24th  St.  store: 

Jan  22  at  6:30  pm 
Beginners  are  encouraged  to  tri! 
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All-women,  5-month  training 
Train  for  a  marathon  or  half-marathon 
Starts  Feb  16.  2008. 

Kickoff  meeting  at  the  24th  St.  store: 

Jan  21  at  6:30  pm 
All  ages  and  abilities  welcome 


See  Jane  Run  Locations 

3910  24th  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  415-401-8338 
5817  College  Ave.  Oakland,  CA  94618  510-428-2681 
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Kick  Back  and  Relax! 

Bi-Rite  Market  can  help  uou 


!) i 


l0red  as 

7X7  N\agaz»r 


¥ 


cruise  through  the  Holidays 


We  can  fulfill  all  your  catering  needs.  From  party 
platters  “to  go”  to  full  service  catered  events. 

We  also  offer  personally  designed  baskets  and 
culinary  gifts  for  business  associates,  family  or  friends. 

And  we’ve  got  a  great  selection  of  hand-picked  wines 
from  the  very  affordable  to  the  super  special. 


0 


Check  out  our  catering  menu 
and  gift  brochure  at 
www.biritemarket.com 


3639  -  I8TH  STREET  (btwn  Guerrero  &  Dolores)  •  (415)  241 -9760 
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A  basketful  of  Christmas  cheer! 

Send  a 

Christmas  Festival  Bouquet 
for  Christmas, 

Tuesday,  December  25. 


! 

Barbara  Gullion 

Tom  Norwick 

Carol  Bee 

415.861.5222  x211 

415.861.5222  x203 

415.861.5222  x219 

1 

bjgullion@herth.com 

tomnorwick@herth.com 

caroibee@herth.com 

for  you*  Rml  Estate  needs 
now  or  anytime  oj-tkeyewr 
contact  ws  at  our  kerne  sweet  kerne 
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For  the  ultimate 
in  Christmas  cheer, 
this  bouquet  has  it  all  — 
festive  firs, 

holiday  greens  and  reds, 
plus  two  hanging 
Christmas  tree 
decorations. 

Friends  and  family 
are  sure  to  love  it! 

Gourmet  gift  baskets,  too. 


Join  Herth  in  supporting  Toys  For  Tots™ 
Please  place  packaged  toys  into  the 
donation  bin  located  inside  our  office! 


S$5  Castro  Street 
SanTranttsco 
Caiiforoia  94114 


HERTH 


415-824-3233  •  4080  24th  STREET  (NOE) 
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Incanto’s  Iron  Chef 
Chris  Cosentino 

'  CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

shoot  of  the  hugely  popular  Iron  Chef 
America,  is  a  competitive  reality  show  in 
which  eight  chefs  go  through  a  series  of 
cooking  challenges,  and  are  judged  on 
creativity,  presentation,  and  leadership 
by  a  panel  of  culinary  experts.  As  an  ex¬ 
ample,  at  one  point  during  the  six 
episodes  this  fall,  Cosentino  was  asked  to 
make  a  dessert  using  tripe — without  but¬ 
ter  or  sugar.  He  succeeded  in  that  feat, 
along  with  several  other  challenges,  and 
was  third  to  the  last  to  be  knocked  out  of 
contention.  His  friend  Michael  Symon, 
chef  of  Lola  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  eventu¬ 
ally  won  the  Next  Iron  Chef  title,  and  has 
been  sending  hungry  patrons  to  pal 
Cosentino. 

Cosentino  had  already  appeared  on 
Iron  Chef  Afnerica  last  April.  He  was  one 
of  several  world-class  chefs  who  “bat¬ 
tled”  Iron  Chef  Mario  Batali,  a  cooking 
industry  dynamo  with  his  own  TV  show, 
Molto  Mario. 

Celebrity  No  Piece  of  Cake 

While  business  is  good  for  Incanto  and 
Cosentino,  there  are  downsides  to 
celebrity.  Before  the  shows  aired,  more 
than  one  restaurant  diner  told  Cosentino 
that  they  didn’t  want  him  to  win  the  title 
of  Iron  Chef  because  they  were  afraid 
they  wouldn’t  be  able  to  get  a  table  at  In¬ 
canto  anymore. 

Cosentino  found  this  really  frustrating. 
“Of  course  I  want  to  win  [the  TV  compe¬ 
tition]....  This  restaurant  is  also  a  busi¬ 
ness,  and  we  do  need  people  to  come  in. 
We  can’t  have  an  empty  house  just  so  you 
can  stroll  in  and  eat  anytime  you  want.” 

Cosentino  does  get  recognized  on  the 
street,  mostly  by  kids,  he  says,  but 
celebrity  is  not  why  he  got  into  cooking. 
“It’s  bizarre.  All  I  ever  wanted  was  to 
make  a  restaurant  where  every  chef  would 
want  to -go  and  eat.”  He  rails  about  food 
celebrities  like  Rachael  Ray  (“a  nincom¬ 
poop  with  no  real  experience  who  every¬ 
one  loves  because  she’s  like  their  sister”) 
and  the  under-appreciated  talents  of  chefs 
such  as  New  York’s  Bobby  Flay  (another 
Iron  Chef  winner). 

“Unfortunately,  we  all  have  to  pay  our 
dues,”  Cosentino  says.  “I  paid  them  by 
working  two  jobs,  not  having  a  lot  of  mon¬ 
ey.  When  I  first  came  to  San  Francisco,  I 
would  work  14-hour  days  for  two  weeks 
straight  without  a  break,  and  then  I’d  take 
on  a  gig  on  my  day  off,  because  that’s 
what  I  had  to  do.  Today,  I  don’t  make  over 
a  hundred  thousand  dollars.  I  can’t  afford 
to  buy  a  house.  But  I’m  always  working. 
I'm  not  sure  what  to  say  about  the 
celebrity  phenomenon,  but  I  do  see  kids 
who  come  into  this  business  thinking 
they’re  going  to  be  a  TV  star,  but  then 
they  realize  it’s  actual  work.  I  got  into  it 
for  the  instant  gratification,  so  I  could 


cook  for  people  and  make  them  happy.” 

His  experience  working  at  restaurants 
such  as  Chez  Panisse-,  and  with  chefs  like 
legendary  Jean-Louis  Palladin  of  the 
Watergate  in  Washington,  D.C.,  also 
taught  Cosentino  that  the  job  was  far  from 
glamorous.  “In  this  business,  there  are  al¬ 
ways  curve  balls,  like  a  piece  of  equip¬ 
ment  breaks  in  the  kitchen  and  you  have 
to  fix  it  yourself.  It’s  always  a  challenge, 
but  in  the  end,  it’s  the  food  that  matters.” 

New  Salumi  Society 

And  food  is  what  Cosentino  focuses  on 
with  intensity,  even  if  what  he  likes  to 
serve  might  give  some  people  pause.  Of¬ 
fal,  or  non-muscular  meats,  are  his  pas¬ 
sion,  as  anyone  can  see  by  his  web  site, 
www.offalgopd.com.  Offal  includes 
things  like  heart,  lungs,  liver,  eyes,  and 
brain,  and  Cosentino  doesn’t  shrink  from 
using  such  ingredients — they  underscore 
his  belief  in  “whole-animal,”  or  what 
some  call  “green”  cuisine. 

Incanto’s  menu,  which  changes  daily, 
almost  always  includes  an  appetizer  of 
house-cured  meats,  known  in  Italian  as' 
salumi ,  which  has  spun  off  into  a  second 
business  for  Cosentino  and  Pastore.  They 
recently  opened  Boccalone  (www.boc- 
calone.biz),  described  as  an  “artisanal  sa¬ 
lumi  business.”  Small  batches  of  the 
cured  meats  are  manufactured  in  an  Oak¬ 
land  factory  and  can  be  purchased  at  In¬ 
canto,  1550  Church  Street,  on  the  second 
and  fourth  Saturday  of  the  month,  10  a.m. 
to  2  p.m.  The  people  who  raise  the  meats 
and  make  the  salumi  are  on  hand  to  an¬ 
swer  questions  and  offer  tastings. 

Several  of  Boccalone’s  23  items  are 
hard  to  find,  such  as  ciccioli.  or  pork  ter- 
rine.  Cosentino  and  Pastore  describe  it  as 
“unctuous,”  and  it’s  basically  the  “parts  of 
the  pig  that  are  difficult  to  chew,  like  the 
gristle,  sinew,  and  skin,”  says  Cosentino. 
“It’s  spiced  with  rosemary  and  garlic,  and 
becomes  soft  and  gelatinous  when 
cooked.  I  like  to  cube  it  and  toss  it  in  with 
some  beans.”  Other  products  include 
lardo,  which  is  cured  pork  back-fat  that 
can  be  spread  like  butter  on  grilled  bread 
or  figs,  as  well  as  more  common  special¬ 
ties  like  mortadella  and  pate. 

Having  more  control  over  the  quality 
of  the  meats,  fish,  and  produce  he  serves 
will  mean  Cosentino  can  continue  to  bring 
exotic  new  tastes  to  Incanto’s  customers. 
And  his  reach  and  that  of  the  restaurant 
may  soon  extend  far  beyond  Iron  Chef 
America,  with  or  without  a  title  win. 

“It’s  amazing  how  TV  can  break  ster¬ 
eotypes,”  he  says.  “At  Incanto,  we’ve  al¬ 
ways  done  things  differently.  We  started 
filtering  our  water  five  years  ago,  and  now 
it’s  the  norm,  and  Mark  was  just  inter¬ 
viewed  on  a  French  television  show  about  * 
that.  We  also  do  a  service  charge  so  that 
the  kitchen  staff  can  get  raises.  There’s  al¬ 
ways  been  inequalities  in  pay  between  the 
kitchen  and  the  front  of  restaurants.  We 
also  offer  health  care  to  our  full-time  em¬ 
ployees.  We’re  proud  of  what  we  stand 
for.  We’re  really  ahead  of  the  curve.’”  ■ 


Incanto  Chef  Chris  Cosentino  deliberates  over  what’s  going  in  the  pot.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


Noe  Street  resident  Kay  Teiber  was  all  smiles  after  her  first-place  finish,  in  the  65-69  age 
category,  in  the  Nike  Women’s  Marathon  held  in  San  Francisco  in  October.  She’s  69. 


No  Finish  Line  in  Sight  for  Noe  Marathoner 

By  Joshua  Brandt 

Like  many  athletes  passionate  about  their  sport,  marathoner  Kay  Teiber  is  well- 
versed  in  running  jargon.  The  fleet-footed  Noe  Valley  resident  peppers  her 
conversation  with  phrases  such  as  “interval  speed  work.”  “cross-training,”  and 
“deep-water  resistance  exercise.” 

And,  like  other  long-distance  runners,  Teiber  has  suffered  her  share  of  injuries: 
broken  tibias,  fractured  metatarsals,  and  tom  ligaments — to  name  just  a  few.  In¬ 
deed,  when  one  considers  the  myriad  of  marathon-training  mishaps  Teiber  has  en¬ 
dured,  it’s  a  miracle  that  she  hasn’t  quit  jogging  and  joined  her  peers  in  more  "age- 
appropriate”  endeavors.  Such  as  attending  her  50th  high  school  reunion. 

“Well,  when  word  got  around  to  my  high  school  peers  that  I  was  training  for  a 
26-mile  marathon,  I  guess  it  created  a  little  bit  of  a  commotion,”  Teiber  said  dur¬ 
ing  a  recent  interview  at  the  Noe  Street  home  she  shares  with  her  husband  George. 

But  that’s  not  surprising  for  a  woman  who  usually  finds  herself  as  a  sorority  of 
one:  a  70-year-old  marathoner.  Well.  69  actually.  But  who’s  counting? 

Actually,  Teiber  is. 

“I  ran  the  last  [’06]  marathon  in  five  hours  and  27  minutes,  and  I  was  really  hop¬ 
ing  to  keep  my  time  under  five  hours,”  says  Teiber,  who  has  the  lithe  physique  of 
someone  half  her  age. 

All  in  all,  though,  Teiber  can’t  be  too  disappointed  with  this  year’s  results:  she 
crossed  the  finish  line  first  in  her  age  bracket — 65  to  69 — in  the  2007  Nike 
Women’s  Marathon,  held  in  San  Francisco  on  Oct.  21. 

The  route,  which  winds  from  Union  Square  through  the  Embarcadero,  the  Pre¬ 
sidio,  Lake  Merced,  andalong  the  Great  Highway,  gives  a  bird’s-eye  view  of  San 
Francisco’s  most  scenic  vistas.  Most  runners,  however,  are  not  contemplating  the 
scenery. 

“I  burst  into  tears  when  I  crossed  the  finish  line,”  Teiber  recalled.  "Mostly  they 
were  tears  of  joy,  but  there  was  a  lot  of  pain  and  fatigue  as  well.” 

A  retired  nurse  with  two  adult  children  and  five  grandchildren — including 
triplets  born  in  July — Teiber  enjoys  spending  time  with  friends  and  family.  How¬ 
ever,  she  would  love  the  opportunity  to  train  with  people  of  her  own  generation. 

"I’m  sure  they’re  out  there,  but  I  don’t  know  where  to  look  for  them,”  she  says. 
Almost  as  an  afterthought,  Teiber  offers  some  sage  advice  for  novice  runners  of  a 
more  mature  age:  “One  block  at  a  time.” 

That  s  how  I  did  it,”  says  Teiber  with  a  chuckle.  “When  I  first  started  running 
in  1980  [primarily  to  reduce  the  stress  of  her  then  3-year-old  son’s  diabetes  diag¬ 
nosis],  I  could  hardly  run  a  city  block.  I  thought  to  myself,  ’This  is  ridiculous.’ 

“So  I  gradually  increased  it  a  block  every  week  or  so.  until  I  was  able  to  run 
around  Lake  Merced,  which  became  my  first  real  goal.  Eventually,  I  got  myself  to 
the  point  where  I  could  run  my  first  marathon  [in  1986],  and  I’ve  continued  the 
training  ever  since.” 

Teiber,  who  jogs  from  5  to  30  miles  per  week  when  she  ’s  in  training,  talks  about 
running  in  a  way  that’s  familiar  to  people  bitten  by  the  bug. 

“Running  is  very  calming  and  cathartic,"  says  Teiber.  whose  training  route  takes 
her  zigzagging  through  Noe,  Church,  Jersey,  Elizabeth,  and  25th  streets.  "Espe¬ 
cially  when  you  start  running  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  fog  leaves  a  blanket  of 
mist  on  your  face.” 

That's  not  to  say  that  Teiber  is  impervious  to  the  butterflies  that  competitive  ath¬ 
letes  have  to  contend  with. 

“I  often  can’t  sleep  the  night  before  a  race,  and  sometimes  a  whole  week  prior 
to  one,”  admits  Teiber.  “But  once  I  take  my  first  few  steps.  I  remember  how  fun  it 
is,  and  I  completely  relax. 

"Of  course,  around  mile  20,  I’ve  changed  my  mind.  Now  I  start  to  wonder  how 
in  the  world  I’m  ever  going  to  finish,  and  tell  myself  that  this  is  the  last  time  I'll 
ever  do  anything  like  this  again.” 

Teiber  pauses  to  sip  a  cup  of  coffee,  perhaps  recalling  the  seemingly  endless 
slog  through  mile  number  23  in  October. 

"But  what  keeps  me  going  is  realizing  who  I’m  running  for.”  says  Teiber.  “1  train 
with  the  Leukemia  Society,  and  many  women  with  blood  cancer  have  horrendous 
days  of  treatment  where  they  wonder  how  they’ll  have  the  energy  to  make  it  through 
another  day. 

"It  they  have  the  strength  to  keep  on  going,  then  I  can  pull  myself  across  the 
finish  line." 
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Noe  Valley  Real  Estate 

Solutions  for  Baby  Boomers... 

from,  a  Noe  Valley  Specialist 


Do  these  phrases  mean  anything  to  you 


BABY  BOQMER  Estate  planning  Family  trust 

Probate/ Conservatorship  Capital  Gains  Tax 
Reverse  Mortgage  Aging  in  Place  Prop  60/90 

Sandwich  Generation  Long  Term  Care  J-fome  Cure 

If  they  don’t,  they  may  very  soon.  And  the  implications  could  be  enormous.  If  you’re  in 
your  50 ’s  or  beyond,  chances  are  your  real  estate  needs  are  changing.  You  may  be 
looking  to  downsize,  thinking  of  placing  your  house  in  a  trust,  wondering  how  your  real 
estate  figures  into  your  overall  retirement  planning,  or  dealing  with  whether  an  aging 
parent  can  stay  at  home.  You  might  also  be  interested  to  learn  about  special  real 
estate  tax  advantages  the  law  makes  available  to  those  ages  55  and  up. 

Whatever  your  concern,  I  can  help.  I’m  a  certified  Seniors  Real  Estate  Specialist  and 
Realtor  with  Zephyr  Real  Estate.  I’m  also  a  Noe  Valley  resident  who  has  been  involved 
in  the  Bay  Area’s  fiduciary  community  as  a  trusted  resource  for  over  a  decade. 

Please  feel  free  to  give  me  a  call  to  discuss  any  questions  you  might  have  about  any  of 
the  above  topics,  or  about  real  estate  in  San  Francisco  more  generally.  If  I  can’t  help 
you  directly,  I’ll  be  able  to  connect  you  with  the  appropriate  resource  to  address  your 
concern.  There’s  no  more  important  time  to  begin  planning  for  the  future  than  NOW! 


Martin  Harris 

415.595.6797 

martinharris@zephyrsf.com 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Martin  Harris,  SRES,  Realtor  -  because  you  really  need  a  specialist! 


Superior 
Service 
Guaranteed 


CELICA  SALON 

Your  Auto  Spetialist  Since  1 979 


BBB 

~1~ 


MO  ixiimkg® 

All  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  &  Imported  SUVs 

1 633  Valencia  Street 


415-647-2355  •  Shuttle  to  BART  •  www.celicasalon.com  •  Mon  -  Fri  8am  -  6pn 
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When  Quality  Matters 
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CAS 

Construction 

Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 


TILE  SETTING 

Ceramic  Natural  Stone  Porcelain  Glass 

Old  World  Craftsmanship  21st  Century  Techniques 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938  Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


NOE’S  BAR 

X 

Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


The  Best  in  Sports  Viewing! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 
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Priecigus 

Ziemsvetkus! 

Happy  Holidays 
From  Latvian  Hall 

By  Lisa  Powell 

“  C  vfiks-r  “ Sveiks !”  Hello,  be  welt! 
O  Cheerful  greetings  echoed  through¬ 
out  the  brightly  lit  hall,  as  more  than  200 
people  gathered  Nov.  18  to  celebrate  the 
89th  anniversary  of  Latvia’s  independ¬ 
ence.  Munching  on  spekapirags,  cres¬ 
cent-shaped  rolls  filled  with  bacon  and 
onions,  and  toasting  one  another  with 
wine,  the  crowd  enjoyed  an  afternoon  of 
feasting,  speeches,  and  awards,  high¬ 
lighted  by  musical  performances. 

Dressed  in  bunny  ears  and  furry  rein¬ 
deer  suits,  the  children’s  choir  sang  and 
performed  skits  in  Latvian.  The  women 
of  the  adult  choir  wore  traditional  hand- 
embroidered  costumes,  with  floor-length 
wool  skirts,  linen  blouses,  ribbon- 
trimmed  vests,  and  red  wool  bands  worn 
like  crowns.  Hands,  ears,  and  fingers  glit¬ 
tered  with  silver  and  amber  jewelry,  as 
lilting  voices  filled  the  hall  with  Latvian 
folk  songs. 

Guests  at  this  joyful  event  may  have 
felt  transported  to  Latvia,  the  small  north¬ 
ern  European  country  on  the  Baltic  Sea. 
In  fact,  they  were  in  a  place  that  is  as  close 
to  Latvia  as  one  can  get  in  the  Bay  Area: 
Noe  Valley's  Latvian  Hall. 

Home  of  the  Latvian  Community 

“Latvian  Hall  is  the  home  of  the  Lat¬ 
vian  community,”  says  Guido  Bergman, 
who  has  chaired  the  board  of  the  Latvian 
Lutheran  Church  at  the  hall  for  22  years. 

Nestled  in  the  middle  of  the  block  of 
Hoffman  Avenue  between  24th  and  25th 
streets,  Latvian  Hall  houses  the  Lutheran 
Church,  the  Northern  California  Latvian 
Association,  the  Northern  California  Lat¬ 
vian  Credit  Union,  a  Latvian  school,  and 
a  ballroom  that  includes  a  full  stage.  The 
ballroom  is  the  hall’s  jewel,  with  25-foot 
vaulted  ceilings  made  of  pressed  tin, 
glimmering  chandeliers,  polished  wood 
floors,  and  wooden  benches  running  the 
length  of  ornately  carved  walls. 

The  church  bought  the  three-story 
building  at  425  Hoffman  Avenue  in  1 952, 
from  the  neighborhood’s  Finn  commu¬ 
nity,  which  once  used  it  as  a  sports  hall. 
The  distinctive  front  doors  were  hand- 
carved  by  a  Latvian  artist  from  Toronto, 
and  feature  the  eight-pointed  star,  a  tra¬ 
ditional  Latvian  ornament.  (Latvia,  fa¬ 
mous  for  its '  ornaments,  amber,  and 
dainas ,  or  folk  songs,  is  also  the  birth¬ 
place  of  the  first  decorated  Christmas 
tree,  dating  back  to  1510.) 

Church  services  at  Latvian  Hall,  led  by 
Pastor  Karl  Zols,  are  primarily  conducted 
in  Latvian,  although  English  services  are 
held  occasionally.  The  school,  where  27 
children  ages  2  to  6  study  Latvian  on  Sun¬ 
days  (the  adult  lessons  are  on  Saturdays), 
is  located  in  the  basement  of  the  building. 
There  is  also  a  folk  dancing  group  for 
teens  and  young  adults. 

Strong  Cultural  Pride 

“Our  goal  is  to  keep  the  national  iden¬ 
tity  alive,”  says  Biruta  Magone,  a  Noe 
Valley  resident  and  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Northern  California 
Latvian  Association.  “Most  people  of  the 
Latvian  society  here  in  the  United  States 
and  elsewhere  contribute  their  time  and 
energy,  talent,  and  love  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  one  land  most  dear  to  our  hearts, 
and  that’s  Latvia.” 

An  accomplished  painter,  Magone  runs 
the  association’s  arts  programming  and 
serves  as  editor  of  its  monthly  magazine, 
the  Northern  California  Review.  She  also 
is  active  in  the  Latvian  Theater  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  creating  stage  sets  and  decorations. 


Latvian-Americans  congregate  at  Latvian  Hall  on  Hoffman  Avenue  to  celebrate  cultural  pride  and  the  hard-won  independence  of  the  small 
Baltic  nation  of  Latvia.  Photo  by  Pamelo  Gerard 


Each  summer,  Magone  presents  “Re¬ 
naissance  Afternoon”  at  Latvian  Hall, 
which  features  an  exhibition  of  paintings 
and  sculptures  by  Latvian  American 
artists,  as  well  as  ballet  and  musical  per¬ 
formances. 

Music  holds  a  special  place  in  the 
hearts  of  Latvians,  notes  Pastor  Zols,  who 
moved  to  the  Bay  Area  from  Riga,  the 
capital  of  Latvia,  in  2000.  “There  are  as 
many  songs  as  people”  in  Latvia,  he  says. 
(The  Republic  of  Latvia  currently  has  2.3 
million  people,  living  in  an  area  the  size 
of  West  Virginia.) 

The  folk  songs  and  cultural  pride 
strengthen  the  family  ties  of  local  Latvian 
Americans.  Says  Bergman,  “The  people 
are  very  warm.  They  love  singing,  love 
music.  It’s  a  very  positive  experience  to 
be  with  them.” 

A  Singing  Revolution 

According  to  Magone,  about  14  or  15 
of  the  Latvian  families  who  are  active  to¬ 
day  at  Latvian  Hall  live  in  Noe  Valley.  She 
estimates  that  there  are  approximately 
3,000  to  5,000  Latvian  Americans  in 
Northern  California,  about  300  of  whom 
come  to  Latvian  Hall  on  a  regular  basis. 

Magone  notes  that  many  Latvians  im¬ 
migrated  to  the  United  States  between 
1 949  and  1 95 1 ,  making  their  way  here  via 
Germany,  France,  or  England  after  being 
displaced  by  World  War  II  and  Soviet  in¬ 
vasions.  “Everyone  was  poor  when  they 
came  [to  the  United  States],”  says 
Magone.  “They  didn’t  have  anything  but 
what  was  in  their  suitcase.  Everyone  had 
to  sacrifice  and  work  hard  to  build  this  so¬ 
ciety  here.” 

Meanwhile,  the  people  they  left  behind 
in  Latvia  continued  to  resist  Soviet  rule, 
and  declared  their  independence  again — 
this  time  successfully — in  1991. 

Their  struggle  for  freedom  was  called 
“a  singing  revolution,”  points  out  Inese 
Voika,  founding  president  of  Delna,  a 
Latvian  anti-corruption  agency.  "We 
guarded  our  buildings  against  Soviet 
tanks  not  with  guns,  but  with  songs.” 

Voika  credits  the  active  Latvian  com¬ 
munity  in  the  United  States  with  helping 
Latvia  flourish  as  a  free  country  today. 
“Thanks  to  the  people  like  those  in  San 
Francisco  who  kept  coming  together  and 
remembering  free  Latvia,  speaking  the 
language,  publishing  literature,  telling 
our  stories,  we  are  proud  members  of  the 


European  community  today,”  says  Voika. 
“I  am  totally  convinced  and  want  to  thank 
each  and  every  one  for  that.” 

Like  Voika,  the  Latvians  and  Latvian 
Americans  who  meet  in  Noe  Valley  are 
keepers  of  the  flame,  and  will  celebrate 
Christmas  this  year  as  they  always  do — 
with  feasts,  songs,  and  stories  of  Latvia. 

Latvian  Hall  “still  brings  the  people  to¬ 


gether,  and  gives  them  a  chance  to  keep 
their  friendships,”  says  Board  Chair 
Bergman.  “We  care  for  each  other.  It’s 
like  one  big  family.” 

For  more  information  about  the  Latvian 
Association  of  Northern  California  and  a 
calendar  of  events  for  Latvian  Hall,  go  to 
www.lvnc.org.  ■ 


Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 

The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 

•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  ahd 

•Life 

•  Occui 

•  Perso 
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The  Friendly  Staff  at 

ROSE  QUARTZ 

wishes  everyone 

Happy  and  Healthy 
Holidays! 


ROSE  QUARTZ 

Hand  Crafted  Jewelry 

3904  24th  Street  at  Sanchez 
San  Francisco 

41  5.282.661  1 
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CAN  FINE  CRAFTSMANSHIP 
MELD  WITH  BUSINESS? 

IS  THERE  ANY  OTHER  WAY? 


Our  business  model  was 
crafted.  It  started  with  an 
owner-management  team 
dedicated  to  design. 

A  fine-tuned  chain 
of  command  with  a 
single  point  of  contact. 
Individually  tailored 
project  teams.  And 
smooth,  fine  lines  of 
communication  all  the 
way  around.  Design 
cannot  succeed  in  a 
remodel  or  custom 
design  without  a 
business  model  crafted 
from  the  inside  out. 
Which  makes  the 
process  as  attractive, 
as  the  result. 


SPARK 

ASSOCIATES 


ON  SITE  INTELLIGENCE 

GENERAL  CONTRACTORS  AND 
CONSTRUCTION  CONSULTANTS 

(FORMERLY  SPARK  CONSTRUCTION] 

415.503.0055 

spark-associates.com 

license#546094 


Marin  Country 
Day  School 

Upper  School  Open  House 
Grades  6,  7  &  8 


Thursday,  December  13 
7:00-9:00  p.m. 
Refreshments  at  6:45 

Performing  Arts  Building 
5221  Paradise  Drive 
Corte  Madera 


Parents  and  students  will 
meet  our  Upper  School  faculty 
and  attend  "mini-classes"  to 
learn  about  the  curriculum  and 
Upper  School  student  life 

www.mcds.org 

For  information  and  to  RSVP, 
please  contact  the  Admission 
Office  at415-927-5919  or 
admission(a)mcds.org 


SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 
25  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

415.285.9770 

QuitSmartLori@aol.com 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


24th  Street 

Studio  /  Gallery 

Works  by  Ellen  Into 

AND  OTHER  ARTISTS 


Original  art  work, 
reproductions 
and  post  cards 

Ellen  Into, 
owner  and  artist 


New  Location:  4189  24th  Street 
between  Diamond  and  Castro 

415.550.8055 

Hours:  By  appointment  or  just  drop  by 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you’re 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


BUILDING 

TRUST  life 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 


Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Buyers  Overpaying  for 
Few  Homes 

By  Corrie  M .  Anders 

A  five-bedroom  house  located  on  Noe 
Valley’s  western  slopes  sold  in  Oc¬ 
tober  for  nearly  25  percent  more  than  the 
asking  price,  giving  the  sellers  a  $2.2  mil¬ 
lion  payday. 

The  determined  buyers  closed  escrow 
in  just  12  days  on  the  3,300-square-foot 
home,  which  has  3 1/2  baths  and  parking 
for  three  cars  and  is  located  in  the  1800 
block  of  Diamond  Street  near  29th  Street. 

The  property  was  one  of  six  single¬ 
family  dwellings  snapped  up  in  October, 
according  to  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  which 
provides  the  Voice  with  monthly  sales 
data  for  the  neighborhood. 

October  buyers  on  average  paid  1 4  per¬ 
cent  more  than  the  sellers’  asking  price, 
which  helped  boost  the  average  price  tag 
to  $1.4  million  for  a  Noe  Valley  house. 
The  new  homeowners  also  got  their  front 
door  keys  in  just  15  days. 


The  number  of  homes  sold  in  October 
equalled  the  number  sold  in  September 
but  was  only  half  the  number  sold  in  Oc¬ 
tober  of  last  year,  when  the  housing  mar¬ 
ket  showed  relatively  few  hints  of  an  im¬ 
pending  mortgage  crisis. 

“The  numbers  show  that  we  still  have 
a  low  inventory  [of  homes  for  sale],”  said 
Randall  Kostick,  Zephyr’s  general  sales 
manager.  “And  they  show  that  values 
have  not  had  some  kind  of  decline.” 

Kostick  said  he  expected  the  shortage 
of  homes  for  sale  to  persist  through  early 
next  year.  For  one  thing,  homeowners 
typically  stay,  put  from  Thanksgiving 
through  December. 

“[Sellers]  are  faced  with,  ‘If  I  don’t 
have  to  sell  right  now,  I  won’t,  because 
we’re  coming  on  the  holidays,”’  he  said. 

Interestingly,  the  Noe  Valley  condo¬ 
minium  market  had  more  pep  and  showed 
an  increase  in  activity  in  October.  Buyers 
purchased  eight  condominiums,  one 
more  than  in  the  previous  month  and  dou¬ 
ble  the  sales  total  one  year  earlier.  The 
homes  typically  sold  for  2  percent  over 
the  asking  price,  but  on  average  took  six 
weeks  to  close  escrow. 

The  most  expensive  condo  was  located 
in  the  1000  block  of  Noe  Street  between 
23rd  and  24th  streets.  The  1 ,650-square- 
foot  unit,  with  three  bedrooms  and  2'/2 
baths,  sold  for  $1.3  million — 4  percent 
above  the  asking  price.  ■ 


A  Snapshot  of  Noe  Valley  Rents** 

. 

Type  of  Unit 

Number  in 
Sample 

Range  of  Rents 
November  2007 

Average 
November  2007 

Average 
November  2006 

Studio 

6 

$1,200 -$1,550 

$1,374/ mo- 

$1,317 /mo. 

1-bedroom 

21 

$1,095 -$3,000 

$2,061  /  mo. 

$1,661  /mo. 

2-bedroom 

26 

$1,950 -$5,400 

$2,987 /mo. 

$2,619 /mo. 

3-bedroom 

19 

$3,595  -  $8,000 

$4,392  /  mo. 

$3,328  /  mo. 

4+-bedroom 

5 

$4,500 -$11,750 

$7,730 /mo. 

$ 6,000  /  mo. 

**  Survey  based 
15.2007. 

on  a  sample  of  77  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  Craigslist  from  Oct.  26  to  Nov. 

m-v  12107 
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Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 

Low  High  Average  Avg.  Days  Sale  Price  As 


Total  Sales 

No. 

Price  ($) 

Price  ($) 

Price  ($)  on  Market 

%  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

% 

Oct.  2007 

6 

$979,000 

$2,220,000 

$1,429,000 

15 

114% 

Sept.  2007 

6 

$875,000 

$2,515,000 

$1,365,500 

29 

109% 

Oct.  2006 

12 

$876,000 

$2,750,000 

$1,525,950 

24 

102% 

Condominiums 

Oct.  2007 

8 

$723,000 

$1,300,000 

$976,938 

41 

102% 

Sept.  2007 

7 

$659,000 

$1,625,000 

$948,857 

20 

109% 

Oct.  2006 

4 

$821,000 

$1,349,000 

$1,121,250 

58 

101% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

Oct.  2007 

2 

$1,510,000 

$1,560,000 

$1,535,000 

23 

93% 

Sept.  2007 

3 

$1,250,000 

$1,875,000 

$1,473,333 

60 

98% 

Oct.  2006 

1 

$1,125,000 

$1,125,000 

$1,125,000 

91 

102% 

5+-unit  buildings 

Oct.  2007 

2 

$1,515,000 

$1,650,000 

$1,582,500 

56 

100% 

Sept.  2007 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oct.  2006 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Sales  figures 

include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month. 

In  this  survey,  Noe 

Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View.  22nd.  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 
thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  (www.zephyrsf.com)  for  supplying  the  sales  data.  /v\v/’o 7 


Lorenzo  Boelitz  Construction 

License  #376960 

25  years  of 
successful 

Noe  Valley 
renovations 

-Foundations 

-Additions 

(415) 642-5800 

-Garages 

-Landscaping 

Now  that  you're  considering  buying  a  home,  the  details  can 
be  overwhelming. 

Location?  Mortgages?  Escrow?  Inspections?  What  does  it 
all  mean? 
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Let  us  help.  You're  invited  to  share  coffee,  get  your  questions 
answered  and  learn  from  two  of  Zephyr's  Top  Producing 
Agents. 

The  seminar  is  held  the  first  and  third  Saturday  of  every  month 
from  10:00  am  -  noon  and  now  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesday  evening  from  7:00  -  8:30  pm.The  seminars  are 
held  at  Zephyr's  Noe  Valley  office  located  at  4040  24th  Street 
between  Castro  and  Noe.  For  more  information  call 
415-695-8805x281  or  just  drop  in. 


Jennifer  A.  Kauffman 

(415)652-8100 
www.jaksf.com 


Suzanne  Frank 

(415)640-9885 
www.suzannefrank.com 
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Let  us  pack  and 
ship  your 

holiday  gifts 

Looking  for  help  with  packing  and  shipping  this 
holiday  season?  Whether  you’re  sending  one 
special  gift,  or  a  sleigh  full  of  goodies,  Mail 
Boxes  Etc.®  can  make  sure  your  holiday 
packages  are  handled  with  care. 

Each  MBE  Center  provides  expert 
packing  services  and  complete  shipping 
services.  We  can  ship  fragile,  delicate,  over¬ 
sized  or  overweight  items.  We  can  even  help 
you  ship  last-minute  packages  as  late  as 
December  22. 

For  expert  packing  and  shipping  this 
holiday  season,  depend  on 
Mail  Boxes  Etc.® 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC. 


UPS  &  Federal  Express 

Authorized  Shipping  Outlet 


Mail  Boxes  Etc. 

4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 

(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 


We're  Open 

Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
Saturday  10  a.m.  -5  p.m. 


Best  Wishes  for  the  Holiday  Season ! 


VISA 


Where  quality  and  service  are  the  difference 

Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 


In  Our  Dining  Room 

or  FREE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 
Call  ahead  for  Pickup: 

415.647.1664  •  fax  415.647.1683 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  San  Francisco 


_  ijte 

n  Francisco 
^.Mys+ery 

Boofcr+ore 

UBI- — -LI?  iHF 

*1 75  I't+ti  Street 
¥•/  54.81-7WW 

*Fiv>v  y*e  ry  o  o  fry®  ao  (« c 0  m 

Open  Sunday  "Thursday 
11:00  a.m.  -  b:00  p.m. 

Friday  <£,  Saturday 
11:oo  a.m.  ~  7 :oo  p.m. 

T he  Bert  Place  on  the 
Plane*  +0  froy  Myy+eriey 
iy  San  Frandyco 
Myy+ery  Boofc  Store* 
o(</er+  toyy+ery 
fcoofc  y+ore  In  The  0.S.1 


SchweD 

CONSTRUCTION 

Serving  San  Francisco 
for  over  25  Years 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 
Major  Reconstruction 
Foundations  —  Additions 
Kitchens  —  Baths 

General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 
WWW.SCHWED.NET 

415-285-8207 
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{Trust  Building  Tip  #64} 

Stop  "borrowing"  money 
from  your  kid's  piggy  bank. 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 

That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


BU11DING  . 


TRUST 


-TOR  LIFE 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 

Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 
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CRIME 

BEAT 


By  Officer  Jane  Warner 
San  Francisco  Patrol  Special  Police 

The  following  crime  summaries  were 
culled  from  reports  filed  at  Mission  Po¬ 
lice  Station  on  Valencia  Street.  They  cover 
some  but  not  all  incidents  occurring  in  Noe 
Valley  from  Oct.  16  through  Nov.  18,  2007. 

Vandalism  to  Vehicle:  4400  block  of  24th, 
10-16-07,6:30  p.m. 

While  walking  home,  a  woman  noticed  a  man 
leaning  against  the  hood  of  her  vintage  1967 
Dodge  Coronet.  The  man  had  several  tools  at¬ 
tached  to  his  belt  and  she  was  afraid  he  would 
scratch  the  paint.  “Off  the  Dodge,"  the  woman 
told  the  man  as  she  walked  by.  The  man  slowly 
moved  away  from  the  car  and  then  told  her, 
“Don’t  tell  me  what  to  do.”  There  was  nothing 
else  said  between  the  two,  and  the  woman  went 
inside  her  house.  A  short  time  later,  she  went 
outside  to  get  something  out  of  her  car  and  dis¬ 
covered  the  antenna  had  been  snapped  off.  Al¬ 
though  there  were  no  witnesses  to  the  vandal¬ 
ism,  the  woman  reported  to  police  that  she 
believed  the  responsible  person  was  the  same 
individual  she  told  to  get  off  her  car.  The  sus¬ 
pect  was  described  as  a  white  male  in  his  40s. 

Theft:  1300  block  of  Castro,  10-17-07, 

1:18  p.m. 

While  inside  a  drugstore  on  Castro  Street,  a 
woman  placed  her  $300  Palm  Pilot  in  the  bas¬ 
ket  of  her  shopping  cart.  The  woman  left  mo¬ 
mentarily  to  retrieve  items  that  she  had 
coupons  for.  When  she  returned,  her  Palm  was 
missing.  The  woman  quickly  looked  around 
for  any  suspects  but  found  none.  A  theft  report 
was  filed  with  Mission  Station. 

Burglary:  1300  block  of  Castro,  10-20-07, 
11  a.m. 

When  the  clerk  of  a  Castro  Street  bookstore 
arrived  for  work  one  Saturday  morning,  she 
put  her  purse  in  the  back  office  and  prepared 
for  the  day.  A  couple  of  hours  after  the  store 
had  been  opened,  she  went  to  the  office  to  get 
something  and  discovered  several  drawers  to 
a  desk  were  open.  Alarmed,  the  clerk  checked 
the  drawers  and  discovered  a  deposit  envelope 
from  the  day  before,  containing  $500,  was 
missing,  and  so  was  her  wallet  from  her  purse. 
After  calling  police,  the  employee  received  a 
call  from  a  frequent  customer,  who  told  her 
that  he  had  found  several  store  receipts  on  the 
ground  at  Noe  and  Market  and  a  bank  deposit 


envelope,  absent  any  money.  The  employee 
told  responding  police  that  the  customer  bath¬ 
room  was  next  to  the  store’s  office,  which  was 
seldom  locked.  There  are  no  known  suspects. 

Theft:  29th  and  Diamond,  10-21-07, 

4:10  p.m. 

A  woman  parked  her  car  on  the  street  and  went 
on  vacation.  When  she  returned  about  a  month 
later,  she  noticed  there  were  fresh  scratches  on 
the  rear  bumper  of  her  Acura  TL.  Upon  closer 
examination,  she  found  the  glove  box  had 
been  rummaged  through,  various  personal 
items  were  out  of  place,  and  $40  hidden  in  the 
ashtray  was  missing.  There  was  no  evidence 
of  forced  entry  and  the  doors  were  still  locked. 
When  the  woman  opened  the  trunk  of  her  car, 
she  found  her  license  plates  lying  on  the  car¬ 
pet;  plates  the  woman  did  not  recognize  were 
fastened  to  her  car.  The  woman  went  to  Mis¬ 
sion  Station  to  report  the  theft.  A  computer 
check  revealed  the  plates  put  on  her  car  were 
reported  stolen.  There  are  no  known  suspects. 

Attempted  Vehicle  Burglary/Arrest: 
Vicksburg  at  25th,  10-28-07,  4:11  a.m. 

Officers  responded  to  a  call  of  someone  break¬ 
ing  into  a  blue  Mazda  M3.  Upon  arrival,  offi¬ 
cers  saw  a  man  sitting  in  the  driver’s  seat  of 
the  vehicle  who  matched  the  caller’s  descrip¬ 
tion.  Officers  ordered  the  man  out  of  the  car 
and  placed  him  in  handcuffs.  “My  mom 
kicked  me  out  of  the  house,  and  I  was  just  try¬ 
ing  to  find  somewhere  to  sleep,”  the  suspect 
explained.  Officers  searched  the  vehicle — 
which  had  been  ransacked — located  the  reg¬ 
istration,  and  called  the  owner,  who  responded 
to  the  scene.  After  the  owner  examined  and 
found  nothing  missing  from  her  vehicle,  she 
told  officers  she  might  have  left  the  car  un¬ 
locked  when  she  retrieved  a  baby  stroller  ear¬ 
lier  in  the  evening.  The  suspect,  27,  was  trans¬ 
ported  to  Mission  Station,  where  he  was 
booked  for  attempted  auto  burglary  and  three 
outstanding  warrants. 

Robbery  with  Gun:  4000  block  of  24th, 
10-30-07,  7:05  p.m. 

While  talking  on  a  cell  phone,  a  man  walked 
into  an  electronics  store  on  24th  Street  and  ap¬ 
proached  the  two  clerks  standing  behind  the 
counter.  As  he  got  closer,  he  pulled  out  a  small 
handgun  from  his  waistband  and  held  it  to  his 
side.  “Shut  up  and  give  me  the  money,”  he  de¬ 
manded.  Fearing  for  their  lives,  the  clerks 
handed  over  the  money  from  the  cash  regis¬ 
ter,  about  $250.  The  suspect  continued  to  talk 
on  his  cell  phone  while  barking  orders  to  the 
clerks.  After  taking  the  money,  the  robber 
walked  out  of  the  store  and  turned  westbound 
on  24th  Street.  Responding  police  searched 
the  area  but  could  not  find  the  suspect,  de¬ 
scribed  as  African  American,  22  to  23  years 
old,  5’10,  170  pounds,  and  wearing  a  white 
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and  blue  knit  cap,  a  white  and  blue  zip-up 
sweatsuit,  dark  jeans,  and  black  sunglasses. 
The  suspect  may  have  driven  a  dark -colored 
Dodge  Charger,  which  was  seen  prior  to  the 
robbery  parked  in  the  parking  lot  next  to  the 
store  with  its  parking  lights  on. 

Shoplifting:  3900  block  of  24th,  11-16-07, 
9:13  p.m. 

While  working  loss  prevention  in  a  24th  Street 
supermarket,  a  security  officer  spotted  a  man 
inside  the  store  whom  she  had  arrested  for 
shoplifting  three  times  before.  The  under¬ 
cover  agent  followed  the  man  as  he  walked  up 
and  down  the  aisles,  watching  as  he  took  a  car¬ 
ton  of  milk,  a  cheesecake,  a  box  of  biscuit  mix. 
two  packages  of  ready-made  salad,  and  a 
package  of  baby  back  ribs  valued  at  over  $  1 7, 
and  placed  them  into  a  shopping  basket.  The 
man  then  walked  out  of  the  store  with  the 
goods  in  hand,  failing  to  pay  for  the  items  as 
he  passed  the  checkout  stands.  The  loss-pre¬ 
vention  agent  stopped  the  man  in  the  parking 
lot  without  incident  and  placed  him  under  ar¬ 
rest.  Police  soon  arrived  and  transported  the 
39-year-old  suspect  to  Mission  Station,  where 
he  was  issued  a  citation  for  shoplifting  and 
given  a  court  date  to  appear. 

Vehicle  Tampering:  1300  block  of  Dolores, 
11-17-07,  7:10  a.m. 

While  walking  down  the  street,  a  man  saw  an¬ 
other  man  acting  suspicious  and  trying  door 
handles  of  parked  cars.  The  witness  then  ob¬ 
served  the  suspect  trying  the  handle  of  a  gray 
Toyota  Prius,  whose  passenger  side  door  had 
been  left  unlocked.  The  suspect  got  into  the 
car  and  began  to  rummage  through  the  con¬ 
tents.  The  witness  called  9 1 1  as  the  suspect  got 
out  of  the  Toyota  and  continued  down  the 
street,  trying  door  handles  of  other  parked 
cars.  As  he  followed  the  suspect  from  behind, 
the  witness  continued  to  give  the  911  dis¬ 
patcher  directions.  Police  soon  arrived  and 
took  the  suspect  into  custody  without  incident. 
Officers  searched  the  man  for  stolen  property 
but  found  none,  only  a  “crack”  pipe  in  his 
pocket.  The  suspect,  34,  was  taken  to  Mission 
Station  and  booked  for  auto  tampering  and 
possession  of  drug  paraphernalia. 

Shoplifting:  1300  block  of  Castro,  11-18- 
07, 1:22  p.m. 

A  clerk  at  a  clothing  store  on  Castro  near  24th 
Street  noticed  a  man  standing  outside,  look¬ 
ing  at  the  display  in  the  store’s  front  window. 
A  short  time  later,  he  came  into  the  store  and 
quickly  went  to  the  window  display.  As  she 
helped  another  customer,  the  clerk  lost  sight 
of  the  man  and  saw  that  he  had  bent  down  on 
his  hands  and  knees.  Before  she  could  ap¬ 
proach  him,  however,  the  man  got  up  and 
quickly  left  the  store.  A  short  time  later,  the 
man  returned  and  did  the  same  thing.  This 


time,  the  clerk  approached  him  and  saw  that 
he  had  a  ring  in  his  hand.  “What’s  in  your 
hand?”  the  clerk  asked  and  saw  that  it  was  a 
ring  from  the  window  display.  The  clerk 
grabbed  the  ring  out  of  his  hand,  and  the  man 
quickly  walked  out  of  the  store  with  the  clerk 
close  behind.  "I  don’t  have  anything  else,”  the 
suspect  told  her  and  turned  the  pockets  of  his 
pants  inside  out  to  show  her.  The  clerk  pat- 
searched  the  rest  of  the  suspect’s  clothing  and, 
finding  nothing,  let  him  go.  When  the  clerk  got 
back  to  the  store,  she  discovered  that  another 
ring  was  missing,  along  with  several  other 
pieces  of  custom  jewelry.  The  suspect,  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  white  male,  60  to  65  years  old, 
6’0, 180  pounds,  unshaven  with  white  hair  and 
blue  eyes,  wearing  a  blue  shirt  with  black 
pants,  was  last  seen  eastbound  on  24th  Street. 

Patrol  Special  Officer  Jane  Warner  walks  a 
regular  beat  in  Noe  Valley.  You  can  reach  her 
by  sending  an  e-mail  to  sfpatrol@earthlink.net 
or  calling  559-9955. 


The  SFPD  Divides  Us  in  Half 

oe  Valley  falls  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  two  San  Francisco  police  dis¬ 
tricts:  Mission  and  Ingleside.  Mission 
Police  cover  the  northern  half  of  the 
neighborhood,  including  24th  Street,  and 
Ingleside  Police  the  southern  half,  start¬ 
ing  at  Cesar  Chavez  Street. 

Both  districts  hold  monthly  meetings 
that  are  open  to  the  public.  Mission 
Police  District’s  community  meetings  are 
held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  the  month,  at 
6  p.m.,  at  Mission  Station.  630  Valencia 
Street  near  17th  Street.  Ingleside’s  com¬ 
munity  meetings  take  place  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  the  month.  7  p.m.,  at  Ingle¬ 
side  Police  Station  off  Balboa  Park  at 
San  Jose  Avenue. 

To  speak  to  an  officer  at  Mission 
Station,  call  558-5400  or  e-mail 
SFPDMissionStarion@ci.sf.ca. us.  The 
station’s  tip  line  for  anonymous  reporting 
of  drug  or  gang  activity  is  392-2623.  To 
contact  Ingleside.  call  404-4000  or  e- 
mail  SFPDInglesideStation@ci.sfca  us. 
The  Ingleside  anonymous  tip  line  is  575- 
4444.  For  citywide  online  reporting,  go 
to  www.sfgOY.orgl site! police. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call  911. 
For  non-emergencies,  call  553-0123. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 

Art  Explosion  Studios  now  has  new  private  studios. 


Private  studios  200  sq/ft  for  $350/month 
Open  studios  from  $138/month 


High  ceilings 
Color  balanced  lighting 
Spring  &  Fall  Open  Studios 
Gallery  Space  Mb 

Great  Community 


It's  a  great  time  to  move  into  a  larger  studio  space 
give  us  a  call  at:  i-877-ART-EXPL 

Rental  Offices  Open:  Saturday  11am  -  2pm  or  by  appointment 


Two  Locations:  744  Alabama  St  at  19th  St 
2425  17th  Street  at  Potrero 


www.theartexplosion.com 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 
www.SueBowie.com 

Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

Now,  more  than  ever  before ,  experience  counts! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  1,000  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Noe  Valley  Homeowner  for  30  years 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 


Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 

AND  1031  EXCHANGES,  TRUST,  ESTATE  AND  PROBATES,  RELOCATION  AND  REFERRALS. 


Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
wwiv.NoeValleyOnline.com 

a  free  interactive  website 
for  Noe  Valley 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


Who  Do  You  Call  ? 


Business  a  Home  PC  Support 

Security  •  Networks  *  Backup 
Wireless  *  Email  •  Advice 

30  years  technical  a  business  experience 
Clear  explanations  •  Discrete 

415-265-2780 

info@whodoyoucall.us 

www.whodoyoucall.us 

PCs  a  Macs  Member:  GGBA,  N-Ten 

v. _ _ _ : _ J 


Cooperative  Gallery 


Opening  Reception  First 
Friday  of  Every  Month 
7-1  Opm 

828  Valencia  San  Francisco 
Open  1 2-9  Wed-Sun 
www.cityartgallery.org 


KEN  KELTON  CONSTRUCTION 
415-333-1140 

CA  Contractors  License  #  324498 

Structural  Alterations  of 
Older  San  Francisco  Homes 
Since  1977 


IS  YOUR  HOUSE  ANCHORED  AND  BRACED? 
Contractors  Retrofit  Full  Seismic  Upgrades 

*  Anchor  bolting  *  Soft  story  reinforcements 

*Cripple  wall  bracing  *Foundation  Replacement/repair 

*  Seismic  gas  valves  *  Engineered  plans  and  permits 
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{Trust  Building  Tip  #92} 

Borrowed  clothes  should  never  be 
returned  to  their  owner  as  dirty  laundry. 

Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build  calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 

trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you  re  delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons.  value  and  financing. 


That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 


Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 
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Pamela  Gerard’s  handmade  journals  will  be  among  the  gift  items  and  collectible  art  at  her 
Studio  Sale  on  Dec.  8  and  9  at  3936  25th  Street. 


SHORT 

TAKES 


Pamela  Gerard’s  Art 
for  Sale 

Here’s  a  great  opportunity  to  shop  lo¬ 
cally  for  holiday  gifts:  For  the  first  time 
ever,  Noe  Valley  Voice  photographer  and 
artist  Pamela  Gerard  will  hold  a  Studio 
Sale  in  her  home  art  studio  on  25th  Street. 
The  two-day  event  will  take  place  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  Dec.  8,  from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  and 
Sunday,  Dec.  9,  from  1 1  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Although  she  sells  fine  art  photogra¬ 
phy,  the  focus  of  Gerard’s  open  studio  is 
her  handmade  travel  journals  and  note¬ 
books,  photo  cards,  food  magnets,  pocket 
calendars,  letterpress  gift  tags,  and  vin¬ 
tage  photo  pieces.  "I  love  to  make  beau¬ 
tiful,  affordable  things  that  people  can  use 
every  day  and  enjoy,”  Gerard  says. 

Gerard’s  face  may  be  familiar — she’s 
lived  in  Noe  Valley  since  1975,  and  she 
often  roams  the  neighborhood  with  her 
camera,  photographing  people  and  places 
for  the  Voice.  But  you  may  not  know  that 
she  graduated  from  the  San  Francisco  Art 
Institute — studying  under  teachers  like 
Imogen  Cunningham  and  Judy  Dater — 
and  has  been  creating  beautiful,  intricate 
art  works  for  more  than  30  years. 

Many  of  Gerard’s  personal  customers 
collect  her  journals  and  notebooks.  “They 
use  them  for  travel  planning  and  trip  jour¬ 
nals,  to  record  their  dreams,  copy  favorite 
poems,  for  menus  for  dinners  with 
friends,  or  as  gardening  journals  and 
guest  books.  There  are  endless  possibili¬ 
ties,”  says  Gerard. 

To  see  for  yourself,  visit  Gerard’s  stu¬ 
dio  at  3936  25th  Street  between  Vicks¬ 
burg  and  Church.  For  more  information 


call  821-7245  or  e-mail  Pamela. Gerard 
@gmail.com. 

Hanukkah  Comes 
Before  Santa 

Chabad  of  Noe  Valley  and  the  gift  store 
Just  for  Fun  will  host  a  “Grand  Menorah 
Lighting”  as  part  of  their  annual 
Hanukkah  celebration  on  24th  Street,  on 
Sunday,  Dec.  9,  from  3  to  5  p.m. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  come  hear  mu¬ 
sic,  spin  dreidels,  do  arts  and  crafts,  and 
enjoy  latke  pancakes,  gelt  (chocolate 
coins),  and  a  one -foot-high  solid  choco¬ 
late  menorah.  The  candles  on  the  real 
menorah  will  be  lit  starting  at  5  p.m.,  in 
front  of  Just  for  Fun,  at  3982  24th  Street 
near  Noe  Street. 

Six  days  later,  Old  St.  Nick,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  his  sidekick  Rudolph  the  Red- 
Nosed  Reindeer,  will  be  flying  into  Noe 


Valley  to  visit  with  boys  and  girls  in  front 
of  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  4040  24th  Street 
between  Noe  and  Castro  streets.  Santa 
will  pose  for  photos,  as  well  as  read  kids’ 
letters  and  wish  lists,  from  1 1  a.m.  to  2 
p.m.  on  Saturday,  Dec.  15. 

Parents,  don’t  forget  to  bring  your  cam¬ 
era.  Also,  if  you  have  a  new  toy  or  a  can 
of  soup  or  peanut  butter,  and  you  would 
like  to  donate  it  to  a  child  or  family  in 
need,  bring  that,  too.  Zephyr  has  collec¬ 
tion  bins  for  the  San  Francisco  Food  Bank 
and  the  San  Francisco  Firefighters  Toys 
for  Tots  program. 

Ministry  Recycles 
Cell  Phones 

Getting  rid  of  your  cell  phone?  Instead 
of  tossing  it  out,  you  can  give  it  to  a  good 
cause.  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  is  spon¬ 
soring  a  cell  phone  recycling  project.  Just 


drop  off  your  old  cell  phone,  even  if  it 
doesn’t  work,  in  the  box  in  building  man¬ 
ager  Marshal  Cousins’  office  on  the  main 
floor  of  the  church  opposite  the  stairs.  If 
he  isn’t  there,  just  put  the  phone  in  his 
mail  slot.  Please  include  the  internal  bat¬ 
tery  but  no  other  accessories. 

The  Ministry  will  mail  the  used  phones 
to  a  recycling  company,  which  will  pay 
the  church  for  them.  The  money  raised 
will  be  used  to  help  renovate  the  building 
at  1021  Sanchez  Street  near  23rd  Street. 
Also,  recycling  a  cel)  phone  keeps  it  out 
pf  the  landfill.  For  more  information,  call 
Cousins  at  282-2317. 

Magic  and  Mystics 
at  the  Marsh 

This  month,  the  Marsh  offers  holiday 
shows  for  all  ages. 

First,  David  Hirata  and  friends  perform 
Dec.  9  through  30  in  “Magic  Holiday.” 
The  show  features  two  magicians  and  a 
juggler  performing  sleight-of-hand  and 
gravity-defying  feats.  Award-winning 
magician  Hirata  has  been  performing  for 
20  years  at  venues  around  the  Bay  Area. 
All  performances  are  scheduled  for  1  p.m. 
and  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  Dec.  9;  Sat¬ 
urday  and  Sunday,  Dec.  16  and  17;  Tues¬ 
day  through  Sunday,  Dec.  18  to  23;  and 
Thursday  through  Sunday,  Dec.  27  to  30. 

In  addition,  the  Marsh  Youth  Theater 
will  bring  back  its  May  2007  production 
of  Siddartha,  the  Bright  Path,  for  the  hol¬ 
iday  season.  Written  by  Emily  Klion,  Danny 
Duncan,  and  Lisa  Quoresimo,  and 'acted 
by  a  Bay  Area  kids-only  cast,  Siddartha 
sold  out  during  its  first  run.  The  play  tells 
two  tales:  the  journey  of  the  young  man 
named  Siddartha  who  later  becomes  Bud¬ 
dha,  and  the  story  of  a  young  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  girl  named  Chandra  who  is  troubled 
by  the  poverty  around  her. 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


EUREKA 


Introducing 

5UNDAY  &RUNCH 


little  more  cmphia&fs  on  lunch, 
wi  th  a  Southern  Console 

1  I  to  1:30 


Outdoor  fatio  joining  Available 
prst  (Zome,  j^irst  Z?cn/cd 


+063  -  1 6th  Street  (between  (Zastro  &  Hartford)  ^}an  j^rancisco 
T +/ 5-+3  1 .6000  www.eurekarestaurant.com 

Sunday  Crunch  I  I  to  2:30  [_ounge  from  5pm 
[pinner Sunday  from  5-00  Monday  -  Saturday  from  5-30 

*  Complimentary  £>loodq  M^ry  or  Mimosa 
for  £>runch  with  this  ad. 


allij  &Leg  c\  tA,t  doth  ua,|j 
front  Natural  Fibers 


UA/  «SfhA/  Frai/tctsco 


1218  Valencia  St.  @  23rd 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415.282.0695 

^n;Mpn-Sat.  11-6,  Sun.  42-6 
www.  ciitlbose .  oo  wt 
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St.  John  School 


INNOVATIONS 

IN  ItCHNGlO&Yy 


925  Chenery  Street 

In  beautiful  Glen  Park  •  (K-8) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415-584-8383 

www.stjohnseagles.com 
Tours  Daily  -  9  a.m.  ft  2:30  p.m 
or  call  for  an  appointment 


Cultural  (: 

Diversity 


Bird  &  y 
Beckett 
Books  ^ — y 
&  Records 


NEW  LOCATION:  653  Chenery  Street 
between  Castro  &  Diamond  in  Glen  Park 

GRAND  OPENING  WEEKEND:  October  19-21 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckett.com 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Spectra-Tone  Paints 


Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761  ° 

685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


Glen  Park 
NEIGHBORS 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


( - I  “  '  N 

Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  CLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 

l 


( - N 

“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I’m 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 
Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I 've  always 
wanted... 
without  the  fear." 

V _  J 


GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

CENERAL  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  E*TREME  MAKEOVERS 


Chenery  Park 

restaurant 

Hey  Kids  ibring  Atom  And  Dad  to 
Chenery  Pari  kestaurant  on 
Tuesday  Nights  For  Famify  Night! 

V 

Join  The  CP  Kids  Clufe  ! 

Come  for  the  Hobday  Tun  and  Decorations! 

Birthday  Parties,  Hohday  Parties,  Catering 

And  Morel 

683  Chenery  Street  in  Glen  Pari  337-8537 

reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 

*■ 

www.  chenerypark.  com 


Now  Open  in  Glen  Park 

•  Groceries  •  Meat  &  Fish  •  Fresh  Produce 

•  Flowers  •  Coffee  Bar  •  Wine,  Beer,  Spirits 
•  Body  Care  &  Wellness  •  Prepared  Foods 

•  Our  Own  Fresh  Baked  Bread 

...AND  MUCH  MORE! 


Hours  of  Operation 

Daily  Newspapers 

Monday  -  Sunday 

7  a.m.  -  8  p.m. 

Community  Board 

Coffee  Bar  Opens  at  7  a.m. 

Patio  Seating 

Every  Day 

Wells  Fargo  ATM  open  24  hrs. 

2815  Diamond  St.  at  Wilder  St. 

San  Francisco  94131 

(415)  586-9999  fax  (415)  586-6999 
canyon.market@gmail.com 
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SHORT 

TAKES 
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Evening  performances  are  scheduled 
for  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  Dec.  14 
through  Jan.  6;  afternoon  performances 
will  be  held  on  Sundays  between  those 
dates,  plus  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  26,  and 
Thursdays,  Dec.  20  and  27  and  Jan.  3. 
Tickets  are  $  1 8  to  $35  for  general  admis¬ 
sion,  or  $12  to  $20  for  children  under  12 
and  seniors  over  65. 

The  Marsh  is  located  at  1062  Valencia 
Street  between  21st  and  22nd  streets.  To 
purchase  tickets  for  Marsh  performances, 
visit  www.themarsh.org  or  call  800-838- 
3006.  For  more  information,  call  the 
Marsh  at  826-5750. 

St.  Anthony’s  Curbside 
Donations 

You  can  make  the  winter  warmer  for  a 
poor  or  homeless  person  by  donating 
clothing  and  other  items  to  the  St.  An¬ 
thony  Foundation.  The  foundation’s  curb- 
side  service  allows  you  to  donate  without 
leaving  your  car,  and  your  donations  will 
be  given  free  to  those  who  need  them. 

Volunteers  will  be  ready  to  greet 
donors  at  the  20th  Annual  Curbside  Do¬ 
nation  event,  which  is  scheduled  for  Dec. 
15  to  18  and  Dec.  22  to  25.  Just  stop  by 
121  Golden  Gate  Avenue  weekdays  from 
8:45  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  and  weekends  from  9 
a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

The  foundation  is  particularly  in  need 
of  shopping  bags,  men’s  clothing,  under¬ 
wear,  socks,  hats,  shoes,  new  toiletries, 
and  baby  clothes.  Needed  housewares  in¬ 


clude  working  microwave  ovens,  forks, 
knives,  spoons,  plates,  cereal  bowls,  pots 
and  pans,  toaster  ovens,  and  crockpots. 
Strollers,  high  chairs,  and  new  kids  toys 
would  be  especially  welcome,  too. 

If  you’d  like  to  donate  but  can’t  bring 
your  own  donation,  or  if  you  have  ques¬ 
tions  about  what  to  give,  call  241-8300  or 
visit  www. stan thonysf  org . 

Register  for  Rec  &  Park 
Classes  Online 

The  San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  has  posted  its  winter  program 
offerings  online  at  www.sfreconline.org, 
and  registration  is  already  under  way. 
Lots  of  classes  are  available  for  kids  and 
adults,  including  arts  and  crafts,  a  book 
club,  dominoes,  music,  photography, 
dance,  golf,  baseball  and  other  sports. 
Rec  and  Park  also  has  after-school  pro¬ 
grams  for  kids,  and  the  Project  Insight 
division  oversees  recreation  programs  for 
people  with  disabilities. 

The  Rec  and  Park  programs  are  mod¬ 
erately  priced,  but  scholarships  are  avail¬ 
able  to  San  Francisco  families  that  earn 
up  to  $38,343  annually.  To  find  out  if  you 
are  eligible  and  to  participate  in  the  schol¬ 
arship  program  or  to  register  for  pro¬ 
grams,  call  831-6800. 

Affordable  Art  and 
Eco-Clothing 

If  you’d  love  to  buy  original  artwork 
but  don’t  want  to  fork  over  a  few  grand, 
visit  the  City  Art  Cooperative  Gallery  this 
month.  The  gallery’s  new  show,  “Afford¬ 
able  Art  for  the  Holidays,”  begins  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  5,  and  continues 
through  Thursday,  Jan.  31.  The  artist- 
owned  collective  has  turned  its  back  room 
into  a  showcase  for  art  priced  at  $200  or 
less,  including  photography,  etchings. 


paintings,  and  digital  imagery. 

The  gallery  will  be  open  seven  days  a 
week  from  noon  to  9  p.m.  through  Dec. 
23.  After  Dec.  25,  the  gallery  will  be  open 
the  same  hours  Wednesdays  through  Sun¬ 
days.  A  reception  will  be  held  on  Friday, 
Dec.  7,  from  7  to  10  p.m.  City  Art  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  828  Valencia  Street  between  1 9th 
and  20th  streets.  To  learn  more,  go  to 
www.cityartgallery.org  or  call  970-9900. 

A  holiday  sale  of  a  different  sort,  but 
also  representing  artist/activists,  will  take 
place  on  Saturday,  Dec.  8,  right  here  in 
Noe  Valley.  Spring  Pilates  and  Yoga,  at 
1414  Castro  Street  near  Jersey  Street,  will 
host  a  Hoi  iday  Trunk  Sale  featuring  wares 
from  Groovyboutique.com,  an  online 
“eco-fashion”  store.  For  sale  will  be  fair¬ 
trade  yoga  and  pilates  pants,  environ¬ 
mental  and  political  T-shirts,  purses,  wal¬ 
lets,  jewelry,  and  Japanese  kimono  robes, 
among  other  gift  items.  The  event  is  from 
1:30  to  3:30  p.m.  For  information  about 
the  sale,  go  to  www.springpilates.com. 

Rats  Twist  the 
Nutcracker’s  Tale 

The  beloved  Dance-Along  Nutcracker 
takes  a  new  twist  this  year,  when  the  clas¬ 
sic  story’s  rats  seize  the  stage  and  tell  their 
side  of  the  story.  The  2007  Dance-Along 
Nutcracker:  Ratified!  opens  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  8,  with  a  2:30  p.m.  show  and  a  7  p.m. 
gala  reception,  starring  City  Swing  with 
Joyce  Grant.  The  rats  roam  again  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Dec.  8,  at  11  a.m.  and  3  p.m. 

The  show’s  music  will  be  performed 
by  the  San  Francisco  Lesbian/Gay  Free¬ 
dom  Band  as  part  of  its  30th  anniversary 
season,  and  is  the  band’s  first  perfor¬ 
mance  conducted  by  new  Artistic  Direc¬ 
tor  Roberto- Juan  Gonzalez.  The  star  of 
Ratified!  is  San  Francisco  drag  performer 
Trauma  Flintstone,  who  trades  her  wig  for 
ears  and  a  tail  to  play  Ratavinci. 


All  performances  will  be  held  at  the 
Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts,  701 
Mission  Street  near  Fourth  Street.  Tick¬ 
ets  are  $50  for  the  gala  reception  perfor¬ 
mance;  for  all  other  shows,  general  ad¬ 
mission  is  $24  and  children  and  seniors 
get  in  for  $16.  Visit  the  box  office  online 
at  www.yerhahuenaarts.org  or  call  978- 
ARTS. 

Free  Energy-Saver  Lights 

In  an  effort  to  encourage  a  “greener" 
holiday  season.  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric 
is  offering  free  strands  of  LED  holiday 
lights  this  December.  Just  come  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  8,  to  pick  yours  up  while  supplies  last. 

The  market  is  held  every  Saturday 
from  8  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  on  24th  Street  be¬ 
tween  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  streets.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  PG&E,  LED  holiday  lights  use 
90  percent  less  energy  than  standard 
lights  but  look  and  feel  much  the  same. 

For  those  who  aren’t  decorating  with 
holiday  lights,  PG&E  is  offering  free  en¬ 
ergy-efficient  light  bulbs  at  Macy’s 
Union  Square  on  Level  6,  also  known  as 
Holiday  Lane.  Get  yours  by  bringing  up 
to  five  standard  incandescent  light  bulbs 
to  exchange  for  compact  fluorescent  light 
bulbs  (CFLs).  To  find  out  more,  visit 
www.letsgreenthiscity.com. 

This  month's  Short  Takes  were  compiled 
and  written  by  Erin  O’Briant. 
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Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
'  Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gin_  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 


1431  Castro 

between  25th  &  Jersey 

550-7577 


Happy 

Holidays? 


Your  Neighborhood  Movie  Store  for  25  Years 
ALL  KID  &  FAMILY  VHS  $1-5  NIGHTS 


Hundreds  of  kid  &  family  titles 

A  LARGE  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  SELECTION 

Parenting  and  baby  selections 

OVER  10,000  TITLES  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

Knowledgeable  staff  &  recommendations 

WE  LOVE  DOCUMENTARIES! 

You  tell  us  -  we  welcome  your  input 

EXCELLENT  COMMERCIAL  FREE  TELEVISION 

Hard  to  find  titles 

PRE-PAY  AND  SAVE  $8  ON  8  RENTALS 


5  Night  Rentals 

Our  Previously  Viewed  DVDs 

Now  Available 

make  Great  Holiday  Gifts! 

NEW  SPECIALS: 

Tuesday-Thursday 

# 

5  VHS  5  Nights  $5 

We'll  help  you  find  what  you're  looking  for.  Our  goal  is 

Not  for  New  Release  Titles 

TO  MAKE  MOVIE  WATCHING  AS  FUN  AND  CONVENIENT  AS  POSSIBLE. 

Classic,  Cold, 
Caffeine  Free, 
Organic  Sodas! 
• 

A  Mouth 
Watering  Array 
of  Candy! 


Antique  •  Persian 
C  ontemporary 
Tribal 


3775  24TH  STREET  •  415.401.8833 


Also  in  San  An  sc  I  mo: 

2  1  mislead  Avenue  •  415.482.885 


www.  N  o  ni  a  cl  R  u  «  s .  e  o  111 
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STORE 

TREK 


By  Lorraine  Sanders 

Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature 
profiling  new  stores  and  businesses  in 
Noe  Valley.  This  month,  our  focus  is  on 
a  spicy  Indian  restaurant  packing  them  in 
on  Church  Street  and  a  photography  stu¬ 
dio  whose  owner  visited  Siberia  to  teach 
and  photograph  orphans. 

Clay  Oven  Indian  Cuisine 
1689  Church  Street  near  29th  Street 
415-826-2400 
www.indiaclayoven.com 

Kaur  Nachhatar  taught  her  sons  well. 
Since  eldest  son  Nirmal  Singh  opened  his 
first  restaurant  in  San  Francisco  15  years 
ago,  the  Northern  Indian  cuisine  Nach¬ 
hatar  once  cooked  for  her  family  has 
formed  the  backbone  of  the  menu  at  her 
sons’  growing  local  chain  of  restaurants, 
which  includes  popular  dining  destina¬ 
tions  India  Clay  Oven  on  Clement  Street 
and  Tandoori  Mahal  downtown. 

“We  learned  cooking  from  our  mom. 
She’s  very  happy.  She  came  to  cut  the  rib¬ 
bon,”  says  Singh,  whose  latest  restaurant, 
Clay  Oven  Indian  Cuisine,  opened  re¬ 
cently  in  the  Church  Street  space  for¬ 
merly  occupied  by  the  short-lived  eatery 
Bistro  1689. 

Luckily  for  Noe  Valley  residents, 
Singh  had  wanted  to  open  in  Noe  Valley 
for  a  long  time.  When  the  right  space 
opened  up,  he  jumped  at  the  chance  to 
move  in. 

“We  were  looking  for  so  long.  [People] 
always  ask  us,  come  to  Noe  Valley,  come 
to  Noe  Valley,”  says  Singh,  who  has  been 
happy  to  see  the  familiar  faces  of  regulars 
from  his  other  restaurants  popping  up  in 
the  new  location. 

Since  a  soft  opening  on  Oct.  17,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a.grand  opening  celebration  on 
Oct. -27,  Clay  Oven  has  welcomed  patrons 
during  lunch  and  dinner  with  candle-lit, 
white-clothed  tables  and  an  open  kitchen 
and  interiors  featuring  colorful  murals  by 
local  artists  Debi  Tonge  and  Randy  Odell, 
of  Creating  Art  Moods. 

“I  choose  to  work  with  a  rich  warm 
paint  palette,  using  colors  that  are  cele¬ 
brated  and  found  in  rich  spices  used  in  tra¬ 
ditional  Indian  cuisine.  The  mural  design 
depicts  a  simple  romantic  love  story  told 
though  a  series  of  eight  trompe  l’oeil  style 


golden  archways  with  a  continuing  land¬ 
scape  that  links  the  mural  story  together,” 
explains  Tonge. 

Fans  of  the  Singh  family’s  other  restau¬ 
rants  will  be  happy  to  learn  that  Clay 
Oven  has  the  same  menu  as  its  predeces¬ 
sors.  Nirmal’s  youngest  brother,  Malhi 
Singh,  is  the  restaurant’s  executive  chef. 
Among  his  suggestions  for  first-time  pa¬ 
trons  are  Kashmiri  Chicken,  a  dish  of 
clay-oven-roasted  chicken  and  spinach; 
Tikka  Masala,  a  popular  dish  featuring 
Iamb,  chicken,  prawns,  or  fish  in  a  spicy 
red  sauce;  and  Hydrabadi  Lamb,  a  signa¬ 
ture  offering  of  lamb  in  a  sauce  with  apri¬ 
cots  and  potato  straws.  The  tandoori  en¬ 
trees,  including  prawn,  chicken,  and  fish 
tandoori,  are  other  standouts. 

The  menu  also  features  appetizers, 
such  as  vegetable  samosas  and  onion  frit¬ 
ters  served  with  two  kinds  of  chutney; 
lentil  and  chicken-lemon  soups;  and  more 
than  a  dozen  varieties  of  nan  (baked 
bread).  Entrees  range  from  $7.95  to 
$15.95;  appetizers  from  $1  to  $5.95. 

Among  the  desserts,  which  are  $2.75 
or  less,  are  kheer,  made  with  basmati  rice, 
almonds,  and  pistachio  nuts;  and  three 
kinds  of  ice  cream:  mango,  coconut,  and 
saffron-flavored. 

For  large  groups,  the  restaurant’s  up¬ 
stairs  private  event  space  can  accommo¬ 
date  up  to  40  guests.  Takeout  and  free  de¬ 
livery  are  also  available. 

Clay  Oven  is  open  Sunday  through 
Thursday,  11:30  a.m.  to  10:30  p.m.,  and 
Friday  and  Saturday,  11:30  a.m.  to  11 
p.m.  A  complete  menu  and  order  form  are 
on  the  web  site:  www.indiaclayoven.com. 


Clay  Oven  Indian  Cuisine  opened  in 
October  in  the  spot  formerly  occupied  by 
the  French  restaurant  Bistro  1689. 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Fima  Photography 

1414  Castro  Street  at  Jersey  Street 

415-641-1010 

www.fimaphotography.com 

Hire  Firrja  Gelman  to  photograph  your 
engagement  or  wedding  celebrations,  and 
you  might  end  up  getting  a  kissing  lesson 
before  all  is  said  and  done.  But  don’t  get 
the  wrong  idea.  Gelman’s  instruction  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  nuts  and  bolts  of 
necking  and  everything  to  do  with  play¬ 
ing  to  the  camera. 

“Especially  when  I  work  with  couples, 
I  teach  them  how  to  walk,  how  to  kiss  so 
it  looks  good  on  camera.  If  you’re  in  love, 
I  want  to  show  it,”  says  Gelman,  whose 
Fima  Photography  studio  opened  on  Oct. 
26  in  the  Castro  Street  storefront  formerly 
home  to  Fidelity  National  Title  Insurance. 

Gelman’s  studio  specializes  in  child 
and  wedding  photography,  as  well  as  fam¬ 
ily  portraits  and  “model  for  a  day”  pack¬ 
ages  designed  to  put  regular  women  back 
in  touch  with  their  beauty,  which  Gelman 
says  can  easily  get  lost  in  the  midst  of  hec¬ 
tic  professional  lives,  pregnancies,  and 
the  constant  job  of  being  Mom. 

And  while  many  of  the  wedding  al¬ 
bums  he’s  created  for  clients  feature  tra¬ 
ditional  images,  Gelman  enjoys  pushing 
the  envelope  when  his  subjects  are  game. 
Scrolling  through  some  images  on  his 
computer  on  a  recent  Friday  afternoon, 
Gelman  chuckled  as  he  recalled  the  day 
he  photographed  a  wedding  party  in  a  real 
police  department 'lineup,  as  well  as  the 
time  he  staged  a  shot  featuring  the  blush¬ 
ing  bride  pumping  gas  as  her  betrothed 
lounged  in  the  front  seat  of  the  getaway 
car.  “My  goal  is  to  give  the  client  some¬ 
thing  they  cannot  get  anywhere  else,”  he 
says. 

A  lifelong  photographer  and  longtime 
resident  of  Noe  Valley  who  outgrew  the 
studio  space  he  set  up  in  his  home  on 
Cesar  Chavez  Street,  Gelman  was  thrilled 
to  secure  the  1,300-square-foot  space, 
which  he  has  renovated  to  house  a  wel¬ 
come  lounge,  a  new  color  printer  that  can 
produce  images  up  to  44  inches  wide,  a 
professional  studio  with  sleek  hardwood 
floors  and  rich  red  walls,  dozens  of  back¬ 
drops,  ample  office  space,  a  changing 
room,  and  a  client  screening  room  com¬ 
plete  with  black  leather  furnishings  and  a 
52-inch  flat  screen  television  used  for 
presenting  photographs  to  clients. 

“We  make  it  like  a  little  party  for 
[clients]  when  they  come  in,  and  it  makes 
it  more  intimate,”  Gelman  says. 

Assistant  photographer  Nina  Tsare- 
gorodtseva  and  office  and  marketing  as¬ 
sistant  Jenna  Hunt  also  work  at  Fima  Pho- 


Photographer  Fima  Gelman  invites  you  to 
come  see  his  Project  Hope  portraits  of 
Siberian  children,  at  his  new  studio  on 
Castro  Street.  Photo  by  Pomelo  Gerard 

■  tography,  where  services  range  from  reg¬ 
ular  studio  sessions  ($250  sitting  fee)  and 
prints  ($75  and  up)  to  customized  wed¬ 
ding  packages  ($1,895  and  up).  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  prints,  the  studio  creates  bound  al¬ 
bums  in  a  variety  of  shapes,  colors,  and 
sizes,  as  well  as  hardback  books  created 
with  photos  and  text.  The  studio  will  also 
upload  wedding  images  onto  iPods  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  kind  of  mobile  album. 

When  Gelman  isn’t  in  the  studio,  he’s 
pursuing  his  love  for  what  he  calls  “epic 
projects."  In  January  2006,  Gelman,  who 
is  originally  from  Ukraine  and  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States  with  his  par¬ 
ents  in  1973,  traveled  to  Siberia  to  pho¬ 
tograph  and  teach  photography  to 
children  living  in  orphanages  as  part  of 
Project  Hope,  which  Gelman  organized 
with  the  help  of  the  San  Francisco  branch 
of  the  Children’s  Hope  Foundation. 

Gelman  embarked  upon  the  project  af¬ 
ter  becoming  intrigued  with  a  problem 
common  to  orphans:  without  parents  to 
document  their  youth,  they  grow  up  with¬ 
out  a  storehouse  of  photographs  and  fam¬ 
ily  videos  that  they  can  look  back  on  in 
later  years. 

Explains  Gelman,  “You  have  children 
going  through  the  system,  and  when 
they’re  18,  they  have  no  history  of  their 
childhood.” 

To  see  the  book  created  from  his  visits 
to  eight  orphanages,  drop  by  Gelm.an’s 
studio,  open  Tuesday  through  Saturday, 
10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  and  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  to 
3  p.m.  There  is  also  a  sampling  of  the 
Siberia  photos  at  his  web  site: 
m  m  vt  ’.fimaphotography.com . 


Where  culture  and,  hair  come  togethe 


■  Soft  highlights  Bold  lowlights 
-  Japanese  Thermal 

Reconditioning  Straightener 

■  Curly  hair  experts  available 

Color  or  Straightener  20%  off 

for  new  clients  only  I  %  I 


Two  locations 
to  serve  you 

1599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 
and 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 

Open  7  Days 

www.hairplay.com 
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Now  you  can  go 
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FREE  BLEACHING  WITH  INVISALIGN 


OTHER  COSMETIC  SERVICES 

•  Gum  Lift 

•  Implants 

..  I  .  •  Zoom  Teeth  Whitening 

Une-visit  dentistry 

We  know  your  time  is  valuable.  That's  why  we've  invested  in  CEREC  technology 
that  allows  for  a  faster  experience  when  you  need  crowns,  fillings,  or  veneers. 

With  CEREC,  there's  no  need  for  a  temporary  and  return  visit.  Everything  is 
usually  done  in  one  visit,  in  about  an  hour  -  leaving  more  time  for  whatever  is 
important  to  you.  Ask  us  about  CEREC  today. 


Call  for  Consultation 

462  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond  •  415.285.7007 


A  cooperative,  featuring  photography  by  local  women  artists 


A  Woman’s  Eye  Gallery 
678  Portola  Drive 
San  Francisco 


OPEN  EVERY  WEEKEND 
Saturday  and  Sunday  12:00-5:00 
and  by  appointment  (415-731-6470) 

Free  Parking  at  Ebenezer  Lutheran  Church 
(across  from  Mollie  Stone’s,  a.k.a.  Tower  Market) 

All  New  Website  -  check  for  special  events 

. 

www.AWEgallery.com 


San  Srancfsco 


floe  Valley  Jewelry 


for  any  body 


wa  i/z 

- 

zvfh  Sfreef 

VlS-206-070</ 


STILL  the 
BEST  frame  shop 
in  San  Francisco. 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIES 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 


Anniversary 


PERSONAL ,  STEP-BY  STEP  ASSISTANCE 


Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 


Back  to  the  Picture  Mission 


Back  to  the  Picture  SoMa 

Mission  St. 


-|  Decorator  Mirrors  and  Prints 
wholesale  to  the  public. 


Liberty  St. 


Howard  St 


Gift  certificates  available. 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20 ,h  St.  Tel:  41 5  826-2321 
SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7 ,h  St.  Tel:  415  558-9901 
www.backtothepicture.com 


1  Rotating  exhibits  at  both 
galleries  (call  for  schedule) 
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Merry  Christmas.  And  a  happy  new  year  to  you  and  yours  from  all  of  us  who  toil  on  Sanchez  Street.  Photo  by  Jack  Tipple 


. 

what  time  is  yoga  clas  secure  peace 


YOU  CAN  SAY  MUCH  MORE  WITH  YOUR 

When  you  have  a  credo,  you  stand  for  something.  CREDO  Mobile  stands  for  progressive  causes 
such  as  ending  the  war,  stopping  global  warming  and  ensuring  freedom  of  speech.  Join  CREDO  Mobile 
and  help  change  the  world  each  time  you  make  a  call.  What  do  you  stand  for? 

• 

Go  to  credomobile.com  or  call  877.76.CREDO,  and  say  it  with  your  phone. 
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DECEMBER  JANUARY 


Dec.  1-8:  Merle  (Ian  Shoales)  Kessler 
and  Joshua  (Raoul)  Brody  present  a 
SATIRICAL  history  of  the  world,  in 
"Slouching  Towards  Disneyland."  Thurs  - 
Sat ,  8  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia. 
800-838-3006;  wm.themarsh.org. 

Dec.  1-9:  ODC/Dance  performs  The 
Velveteen  Rabbit,  with  narration  by  Geoff 
Hoyle  and  music  by  Benjamin  Britten. 
Yerba  Buena  Center,  700  Howard.  For 
schedule:  978-2787;  www.odcdance.org. 

Dec.  1-17:  "Fresh  Paint,”  an  exhibit  of 
WATERCOLORS,  is  on  display  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry.  1021  Sanchez.  282-2317. 

Dec.  1-30:  The  Beat  Museum  offers  free 
WALKING  TOURS  of  North  Beach.  Tues- 
Sun.,  2  pm.  540  Broadway.  399-9626; 
mw.  thebeatmuseum.  org. 

Dec.  1-31:  Painter  Ben  Dominguez 
exhibits  ART  at  Castro  Computer  Ser¬ 
vices,  1500  Castro.  647-6050:826-6678. 

Dec.  1-31:  OVEREATERS  ANONYMOUS 
meets  Mon.-Sat,  7-8  am.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  282-2317. 

Dec.  1-31 :  REINDEER  ROMP  at  the  SF 
Zoo  features  an  ice  skating  rink  and  a  vil¬ 
lage  housing  three  reindeer.  10  am-5  pm. 
Sloat  &  Great  Highway,  www.sfzoo.org. 

Dec.  3-26:  SF  Library's  BOOKMOBILE 
parks  in  Noe  Valley  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays,  10:30  am-1  pm.  665  Eliza¬ 
beth.  557-4353. 

Dec.  3-31 :  Noe  Valley  SENIOR  CENTER 
serves  hot  lunches  for  people  over  60, 
weekdays  at  12:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez.  648-1030. 

Dec.  4, 11  &  18:  “Tot/Parent  Spanish," 
a  LANGO,  Foreign  Language  for  Kids 
class,  begins  at  10  am.  1021  Sanchez. 
282-2317;  www.tangokids.com. 

Dec.  4, 11  &  18:  The  Noe  Valley 
Library  sponsors  LAPSITS  for  babies  and 
toddlers  at  10:15  am,  and  preschool 
STORY  TIME  at  11  am.  Bethany  UMC, 

1268  Sanchez.  647-8393;  mw.stpl.org. 


Dec.  4, 11  &  18:  Chris  Sequeira  leads 
a  beginners  TAI  CHI  class.  6  pm.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  Call  to  regis¬ 
ter:  773-81 85  or  650-756-6857. 

Dec.  4, 11  &  18:  ImagiKnit  offers 
“SOCK  It  to  Me,"  a  three-session  sock¬ 
knitting  class,  from  7  to  9  pm.  3897 18th 
621-6642. 

Dec.  5:  The  TREE-LIGHTING  ceremony 
in  the  rotunda  at  City  Hall  (6  pm)  begins 
with  a  concert  by  the  SF  Boys  Chorus 
(5:30  pm),  and  concludes  with  a  party 
until  8  pm.  mw.sfgov.org. 


"Landscape,"  a  painting  by  Russell  Ryan,  will 
be  part  of  City  Art  Gallery's  "Affordable  Art  for 
the  Holidays"  show  Dec.  5-Jan.  31. 


Dec.  5:  Alvarado  School's  annual  WIN¬ 
TER  FAIR  features  student  performances 
and  a  marketplace.  6-8  pm.  626  Dou¬ 
glass.  595-5695. 

Dec.  5:  The  SBA  offers  a  class,  “BLOG¬ 
GING  101  for  Small  Business  Owners."  6- 
8:30  pm.  SBA  Entrepreneur  Center,  455 
Market,  6th  floor,  wm.acteva.com. 

Dec.  5, 12, 19  &  26:  Danielle  is  the 
STORYTELLER  at  Cover  to  Cover's 
Wednesday  story  hour.  3-4  pm.  1307 
Castro.  282-8080. 

Dec.  5-Jan.  31:  "AFFORDABLE  ART  for 
the  Holidays"  is  on  display  at  City  Art 
Cooperative  Gallery  every  day,  noon  to  9 
pm,  through  Dec.  23.  Reception  Dec.  7, 
7-10  pm.  828  Valencia.  970-9900; 
wm.  cityartgaitery.  org. 


Dec.  6:  Cover  to  Cover  hosts  BOOK 
NIGHT  to  benefit  James  Lick  School; 

15%  of  purchases  between  4  and  9  pm 
will  be  donated.  1307  Castro.  282-8080. 

Dec.  6:  Steve  Dalachinskyand  Gerald 
Nicosia  read  from  their  contributions  to 
the  anthology  Reflections  on  the  50th 
Anniversary  of  the  Publication  of  JACK 
KEROUAC's  On  the  Road.  7  pm.  Bird  & 
Beckett,  653  Chenery.  586-3733. 

Dec.  6, 13,  20  &  27:  “Roll,  baby,  roll" 
at  an  ongoing  Thursday  STROLLER 
WALK.  Meet  at  1 1  am  at  Holey  Bagel, 
3872  24th.  wm.noestrolls.com. 

Dec.  7:  Hill  &  Co.  hosts  a  BLOOD 
DRIVE  from  1 1  am  to  3  pm,  on  the  corner 
of  24th  and  Vicksburg.  921-6000. 

Dec.  7:  Lick-Wilmerding  High  School 
presents  its  Winter  JAZZ  Gala  Concert, 
featuring  Duke,  Monk,  Mingus,  and  Latin 
and  funk.  7:30  pm.  755  Ocean.  469-5652. 

Dec.  7  &  8:  SF  School  of  the  Arts  Vocal 
Music  Department  and  Orchestra  present 
a  WINTER  CONCERT  featuring  Handel's 
Oratorio,  Israel  in  Egypt.  7:30  pm.  555 
Portola.  695-5720;  www.sfsota-ptsa.org. 

Dec.  7-8  &  14-15:  The  “Risk  Is  This” 
experimental  PLAYS  festival  continues 
with  Trojan  Barbie  (Dec.  7  &8)  and  Light¬ 
house  (bee.  14  &  15).  8  pm.  Exit  Theatre, 
156  Eddy.  419-3584. 

Dec.  7, 14,  21  &  28:  The  Main  Library 
offers  a  WORKSHOP  for  teens  called 
“Beyond  Journal  Writing."  Contact  librar¬ 
ian  Betsy  Levine,  557-4497. 

Dec.  7, 14,  21  &  28:  Friday  BINGO  at 
St.  Paul’s  begins  at  7  pm  (doors  open  at  5 
pm).  Parish  Hall,  221  Valley.  648-7538. 

Dec.  7-28:  A  HOLIDAY  SALE  features 
artwork  by  more  than  1 00  artists  with 
developmental  disabilities.  Opening  Dec. 

7, 6-9  pm  Mon.-Fri.,  10  am-3  pm;  Sat., 
1-6  pm.  3245  16th.  863-2108. 


Dec.  7-Jan.  3:  Artists  Laura  McHugh 
and  Alicia  DeBrincat  examine  “Art  from 
the  NAUGHTY  LIST,"  at  Bluespace 
Gallery.  Reception  Dec.  7, 7-10  pm.  593 
Guerrero.  431 -BLUE. 

Dec.  8:  PG&E  doles  out  free  LED  holi¬ 
day  lights,  and  Jude  (8:30  am)  and  Ian 
Shaul  (1 0:30  am)  play  the  Noe  Valley 
Farmers’  Market.  24th  &  Vicksburg.  248- 
1 332;  wm.noevalleyfarmersmarket.com. 

Dec.  8:  Spring  Pilates  hosts  a  holiday 
TRUNK  SALE  by  Groovyboutique,  featur¬ 
ing  eco-fashion,  Japanese  kimonos, 
purses,  and  jewelry.  1:30-3:30  pm.  1414 
Castro,  wm.springpitates.com. 

Dec.  8  James  Lick’s  SALSA  NIGHT 
fundraiser  for  parents  and  school  sup¬ 
porters  runs  from  5  to  9  pm  at  El  Rio. 
3158  Mission.  695-5675. 

Dec.  8:  Singers/musicians  in  YA  ELAH, 
led  by  Kitka's  original  director  Bon  Brown; 
and  dancer  Miriam  Peretz  perform  holiday 
works  from  various  faiths.  8:15  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series,  1021  Sanchez.  454- 
5238;  wm.noevalleymusicseries.com. 

Dec.  8  &  9:  Photographer/artist 
PAMELA  GERARD  offers  “Holiday  Shop¬ 
ping  in  an  ART  STUDIO,"  with  an  array  of  - 
handmade  gifts.  Sat.,  10-3  pm;  Sun.,  11- 
4  pm.  3936  25th.  821-7245. 

Dec.  8  &  9:  The  37th  annual  KPFA 
CRAFTS  and  Music  Fair  welcomes  the 
East  Bay  Heritage  Quitters,  who  donate 
their  work  to  children  living  with  HIV  and 
AIDS.  10  am-6  pm.  Concourse,  635  8th. 
510-848-6767 ;  wm.kpfa.  org/craftsfair. 

Dec.  8  &  9:  The  SF  Lesbian/Gay  Free¬ 
dom  BAND  performs  the  2007  Dance- 
Along  Nutcracker:  Ratified!  (\rom  the  rats' 
point  of  view).  Dec.  8, 2:30  &  7  pm;  Dec. 

9, 1 1  am  &  3  pm.  Yerba  Buena  Center  for 
the  Arts,  701  Mission.  978-ARTS. 

Dec.  8  &  9:  The  SF  BACH  CHOIR  pre¬ 
sents  its  annual  holiday  concert.  Dec.  8, 8 
pm;  Dec.  9, 4  pm.  Calvary  Presbyterian, 
Fillmore  &  Jackson.  441-4942. 


Dec.  9:  Chabad  of  Noe  Valley  and  Just 
for  Fun  co-sponsor  a  MENORAH  lighting 
(5  pm)  and  Hanukkah  celebration,  with 
latkes,  dreidels,  arts  and  crafts,  and 
music.  3-5  pm.  3982  24th.  285-4068 

Dec.  9:  A  microchipping  CLINIC  at  Ani¬ 
mal  Care  &  Control  is  free  for  pets  of  SF 
residents  1-4  pm  1200 15th.  554-6364. 

Dec.  9:  Soprano  Carri  Abrahms,  violinist 
Katherine  Kyme,  cellist  David  Goldblatt, 
and  harpsichord  player  Yuko  Tanaka  per¬ 
form  cantatas  by  Handel  and  Bach  at  Noe 
Valley  CHAMBER  MUSIC.  4  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez,  wm.nvcm.org. 

Dec.  9, 11, 16  &  18:  The  Golden  Gate 
MEN'S  CHORUS  performs  “Noel!"  at  St. 
Matthew's  Lutheran  Church.  3281  16th. 
wm.ggmc.org. 

Dec.  9, 16  &  17, 18-23  &  27-30: 

“MAGIC  HOLIDAY"  features  David  Hirata 
&  Friends  doing  magic  and  juggling.  1 
pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia.  1-800- 
838-3006;  mw.themarsh.org. 

Dec.  10:  The  final  Upper  Market  Com¬ 
munity  Planning  WORKSHOP  begins  at  6 
pm  Harvey  Milk  Civil  Rights  Academy, 
4235  19th.  558-6314;  wm.sfgov.org. 

Dec.  11:  Modern  Times'  Spanish-lan- 
guage  BOOK  group  meets  to  discuss  La 
Puta  De  Babilonia  by  Fernando  Vallejo.  7 
pm.  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valen¬ 
cia.  282-9246. 

Dec.  1 1 :  A  fall  JAZZ  concert  at  City  Col¬ 
lege  offers  attribute  to  legendary  drummer 
Max  Roach.  8  pm.  Diego  Rivera  Theater, 
Ocean  Campus,  50  Phelan.  239-3580. 

Dec.  12:  JANE  SMILEY  and  other  con¬ 
tributors  read  from  the  new  anthology  The 
Other  Woman:  21  Wives,  Lovers,  and 
Others  Talk  Openly  About  Sex,  Deception, 
Love,  and  Betrayal.  6-7:30  pm.  Main 
Library,  100  Larkin.  557-4400. 


KPFA  Crafts  &  Music  fair 


Saturday  &  Sunday,  December  8  &  9, 

10am  to  6pm 

# 

Concourse  Exhibition  Center 
8th  &  Brannan  Streets,  San  Francisco 

■  220  Juried  Artists  &  Craftspeople 
■  Live  Music  ■  Delicious  Food 

$10  Entry,  $7  Seniors  or  Disabled,  Under  17  Free 

Free  Shuttles  from 

Civic  Center  BART  Station  @  8th  &  Market  Muni  Bus  Stop 
and  Caltrain  Station  @  4th  &  King  Streets 

www.KPFA.org/craftsfair 


510-848-6767x646 

Benefits  Listener-Sponsored  KPFA  Radio  94.1  fm 


■  BART 

bo 


GUARDIAN 


spaceShare.com  Q 


BICYCLE 


C1UUTI0H 


EAST  bay  express 


DENNIS  OTTO 


Trusted  Advisor 


Skilled  Negotiator 
Expert  Facilitator 


GMAC  Real  Estate 

Dennis  Otto 

415-345-2570 

dotto@pacunion.com 
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CALENDAR 


Dec .  1 2:  The  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association's  HOLIDAY 
PARTY  runs  from  6:30  to  8:30  pm  at  the 
24th  Street  Bank  of  America. 

Dec.  12:  Meet  Sabrina  Gschwandtner, 
author  of  KNITKNIT,  at  a  book-signing 
and  knitting  demonstration  at  ImagiKnit. 
6:45-8  pm.  3897  18th.  621-6642. 

Dec.  12:  The  SF  SHAKESPEARE  FESTI¬ 
VAL  performs  Twelfth  Night.  7  pm.  West 
Portal  Library,  190  Lenox.  355-2886. 

Dec.  1 2:  ELBO  ROOM  hosts  a  benefit  for 
Fosters  Assisting  Fosters,  featuring  What 
It  Is?,  Kal  Eckhardt,  Paul  Hansen,  Zoe 
Ellis,  DJ  Delon,  and  the  Hip  Hop  All  Stars 
Dance  Troupe.  9  pm.  647  Valencia.  552- 
7788:  www.elbo.com. 

Dec.  14:  Julie  Dillon  performs  music  at 
a  champagne  reception  for  a  group  ART 
SHOW  at  Rozanoff  Art.  6-9  pm.  355  29th. 
917-251-3179:  www.rozanof1art.com . 

Dec.  14:  RICHTER  SCALES  performs  a 
cappella  holiday  music  and  funny  skits  at 
8  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez. 
282-2317;  www.richterscales.com. 

Dec.  14:  Madame  Jo  and  Trio  perform 
the  songs  of  EDITH  PIAF  in  “Piaf  Remem¬ 
bered."  8  pm.  SF  School  of  the  Arts,  555 
Portola.  695-5720;  www.sfsota-ptsa.org. 

Dec.  14:  The  Gay  Asian  Pacific  Alliance 
MEN'S  CHORUS  performs  “Rejoice! 
Songs  of  the  Season.”  8  pm.  St.  John  the 
Evangelist,  1661 15th.  861-1436;  - 
www.saintjohnsf.org. 

Dec.  14-Jan.  6:  The  Marsh  Youth  The¬ 
ater  presents  SIDDHARTHA.  The  Bright 
Path.  1062  Valencia.  1-800-838-3006;  for 
a  schedule:  www.themarsh.org. 

Dec.  15:  The  Faux  Brummels  (8:30  am) 
and  They  Call  Me  Lucky  (10:30  am)  PLAY 
the  Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Market.  24th  & 
Vicksburg.  248-1332;  www.noevalley- 
farmersmarket.com. 


Dec.  15:  Ceramics, ’beading,  and  paint¬ 
ings  will  be  in  the  Holiday  Craft  SHOW  at 
the  Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center.  10 
am-3  pm.  6101  Fulton.  666-7091. 

Dec.  15:  SANTA  and  Rudolph  the  Red- 
Nosed  Reindeer  pose  for  photos  on  24th 
Street,  at  the  request  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate. 
11  am-2  pm.  4040  24th.  695-7707. 

Dec.  15:  FAMILY  MOVIE  DAY  at  James 
Lick  School  features  the  comedy  Rata- 
touille  at  3:30  pm  and  fantasy  Transform¬ 
ers  aid*  pm.  1220  Noe.  695-5675. 

Dec.  15:  Connie  Champagne  performs 
“A  Holiday  Affair  with  JUDY  GARLAND." 
7:30  pm.  SF  School  of  the  Arts,  555  Por¬ 
tola.  695-5720;  www.sfsota-ptsa.org. 

Dec.  15-Jan.  19:  The  Glen  Park  Library 
hosts  a  WINTER  READING  program  for 
children.  2825  Diamond.  337-4740. 

Dec.  16:  The  SF  Center  for  the  Book's 
HOLIDAY  FAIR  features  limited-edition 
2008  calendars,  handmade  journals  and 
cards,  and  decorative  papers.  Noon-5  pm. 
300  DeHaro.  565-0545;  www.sfcb.org. 

Dec.  16:  Three  staged  readings  celebrate 
RICHARD  WRIGHT'S  100th  birthday.  2 
pm.  Main  Library,  100  Larkin.  557-4400, 

Dec.  16:  Network  Ministries  hosts  an 
hour  of  CAROLING  in  the  Tenderloin; 
refreshments  follow.  4:30  pm.  559  Ellis. 
928-6209;  www.sfnetworkministries.org. 

Dec.  16:  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church  celebrates  the  HOLIDAYS  with 
international  music  and  poetry.  5  pm. 

1268  Sanchez.  647-8393. 

Dec.  17:  Leonard  Pitt  reads  from  his 
book  A  Small  Moment  of  Great  Illumina¬ 
tion  at  the  ODD  MONDAYS  series.  7  pm; 
no-host  dinner  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza,  5:30 
pm  (rsvp  jtsender@webtv.net).  1021 
Sanchez.  282-2317. 

Dec.  20:  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  holds  a 
VOLUNTEER  orientation  the  third  Thurs¬ 
day  of  the  month.  3-5  pm.  3555  Cesar 
Chavez.  641-6538;  www.stiukes-sf.org. 


Dec.  20:  Rev.  Glenda  Hope  leads  an 
interfaith  HOMELESS  memorial  service, 
to  remember  people  who  died  on  city 
streets  in  2007. 5:30  pm.  Outside  City  Hall. 

Dec.  22:  The  Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Mar¬ 
ket  features  FLUTE  CAROLING  with  the 
Noe  Valley  Flutes  from  10:30  am  to  1  pm. 
24th  &  Vicksburg.  248-1332;  www.noe- 
valleyfarmersmarket.  com. 

Dec.  22-25:  SHELLEY  BERMAN  head¬ 
lines  Lisa  Geduldig’s  Kung  Pao  KOSHER 
COMEDY,  to  benefit  the  Jewish  Commu¬ 
nity  Free  Clinic.  Sat.  &  Mon.,  6  &  9:30 
pm;  Sun.  &  Tues.,  5  &  8:30  pm.  New  Asia 
Restaurant,  772  Pacific.  522-3737. 

Dec.  23  &  24:  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Dolores  Street 
Baptist  Church  invite  you  to  a  service  of 
traditional  CAROLS  on  Dec.  23, 11  am; 
and  a  “Journey  to  Bethlehem"  drama  with 
carols  and  candles  on  Dec.  24, 7:30  pm. 
1268  Sanchez.  647-8393. 

Dec.  27:  Peekabootique’s  PARENTS 
PARTY  offers  wine,  Orangina,  and  gold¬ 
fish  crackers.  Last  Thursday  of  the  month. 
5:30-7:30  pm.  1306  Castro.  641-6192. 

Dec.  31:  “Eclectic  Fever,”  a  NEW  YEAR'S 
EVE  extravaganza,  benefits  Human  Action 
for  Humanity’s  fundraiser  for  the  House  of 
Hope  School  in  Uganda.  9  am-3  am.  Gift 
Center,  888  Brannan.  377-4879; 
www.ectecticfever.com. 

Jan.  2-30:  JORDAN  KANTOR  exhibits 
artwork  at  Ratio3  Gallery.  Wed.-Sat„  1 1 
am-6  pm.  1447  Stevenson.  821-3371; 
www.ralio3.org. 

Jan.  5:  Guitarists  Tom  Huber  and  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Mike  (8:30  am)  and  Failure  to 
Disperse  (10:30  am)  PLAY  the  Noe  Valley 
Farmers’  Market.  24th  &  Vicksburg.  248- 
1 332;  www.noevalleyfarmersmarket.com. 

Jan.  5:  The  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
features  folkie  RAMBLIN'  JACK  ELLIOTT. 
8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez,  www.noevalleymusicseries.com ; 
454-5238. 


Jan.  7:  Dr.  Paul  Blanc  discusses  “How 
Everyday  Products  Make  People  Sick"  at 
the  ODD  MONDAYS  series.  7  pm,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  no-host  dinner  at  Noe  Valley 
Pizza,  5:30  pm  (rsvp  jisender@webtv.net). 
1021  Sanchez.  282-2317. 

Jan.  8, 15  &  29:  The  Noe  Valley 
Library  sponsors  LAPSITS  for  babies  and 
toddlers  at  10:15  am,  and  preschool 
STORY  TIME  at  11  am.  Bethany  UMC, 
1268  Sanchez.  647-8393;  www.sfpl.org. 

Jan.  12:  A  RUMMAGE  SALE  and  pan¬ 
cake  breakfast  at  James  Lick  benefits 
school  programs.  Breakfast,  8-10:30  am; 
sale  9-3  pm.  1220  Noe.  695-5675. 

Jan.  12:  Jude  (8:30  am)  and  They  Call 
Me  Lucky  (10:30  am)  perform  at  the  Noe 
Valley  FARMERS'  MARKET.  24th  & 
Vicksburg.  248-1332. 

Jan.  12:  SF  School  of  the  Arts  hosts  a 
JAZZ  CONCERT,  7:30  pm.  555  Portola. 
695-5720;  www.sfsota-ptsa.org. 

Jan.  15:  James  Lick  students  perform 
Novio  Boy.  written  by  Gary  Soto,  to  BEN¬ 
EFIT  the  Costa  Rica  Scholarship  Fund. 
1220  Noe.  Call  695-5675  to  confirm 
show  times. 

Jan.  18-Feb.  16:  Sharon  Eberharcft's 
new  play,  Savage  Arts,  is  based  on  the 
true  story  of  an  Indian  WITCHCRAFT 
TRIAL  in  the  1930s.  Fri.  &  Sat.,  8  pm.  The 
Marsh,  1062  Valencia.  1-800-838-3006; 
www.themarsh.org. 

Jan.  19:  The  Faux  Brummels  (8:30  am) 
and  Devil's  Slide  (10:30  am)  play  the  Noe 
Valley  Farmers’  MARKET.  24th  &  Vicks¬ 
burg.  www.noevatteyfarmersmarket.com. 

Jan.  19:  JAZZ  SAXOPHONIST  Oliver 
Lake  premieres  a  solo  piece  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  454-5238; 
www.noevalleymusicseries.com. 

Jan.  21:  UC  Berkeley  entomologist  Dr. 
Gordon  Frankie  discusses  current  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  HONEY  BEE  population.  7 


pm.  Strybing  Arboretum,  9th  Avenue  & 
Lincoln.  Registration  required:  661-1316; 
www.sfbotanicatgarden.org. 

Jan.  24:  The  UPPER  NOE  Neighbors 
group  meets  at  the  30th  Street  Senior 
Center  at  7:30  pm.  225  30th  285-0473. 

Jan.  25:  “Shakespeare  2008:  An  Eliza¬ 
bethan  Evening”  features  the  Theater 
Department's  SHAKESPEARE  Acting 
Competition.  SF  School  of  the  Arts,  555 
Portola.  695-5720;  www.sfsota-ptsa.org. 

Jan.  26:  The  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
hosts  international  BASS  NIGHT,  with 
Michael  Manring,  Edo  Castro,  and  Yves 
Carbonne.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  454-5238;  www.noevat- 
leymusicseries.com. 

Feb.  1  &  2:  The  California  Music  Edu¬ 
cators’  Association  JAZZ  FESTIVAL  fea¬ 
tures  groups  from  the  entire  Bay  Area.  8 
am-5  pm.  SF  School  of  the  Arts,  555  Por¬ 
tola.  695-5720;  www.sfsota-ptsa.org . 

Feb.  2,  8  &  9:  The  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  welcomes  the  SF  BLUEGRASS  & 
Old-Time  Festival  with  Peter  Rowan,  the 
Stairwell  Sisters,  the  Crooked  Jades,  Eric 
&  Suzy  Thompson,  and  others.  7:30  pm. 
1021  Sanchez.  454-5238;  www.noevat- 
leymusicseries.com. 


Happy  New  Year 

The  next  Noe  Valley  Voice  will  be 
our  February  issue,  coming  out 
Feb.  1,  2008.  Please  send  us  your 
calendar  items  by  Jan.  15,  to 
calendar@noevalleyvoice.com.  It 
will  help  us  immensely  if  you  put 
the  date  of  your  event  near  the  top 
of  the  e-mail.  Our  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice.  1021  Sanchez  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Note: 
Noe  Valley  events  take  priority,  but 
we  try  to  squeeze  in  as  many  other 
items  as  possible. 


Shop  Early  for  Best  Variety 


Our  Holiday  Hours 
are  Extended! 

10:00-8:00 
Sunday  -  Friday 


The  Urban  Nest 

3927  24th  Street 

between  Sanchez  and  Noe 

413.341.0116 

Great  Selection  of 


Holiday  Gifts! 


Show  Your  Heart  Noe  Valley. 
Give  Blood. 


We’re  known  for  the 
red  in  our  logo  and 
for  our  involvement  in 
the  neighborhoods  we 
serve.  So  please  join  us 
as  we  give  back  to  the 
community  once  again 


by  hosting  a  blood  drive 
on  Friday,  December 
7th  in  front  of  our  24th 
Street  office.  Look 
for  the  blood  mobile 
right  in  front.  We’re 
teaming  up  with  the  Noe 


Valley  Neighborhood 
Association  to  get  as 
many  people  out  there 
as  possible.  We  promise 
treats  for  those  who 
participate,  so  please  be 
sure  to  join  us. 


Hill  &  Co. 

Noe  Valley  Blood  Drive 

Open  to  the  Public 
Date:  Friday,  Dec.  7 
Time:  11  AM  to  3  PM 
Location:  3899  24th  Street 


24th  Street  Office 

3899  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
T:  (415)  824-1100 
F:  (415)  321-4350 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


www.hill-co.com 
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Winter  Wonderland.  The  scene  is  24th  Street.The  time  is  December,  2007. 


Photo  by  Jack  Tipple 


. 


This  year,  PG&E  is  offering  you  the  chance  to  exchange  your 
old  holiday  lights  for  one  of  10,000  strands  of  new,  eco-friendly 
LED  lights.  To  find  out  how  you  can  help  fight  global  warming 
this  holiday  season,  visit  letsgreenthiscity.com 


'  :  '  ----- r-  -  -  . 


Pruners,  loppers  &  saws 
make  the  perfect  gift 
for  the  gardener  in  your 
life. 

The  Urban  Farmer 
Store  has  the  lowest 
prices  and  the  largest 
selection  in  the  bay 
area. 

Gift  certificates 
available. 

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS! 


The  Urban  Farmer  Store 
2833  Vicente  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94116 
(415)661-2204 

Landscape  Irrigation  &  Lighting 
urbanfarmerstore.com 
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SCHOOL 

REPORT 


ur  stringers  from  Alvarado  Elementary, 
Fairmount  Elementary,  and  James  Lick 
Middle  School  all  reported  in  this  month. 

ALVARADO 

Holiday  Fair  in  Our  Winter 
Firmament 

As  the  days  grow  shorter  and  the  holi¬ 
days  approach,  Alvarado  students  are 
looking  to  the  skies:  Our  new  science 
teacher,  Barbara  Hogan,  has  been  weav¬ 
ing  science  and  fun  into  lessons  about  the 
stars  that  are  tailored  to  each  grade  level. 
Students  will  show  off  what  they’ve 
learned  by  lighting  up  the  lunchroom 
with  the  winter  sky. 

The  transformation  will  be  complete 
by  Wednesday,  Dec.  5,  when  the  school 
hosts  its  annual  Winter  Fair.  Please  come 
and  see  the  students  and  their  art  shine  be¬ 
tween  6  and  8  p.m.  Students  will  perform 
songs  and  skits  onstage  that  reflect  our 
many  cultures  here  at  Alvarado.  You 
might  even  catch  Principal  Robert 
Broecker  with  a  mike  in  hand! 

Either  way,  you  can  kick-start  your 
holiday  shopping  at  the  fair’s  Winter 
Marketplace.  Unique  jewelry  (made  by 
teachers!),  school  pride  (Cougar  shopping 
tote!),  and  easy  gifts  (cookies  in  ajar  need 
only  your  wrapping  paper! )  can  be  found. 

The  school,  too,  needs  gifts,  so  we  can 
give  our  students  valuable  resources, 
such  as  the  PTA-contracted  instructors. 
Our  annual  fund  drive  kicked  off  in  mid- 
November,  and  we  gratefully  welcome 
any  tax -deductible  donations  to  the  PTA. 
The  fund  will  have  a  booth  at  the  fair,  but 
the  organizers  will  be  accepting  money 
into  2008.  This  money  gives  Alvarado  the 
kind  of  extras  that  are  often  found  only  in 
private  schools:  art,  dance,  and  computer 
and  science  teachers,  for  example. 

Kids  Crowd  After-School  Clubs 

Another  PTA-funded  perk — after¬ 
school  clubs — is  wrapping  up  a  fall  ses¬ 
sion  that  offered  more  options  than  ever. 
Nearly  200  students  signed  up  for  one  of 
16  classes  that  ranged  from  yoga  to  Ital¬ 
ian  culture  to  drumming.  Thanks  to  do¬ 
nations  from  many  parents,  the  clubs 
broke  even.  Donations  do  not  always 
mean  mailing  in  a  check,  either.  Parent 
volunteers  taught  half  the  classes.  The 
Italian  culture  class — new  this  year  and 
very  popular — was  taught  by  Sara  Mc¬ 
Mullen  and  funded  by  a  grant  she  got 
from  the  Italian  embassy. 

Unfortunately,  scores  of  children  did 


not  get  into  a  club.  The  waiting  lists  for 
chess,  art,  clay,  and  drumming  were  es¬ 
pecially  long.  Those  kids  will  have  prior¬ 
ity  for  clubs  this  spring,  but  we  also  hope 
to  expand  the  number  of  clubs  by  divid¬ 
ing  some  of  the  more  popular  clubs  into 
two  sessions.  (Spring  is  longer,  making  its 
two  sessions  roughly  as  long  as  fall’s.) 

A  Wish  List  from  the  Teachers 

Finally,  your  Voice  correspondent 
asked  the  Alvarado  teachers  to  come  up 
with  a  holiday  wish  list: 

•  Anne  Chang,  Spanish-immersion  first 
grade:  Dry  erase  board,  24  by  36  inches. 

•  Nancy  Hawkins,  outreach:  Nice  clean 
smallish  rug  and  curtains  for  play  area. 

•  Marco  Bianchi,  computer  lab:  Digi¬ 
tal  cameras. 

•  Kristen  Engler,  third  grade:  New  car¬ 
pet,  bound,  blue  or  green  tweed,  5.5  by 
1 1.5  feet. 

•  Malaika  Sapper,  Spanish-immersion 
kindergarten:  Tall  ladder  to  hang  hooks 
and  string  from  ceiling. 

•  Jilma  Ortiz,  Spanish-immersion  sec¬ 
ond  grade:  New  carpet,  small  refrigerator. 

•  Barbara  Hogan,  science:  Small  car¬ 
pet  and  non-skid  pad. 

•  Robert  Broecker,  principal:  Larger 
conference  table  for  principal’s  office. 

Call  the  school  if  you  have  questions: 
595-5695.  Thank  you,  and  happy  holi¬ 
days  from  all  of  us! 

— Heather  World 

FAIRMOUNT 

Opera  Stars  Bring  Magic  Flute  to 
School 

Fairmount  wants  to  give  its  students 
more  exposure  to  the  performing  arts. 
What  could  be  better  than  live  theater? 

For  the  past  few  years,  Maureen  Sulli¬ 
van,  who  teaches  fourth-  and  fifth- 
graders,  has  worked  with  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Opera’s  “Opera  a  la  Carte’’ 
program,  to  give  students  the  chance  to 
both  perform  and  observe  opera.  Filling 
the  Fairmount  cafeteria  in  October  for 
two  standing-room-only  shows  were  ac¬ 
tors  and  singers  from  the  company  who 
astounded  listeners  with  Mozart’s  tale  of 
The  Magic  Flute.  This  opera,  thought  of 
as  an  ideal  way  to  introduce  audiences  to 
opera,  also  featured  Fairmount  students 
in  leading  and  accompanying  roles,  in¬ 
cluding  an  operatic  choir.  The  students  re¬ 
hearsed  with  the  company  players,  at 
school  and  at  the  Opera’s  Civic  Center 
headquarters,  in  preparation  for  two 
school  community  performances. 

On  the  day  of  the  performances,  kids 
sat  on  the  floor  with  their  eyes  wide  open 
and  mouths  agape  as  they  followed  the 
story  of  a  quest  for  true  love,  a  slain 
dragon,  and  an  evil  queen,  One  highlight 
was  when  Papageno,  played  by  San  Fran¬ 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 


Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants  &  instrument  play 


REAtfm'S 

CHOICE 

VV1SNKR  ' 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


Fall  Session,  is  Sept  10th  -  Dec  8th 

Easy  Noe  Valley  location!  Try  a  free  demo!! 
Visit  the  website  or  call  to  get  started! 


“FIVE  STARS  to  Director 
Paul  Godwin  and  his 
teachers!”  -  GoCityKids.com 


415-596-02199 

www.musictogethersf.com 


cisco  Opera  baritone  Mark  Hernandez, 
kneeled  before  a  crowd  of  little  girls,  cry¬ 
ing  out,  “Where  is  my  wife?  Is  she  here? 
Is  she  there?”  The  girls  in  the  audience 
shrieked  and  scattered  across  the  floor. 

Camping  and  Cooking  at  Slide  Ranch 

An  integral  part  of  the  Fairmount 
school  curriculum  is  the  opportunity  for 
older  students  to  experience  the  great  out¬ 
doors  while  learning  about  the  environ¬ 
ment.  This  year’s  fourth-  and  fifth-grade 
students  will  be  participating  in  an  envi¬ 
ronmental  education  program  through  the 
nonprofit  Slide  Ranch  in  Marin  County. 
Slide  Ranch  generously  provides  dis¬ 
counted  camping  fees,  which  allow  all 
Fairmount  students  to  attend. 

The  group  attending  the  fall  session  at 
the  ranch  recently  returned,  having  had 
the  opportunity  to  work  with  farm  ani¬ 
mals,  including  milking  a  goat,  feeding 
chickens,  and  making  sure  to  keep  their 
hands  safely  in  their  pockets  while  in  the 
wild  turkey  pen.  Students  also  learned  to 
set  up  camp,  including  putting  up  tents. 
For  some  students,  it  was  their  first  ex¬ 
perience  sleeping  in  a  tent  and  looking  at 
the  stars  from  a  sleeping  bag. 

Students  worked  in  the  herb  garden 
and  made  herb  bread,  which  they  ate  at 
dinner.  A  highlight  of  the  trip  was  a  hike 
to  the  tide  pools,  where  naturalists  helped 
students  identify  marine  life.  Naturally, 
all  good  camping  trips  end  with  a  camp¬ 
fire  and,  in  the  words  of  one  camper, 
“slightly  scary  stories.”  More  students 
will  make  the  trek  this  spring. 

Festivals,  Festivals,  Festivals 

The  second  annual  Fairmount  Harvest 
Festival  was  a  resounding  success,  with 
$  1 0,000  raised  through  a  raffle  to  support 
the  school’s  music,  arts,  and  dance  pro¬ 
grams.  The  festival  featured  face-painting 
and  kids  jumping,  hopping,  and  rolling  in 
an  obstacle  course.  But  the  highlight  was 


the  butterfly  tent,  where  children  could 
enter  and  hold  butterflies  or  find  them 
alighting  on  their  shoulders  or  heads. 

On  Nov.  2,  the  Dia  de  los  Muertos  Fes¬ 
tival  featured  altars  made  by  students  and 
teachers,  memorializing  deceased  loved 
ones.  Also,  students  each  made  their  own 
loaf  of  pan  duk  e  to  eat. 

One  final  festival  footnote:  Recent 
Fairmount  graduate  Rebecca  Hughes 
won  a  new  electric  guitar  for  a  song  she 
performed  at  last  year’s  Fiesta Val.  The 
song — “Annoying  Little  Brothers” — gar¬ 
nered  laughter,  applause,  and  tapping  feet 
last  May.  While  Rebecca  enjoys  her  new 
classes  at  James  Lick  Middle  School,  her 
(very  sweet)  little  brother,  Jamie,  still  at¬ 
tends  Fairmount  as  a  third-grader. 

Tuesday  Tours 

Tours  continue  on  Tuesday  mornings. 
Contact  the  school  to  reserve  a  space  or 
drop  in  to  see  our  dual-immersion  Span¬ 
ish  program  in  action,  or  to  chat  with  our 
dynamic  principal,  Karling  Aguilera-Fort. 

— Tom  Rui: 

JAMES  LICK 

James  Lick  Students  Win  Essay/Art 
Honors 

Congratulations  to  James  Lick  sev¬ 
enth-graders  Jose  Cabrera,  Santiago  Mar¬ 
tinez,  and  Alicia  Mana,  whose  essays- 
with-art  comprised  three  of  the  four  top 
selections  representing  the  city  in  the 
Chronicle’s  Latino  Essay  and  Art  Con¬ 
test.  Jose  Cabrera  also  won  second  prize 
at  the  statewide  level. 

Alicia  Mana’s  essay  honored  the  con¬ 
tributions  of  Carmen  Lomas  Garza,  an  in¬ 
ternationally  famous  Latina  artist  who 
lives  in  San  Francisco.  Alicia  saw  her 
own  grandmother  reflected  in  many  of 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


St.  Philip  School 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


A  neighborhood  school  with  focus  on  educational 
enrichment  and  Catholic  values  which  challenges  its 
students  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  and  graduates 
confident  individuals  who  are  well  prepared  for  higl 
school  and  college. 

•  Mobile  technology  labs,  used  by  students  in  a 
grades; 

■  Bruins'  sports  teams  and  league  champions  ir 
volleyball,  basketball  and  baseball; 

■  A.M  and  P.M  extended  care  program 
incorporating 

o  Study  Hall 

o  Junior  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society 
o  Drama.  Dance,  Circus  and  Music 
o  Language 
o  Academic  Chess; 

■  Full  6  year  WASC  Accreditation; 

■  Served  by  Muni  bus  24,  35  and  48. 


To  request  information  or  schedule  a  tour,  please  contact 
665  Elizabeth  Street,  San  Francisco  CA  94114 
(415)824  8467 


Katherine  Michiels  Elementary  School 


s' , 


•K-  5th  Grade 

•  Small  Class  Size 

>  Learning  Differences 
Program 

•  Siingerland  Tutoring 

•  Spanish  Language 


14151 821-1434  ext.  14 
1335  Guerrero  Street 
San  Francisco 
www.kmsofsf.org 


Kindergarten  Open  House 

November  1 4th  2007.  7om 
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CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

Garza's  images,  and  wrote:  "I  would  love 
to  accomplish  many  of  the  things  she  has 
throughout  her  life.  Maybe  one  day,  a  girl 
or  boy  will  be  writing  about  me  in  an  es¬ 
say  for  a  contest  like  this.”  Alicia  drew  a 
pastel  portrait  to  accompany  her  essay. 

Santiago  Martinez  wrote  about  his 
grandfather,  Jose  Martinez,  a  Mexican 
immigrant  who  overcame  prejudice  in  his 
high  school — where  the  principal  said, 
“Mexicans  don’t  do  science” — to  become 
one  of  the  first  Mexican  Americans  to 
earn  his  doctorate  in  physics.  He  also 
helped  found  the  Society  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  Chicanos  and  Native 
Americans  in  Science.  “My  grandpa  re¬ 
alized  that  few  minorities  were  following 
scientific  careers. . . .  He  demonstrated  that 
Hispanics  and  other  people  of  color  are 
very  capable  people.” 

Jonas  Cabrera  wrote  about  his  grand¬ 
mother,  Celina  Martinez,  who  was  a 
renowned  political  activist  in  Mexico. 
Jonas  wrote,  “People  everywhere  knew 
her,  from  the  high  sierras  to  the  cities.  Her 
words  were  powerful  and  her  voice  was 
thunderous.  Wherever  she  went,  thou¬ 
sands  followed  her.”  His  essay,  a  poem, 
and  a  collage  of  pictures,  words,  and 
drawings  earned  him  a  $1,000  savings 
bond  from  the  Ford  Motor  Company  as 
the  second-place  winner  in  the  statewide 
competition. 

All  three  students  are  in  Tobi  Hacker's 
seventh-grade  language  arts  class,  and  the 
contest  was  sponsored  by  the  Ford  Motor 
Company  in  celebration  of  Hispanic  Her¬ 
itage  Month.  Ms.  Hacker  reports,  “I  was 


very  proud  to  submit  all  the  excellent 
writing  and  beautiful  art  our  James  Lick 
students  created.”  Kudos  to  Ms.  Hacker 
for  her  inspiration,  support,  and  encour¬ 
agement.  Read  on  below: 

Ms.  Hacker  Honored  by  826  Valencia 

Seventh-grade  language  arts  and  social 
studies  teacher  Tobi  Hacker  was  recently 
honored  by  the  tutoring  center  826  Va¬ 
lencia  as  Teacher  of  the  Month  (Septem¬ 
ber).  In  making  the  award,  the  crew  at  826 
cited  her  high  standards,  nurturing  teach¬ 
ing  style,  and  mentoring  of  new  teachers. 
“Beyond  her  deep  commitment  to  her  stu¬ 
dents,  Ms.  Hacker  also  demonstrates  the 
importance  of  collaborating  with  col¬ 
leagues  on  the  development  of  a  strong 
curriculum  and  exciting  lessons....  We 
are  so  fortunate  to  have  a  teacher  of  Tobi 
Hacker’s  caliber  in  our  neighborhood.” 

Movies  and  Theater  for  Families 

Bring  your  family  to  our  Family  Movie 
Day  on  Saturday,  Dec.  15.  We’ll  be  show¬ 
ing  Pixar’s  culinary  comedy  Ratatouille 
(rated  G)  at  3:30  p.m.  and  the  fantasy/ac¬ 
tion  thriller  Transformers  (rated  PG-13) 
at  6  p.m.  in  our  beautiful  theater.  Parking 
in  our  lot  is  free,  and  our  students  will  sell 
refreshments  and  snacks.  Requested  do¬ 
nation  is  $4  per  person,  with  special  rates 
for  families.  Doors  open  20  minutes  be¬ 
fore  the  show.  Feel  free  to  bring  a  booster 
seat  for  younger  children. 

On  the  evenings  of  Jan.  15  and  16.  our 
students  will  present  performances  of 
Novio  Boy,  a  light-hearted  comedy  about 
the  awkwardness  and  excitement  of  young 
love.  Written  by  award-winning  author 
Gary  Soto,  and  directed  by  our  own 
drama  teacher  Jake  Stookey,  the  play  is 
one  that  young  teens  can  relate  to.  It  also 
should  bring  back  amusing  memories  for 
parents.  Call  to  confirm  times  and  ticket 
prices.  Proceeds  from  both  events  will 


benefit  our  Costa  Rica  Scholarship  Fund. 

Pancake  Breakfast  and  Rummage 
Sale 

Drop  by  the  school  on  Saturday,  Jan. 

1 2,  when  our  Costa  Rica-bound  students 
and  their  families  will  be  flipping  pan¬ 
cakes  and  selling  knickknacks  to  finance 
their  international  travel  adventures.  The 
pancake  breakfast  will  be  served  from  8 
to  10:30  a.m.,  and  the  Rummage  Sale  will 
run  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Come  early — 
or  stay  late — for  the  best  bargains! 

Mayor’s  Shape-Up  Program 

If  the  sidewalks  seem  busier  than  usual 
around  James  Lick,  it’s  because  our  stu¬ 
dents,  families,  and  staff  have  been  log¬ 
ging  their  walking  and  running  miles 
every  Friday  as  part  of  Mayor  Newsom’s 
Shape  Up  San  Francisco  fitness  program. 
Participants  are  striving  toward  the  goal 
of  running  or  walking  a  total  of  1,016 
miles — a  distance  that  is  equivalent  to  the 
total  length  of  the  California  coastline. 
Lick  is  proud  to  be  the  only  middle  school 
in  the  city  participating  in  this  event! 

Winter  Wonderland  Ball 

Our  cafeteria  will  be  transformed  into 
a  magical  fantasy  world  when  the  lights 
are  dimmed  for  our  second  annual  Win¬ 
ter  Wonderland  Ball  on  Friday,  Dec.  7, 
from  5:30  to  8:30  p.m.  This  semi-formal 
event  for  students  includes  both  dinner 
and  a  dance,  and  is  sponsored  by  the  year¬ 
book  class  as  a  benefit  for  their  publica¬ 
tion.  Parents  and  teachers  will  serve  the 
meal:  professional  photographs  will  be 
available  for  purchase;  and  a  variety  of 
door  prizes  will  be  given  away. 

Salsa  Night  Fundraiser 

Not  to  be  left  out,  the  grown-ups  will 
have  a  dance  of  their  own  the  following 
night,  Saturday,  Dec.  8,  at  El  Rio  from  5 


to  9  p.m.  This  event  is  for  adults  only; 
tickets  may  be  purchased  at  the  door. 

It’s  Bee  Time 

Our  language  arts  classes  held  spelling 
bees  in  November,  with  the  winners  ad¬ 
vancing  to  competition  in  the  school’s  an¬ 
nual  spelling  bee  on  Dec.  6  during  sev¬ 
enth  period. 

New  Counselor  Selected 

Congratulations  to  our  new  eighth- 
grade  counselor,  Rhonda  Luna.  Ms.  Luna 
was  responsible  for  organizing  positive 
incentive  programs  to  reward  student  im¬ 
provement,  and  providing  ice  cream  so¬ 
cials  for  students  on  the  academic  Honor 
Roll  in  October. 

— Sue  Cat  toe  he 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
Karting  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

www.fairmountschoolpta.org 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
Robert  Broecker,  Principal 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 
www.alvaradoschool.net 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675 
www.jameslickptsa.org 


BLACK  BELT  ACADEMY 


Creating  tomorrow’s  leaders...  ONE  BLACK  BELT  AT  A  TIME! 

NAVARRETE’S  BLACK  REIT  ACADEMY 


TEENS  AND  ADULTS 
(ages  13-99) 

Learn  serious  self-defense  and 
increase  confidence  while  imp 
your  fitness  level  and  reducing 
stress.  Meet  new  people  and 
your  leadership  abilities  in  a 
motivating  environment. 


Bring  this  ad  for  $100  off  the 
membership  fee  for  any  program. 


'm 


TINY  TIGERS 
(ages  3-6) 

Arm  your  child  with  self-defense. 

Our  specialized  programs  will  teach 
your  child  to  be  safe,  follow  directions 
and  improve  concentration  in  a  fun 
and  positive  atmosphere. 


KARATE  FOR  KIDS 
(ages  7-12) 

Home  of  the  nation's  World-Famous 
Karate  for  Kids  Program  where  your 
kids  will  develop  greater  self-esteem, 
discipline  and  leadership  skills  while 
learning  self-defense. 


San  Francisco’s  most  complete  and  well  equipped  martial  arts  school,  featuring  an  exclusive 
mezzanine  level  viewing  gallery  with  comfortable  seating,  free  wireless  Internet,  a  full  pro  shop  and 
the  best  quality  workout  mats  available  to  ensure  student  safety  and  comfort. 

1201  Church  Street  (cross-street  24th  st.)  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (415)  285.5425 
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Readers  Wrap  for  2007 

If  you’d  like  to  share  tales  of  your  travels  in  our  next  issue,  please  e-mail  your  story 
and  photo  to  editor@noevalleyvoice.com.  If  pen  and  paper  is  more  to  your  liking,  you 
can  mail  the  info  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  Attn:  Readers,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114. 

Thank  you.  we  look  forward  to  seeing  you  and  your  story  here. 


Noe  Valley  natives  Sean  Calvello  (center),  his  auntie  Angie  Calvello  Nakahara  and  uncle 
Casey  Nakahara  posed  outside  the  college  in  Atchison,  Kansas  where  Sean  is  attending 
and  playing  football. 


Christopher  Baker  went  to  Moscow  in  November  to  help  his  brother  adopt  a  son.  Here's 
Christopher's  requisite  photo  at  Red  Square  in  front  of  St.  Basil’s  Cathedral. 


SF  LIVE  ARTS 
PRESENTS 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 


At  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  St.  near  23rd  •  All  Ages  Welcome 


Call  415-454-5238  for  Info  •  www.noevalleymusicseries.com 


Advance  Tickets  at  Streetlight  Records  -  3979  24th  Street  -  All  Shows  at  8:15  p.m. 


Sat. 

Dec.  8 


YA  ELAH  &  Miriam  Peretz  -  a  special  holiday 
performance  featuring  music  from  varying  faiths  with  sacred  dance 


RAMBLIN’  JACK  ELLIOT 


Jazz  saxaphone  legend  OLIVER  LAKE 


International  Bass  Night  with  MICHAEL  MANRING, 
M  EDO  CASTRO  &  YVES  CARB0NNE 

“One  of  San  Francisco's  great  secret  concert  halls"  -  Joel  Selvin,  SF  Chronicle 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  and  Breakfast 
1186  Noe  Street 

We  wish  to  thank  our  friends  and  neighbors  for  their 
business  in  2007.  We  wish  you  a  Merry  Christmas 
and  a  Happy  New  Year. 


Dave  Cannata  &  Ginger  Karels 


for  reservations  call  (415)  282-4492 

Ginger  Karels 


www.hidden-cottage.com 


of  Hill  &  Company  wishes  to  thank 
her  real  estate  clients  over  the  past  29  years  for  their  trust  and  busi 
ness.  I  invite  anyone  to  call  me  with 

THEIR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS. 

FREE  CONSULTATIONS 

3899  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  •  noe@aol.com 

415-297-4492 


ROCKET 

DOG 


[stitch] 


Call  to  schedule  an 
in-home  consultation. 

(415)641-6081 

www.stitchsf.com 


-Hundreds  of  fabrics 
-Custom  hardware 
-Curtains  and  blinds 
-NEW  natural  shade  products 
-Solar  shades  &  motorization 
-Window  seats  &  slipcovers 
-Duvets,  pillows  &  shams 
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Specializing  in  the  needs  of  cats 


Yl&nC Uj  DunCOn 

Pet  Sitting  & 
Behavioral  Consultations 

415. 282. PETS 
info@myfurryfriend.net 


Bonded  &  Insured 
Member  of  NAPPS 


•ATLAS  LANDSCAPES* 

Designers  &  Builders  of  extraordinary  gardens 
Under  the  masterful  eye  of  David  Graham 


Decks 

Retaining  Walls 

Artistic  Fencing 

Water  Features 

Superb  Masonry 
Work 


Landscape  &  General  Contractors  SMALL  SPACES 
Ca.  Lie.  #  562324  SPECIALTY 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


iAorW 

a'J  ,VOW  ■  ' 


Finish  your  room 

with  custom  furnishings  from  Stitch. 


Please  visit  us:  Atlands.com 
Phone  415-380-0604 


Drainage  Issues 

Planting 

Lighting 

Hot  Tub 
Installation 


Happy  Holidays  to  all  our 
Furry  Friends! 


1451  Church  St.  at  Cesar  Chavez 

tel:  415  282  7385  |  noevalleypet.com 


San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 


will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 


•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 

•  Complete  ICU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 

•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 

•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


Daytime  Specialty  hours 
8  a.m.-6  p.m. 

Nighttime  Emergency  hours 
6  p.m.  -  8  a.m. 

Seven  Days  a  Week! 


The  Most  Fun  Shopping 
You’ll  Do  All  Season! 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  December  2007/January  2008  39 


WHO  TO  CALL  AT  CITY  HALL  MT/W 

City  Information  Line . . 

Burned-Out  Streetlights  Street  Lighting  and  Repair .  . 415-554-0730 

Grafn,i . .415-241-WASH 

Illegal  Dumping  (litter,  dog  poop) . 415-28-CLEAN  (282-5326) 

Potholes  poiholes@sfdpw.org . 41 5-695-2 1 00  (695-2020  after  5  p.m. ) 

Sewer  Odor  24-Hour  Odor  Hotline . 415-695-2096 

Tree  Hazards  and  Trimming  . 41 5-28-CLEAN  (282-5326) 

Lost  or  Injured  Animals  Animal  Care  and  Control . 415-554-9405 

T raffic  Signals  Out  . . . 

Missing  or  Damaged  Street  Signs  . 415-554-9780 

Abandoned  V'ehicles  . 415-553-9817 

Aggressive  Panhandling  . 415-553-0123 

Illegal  Parking  DPT  Dispatch  ,  . 415-553-1200 

Detox  Mobile  Assistance  Patrol  (MAP)  . . 41 5,43 1 .7400 

Homeless  Outreach  (Project  Homeless  Connect) . www.sfconnect.oig 

Utility  Undergrounding  Department  of  Public  Works  undergrounding@sfgov.oig  .415-554-4860 

Whistleblower  Hotline . 415-554-2489 

24th  Street  Community  Benefit  District  (CBD)  Dispatch . 415-559-8492 

Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services  www.sfgov.org/nwns  .  . . 415-554-711 1 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty . 415-554-6968 

"You  always  pass  failure  on  the  way  to  success." 

—MICKEY  ROONEY  ( 1 920-) 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


IX 


^  We  ve  advertised  in  the 
'  K  .  Noe  Valley  Voice  for  eight 
S  '  '%£*'  years.  It's  been  the  best  way 

Jto  reach  out  to  this  great 
neighborhood.  Thatiks  to 
everyone  at  the  paper! 

Paula  Harris  and  Celia  Sack 


K:  " 


Noe  Valley  Pet  Company  and  Dog  Walking  Service 

1451  Church  St.  at  Ceasar  Chavez  415.282.7385  I  noevalleypet.com 

Photo  of  Paula,  canine  customer  Boris,  and  Celia  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 

Please  call  for  an  interview  appointment 
180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 

_  _ J 


MISSION 


SKATEBOARDS 


m 


A.  A  A.  A  A  A  A_  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A 


3045  24th  Street  (at  Treat) 


llralker  sliailr 

CLOTHING 

1400  Castro  Street®  Jersey 
415-920-1956 

Shop  open 

Monday  &  Tuesday  10:30-2 
Wednesday-Saturday  10:30-6 
or  call  for  an  appointment 

www.walkershaw.com 

SEWING  LESSONS 

All  skill  levels  and  ages 
Individual  or  group 

Inspired*Designed*Made  in  Noe  Valley 


/ 


www.sfseamstress.com 

Sewing ! 

for  your  Home  j 

1400  Castro  Street  j 
@  Jersey  i 


Drapery 
Pillows 
Shades 
Bedding 
Slipcovers 
Table  linens 
Apparel 


Ginger  is  one  of  our  best  teachers. 

At  Children’s  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the 
room  and  inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our 
preschoolers  through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest 
outdoor  school  spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals 
and  an  enchanting  organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is  project-based,  integrated 
across  academic  disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept  of 
social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


DAY 

bCHOOL 


333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
415-861-5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 
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St.  Paul’s  School 

Where  Tradition  and  the  Future  Meet 
To  Insure  Academic  Excellence  for  Our  Children 


For  over  90  years,  St.  Paul  s  School  has  been  educating  the  children  of  Noe  Valley  and 
the  Mission.  Its  reputation  for  academic  excellence  is  unsurpassed.  And  now,  adding  to 
the  richness  of  this  legacy,  St.  Paul’s  proudly  educates  its  students  in  the  most  modern 
school  building  in  Noe  Valley. 

Opened  in  1999,  the  new  St.  Pauls  School  is  designed  from  the  ground  up  for  the 
educational  needs  of  the  21st  century.  Fully  Cat  5  wired  for  the  Internet,  St.  Pauls 
offers  your  child  the  teachers  and  the  tools  to  excel  academically  in  a  warm,  friendly 
and  welcoming  environment.  We  invite  you  and  your  family  to  come  visit  and  see 
for  yourself.  Become  part  of  a  great  community  committed  to  ensuring  the  finest 
education  possible  for  our  children. 


To  learn  more,  or  to  schedule  a  school  tour, 

call  us  at  415.648.2055 

Or  visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.stpaulsf.net 


St.  Paul’s  School 

1690  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 


Family 

Dental 

Dr.  Elias  Qare,  D.D.S. 

General  Dentistry 

A  Full  Range  of  Cosmetic  and  General 
Dentistry 

Porcelain  Veneers 


’  Crowns  &  Bridges 

■  White/Silver  Fillings 

■  Root  Canal  Therapy 

■  Implants 

■  Digital  X-Rays 

'  TMJ  Treatment 


NTI  Plus 

FDA  approved  to  prevent 
migraine  associated  with 
tension  type  headache 
and  bruxism. 


Silent  IMite 

Your  dentist  can  treat 
snoring! 


ZOOM! 

One  Hour  Tooth  Whitening 


invisalign 


The  Invisible  Way  to 
Straighten  Teeth 


Only  $20 

Exam  +  6  X-Rays 
Regular  -  $114 
New  Patients  Only 


$49 

Cleaning, Polishing,  Full  Exam 
&  6  X-Rays  -  Regular  -  $189 
New  Patients  Only 


$100  Off 

Whitening  Treatment 
Regular  in  office  - 1  hour  $500 
Regular  Take  Home  Kit  -  $300 


2489  Mission  Street,  Suite  16  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 
(415)  282-5340 

Office  Hours  Monday  through  Saturday  by  Appointment 


NOE'S  NEST 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

Private  baths  and  lots  of  amenities 

(415)  821-0751 

www. noesnest.com 


iKn 

iction  I + 1  Hr 


Handknits 

A  Creative,  Supportive  Environment 

Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-4 

DISCOUNT 

CARDS 

NOW  AVAILABLE! 

3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

415-621-6642 

k  www.imagiknit.com 


ATTENTION  SINGLE  MEN 

Are  you  in  your  Fit  Forties, 
Fabulous  Fifties  or  Sexy  Sixties? 

LOOK  NO  FURTHER! 

Hire  a 

professional 
Matchmaker  to 
find  your  match. 


Call  Marsha  at  INTRODUCTIONS  BY  MARSHA:  415-388-0118 

www.introsbymarsha.com 


Clothes 

unique 

as  your 

baby. 

SMALL  FRYS  / 

4066  24th  Street 
tn  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 
Open  every  day 
(415)  648-3954 
www.smal1frys.com 
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Florences 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


The  Block  Party 

Editor’s  Note:  This  December  1993  col¬ 
umn — with  text  and  illustration  by  Flo¬ 
rence  Holub  and  photographs  by 
husband  Leo  Holub — could  almost  as 
easily  have  been  written  in  2007.  It 
describes  “a  wonderful  day  in  the 
neighborhood ” — Mrs.  Roger’s  neigh¬ 
borhood,  in  fact. 

In  the  summer  of  1980,  a  memorable 
block  party  was  held  on  our  hill,  on 
Sanchez  Street  between  Hill  and 
2 1  st  streets.  That  year,  we  residents  had 
great  cause  to  celebrate,  for  after  two 
years  of  relentless  effort  to  protect  our 
area  from  overdevelopment,  we  were 
informed  that  the  neighborhood  had 
been  granted  the  designation  of  “Special 
Use  District.” 

This  protected  our  hilltop  with  zoning 
provisions  designed  to  preserve  its 
unique  green  and  open  space — a  charac¬ 
teristic  that  to  this  day  enhances  not 
only  Noe  Valley,  but  the  city  as  a  whole. 

Our  tireless  leader,  whose  brilliant 
strategy  led  us  to  victory,  was  Audrey 
Rogers.  Then,  as  always,  she  worked 
diligently  for  what  was  good  and  just — 
and  believe  me,  achieving  special-use 
status  was  no  piece  of  cake! 

More  recently,  another  important 
block  party  was  held  on  21st  Street 
between  Sanchez  and  Noe — this  time  to 
celebrate  the  formation  of  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  SAFE  group.  When  my  man  Leo, 
with  camera  in  hand,  and  I,  with 
notepad  and  pencil,  climbed  the  hill,  we 
were  delighted  to  see  so  many  familiar 
faces,  including  Audrey’s.  Oldtimers 
mingled  with  new  homeowners,  whose 
children  were  scampering  around  tables 
filled  with  games  and  goodies. 

All  of  these  adorable  little  ones 


looked  like  pussycats,  thanks  to  a  young 
lady  with  a  paintbrush  in  her  hand  who 
was  expertly  daubing  spots  and 
whiskers  on  one  pair  of  cherubic  cheeks 
after  another. 

As  we  watched,  she  introduced  her¬ 
self  as  Gloria  Saltzman,  the  person  in 
charge  of  the  entertainment,  along  with 
her  musician  husband  Hans  Kolbe,  who 
was,  she  added,  from  Germany. 

Not  quite  understanding,  I  politely 
asked  if  Hans  would  be  staying  in  the 
neighborhood  for  long.  “With  two  chil¬ 
dren  and  a  30-year  mortgage,”  Gloria 
responded,  “I  certainly  hope  so!” 

We  both  had  a  good  laugh,  and  she 
then  announced  that  Hans  the  Pied 
Piper  was  about  to  play  a  tune  for  the 
children,  while  leading  them  to  the  pup¬ 
pet  theatre  nearby.  She  rushed  off  to  get 
there  before  they  did,  because  she  was 
the  puppeteer,  too. 

After  the  children  sat  down,  the  show 
began  as  the  curtains  of  the  small  stage 
parted,  and  the  characters  were  intro¬ 
duced.  First,  the  head  of  Rosa,  the 
female  lead,  popped  up  (like  in  a  Punch 
and  Judy  show).  Next  came  Abdul,  the 
male  lead,  followed  by  a  fuzzy,  cuddly 
bear.  Rosa  and  Abdul  began  arguing 
over  the  ownership  of  the  animal. 

“He’s  mine!” 

“No,  he’s  mine!” 

They  grabbed  at  the  poor  animal,  get¬ 
ting  so  angry  that  outside  help  was 
required.  It  arrived  in  the  form  of  an 
American  Indian  puppet,  who  was  act¬ 
ing  as  chief  of  a  community  mediation 
board.  After  hearing  the  conflicting 
pleas,  he  decreed.  King  Solomon-like, 
that  the  bear  should  be  cut  in  half  so 
that  both  Rosa  and  Abdul  could  have 
a  portion. 

That  did  not  satisfy  either  Rosa  or 
Abdul,  however,  so  the  bear  was  given 
a  chance  to  decide.  He  confessed  that  he 
would  really  like  to  live  alone  in  a  cave, 
but  that  every  so  often  he  would  be 
happy  to  visit  Rosa  and  Abdul  in  their 
homes.  This  solution  satisfied  everyone, 
so  they  hugged  and  kissed,  and  all  lived 
happily  ever  after.  The  audience,  young 
and  old,  loved  the  play. 

Gloria,  Hans,  and  their  daughters, 

Zena  and  Madeline,  live  in  the  white 
cottage  covered  with  climbing  red 


roses,  where  Frank  and  Myra  Cassidy 
lived  until  about  six  years  ago.  Frank 
was  such  a  fine  young  man  and  good 
neighbor  that  we  all  hated  to  see  him 
move  to  Santa  Rosa.  But  he  and  Myra 
were  concerned  about  the  invasion  of 
vandalism  and  petty  crime  in  the 
neighborhood  and  the  city  at  large,  so 
they  left. 

They  had  been  gone  for  only  two 
weeks  when  Frank’s  heart  failed  him. 
Although  he  had  a  serious  heart  condi¬ 
tion,  I  have  always  believed  that  it  was 
the  tranquility  of  suburbia  that  did  him 
in.  We  thought  of  him  fondly  during  the 
block  party,  as  we  did  of  the  late  Linna 
Kaye,  an  energetic  little  lady  who  loved 
this  hill  and  lived  on  it  for  much  of  her 
long  life. 

After  the  puppet  show,  Anna,  a 

newcomer  to  our  block,  arrived, 
leading  her  black  and  white 
long-haired  cat.  Miss  Thing,  on  a  leash. 
Miss  Thing  is  no  scaredy-cat;  she  loves 
parties,  and  she  even  likes  dogs — a  lot. 
It  wasn’t  long  before  a  male  cat  named 
Butch  also  appeared.  His  master,  Robert 
Akins,  informed  us  of  Butch’s  idiosyn¬ 
crasies,  saying  that,  just  like  Miss 
Thing,  he  also  liked  dogs. 

There  was  an  instantaneous  attraction 
between  the  two  fine-looking  felines. 
Miss  Thing  took  a  subservient  position 
on  the  sidewalk,  flat  on  her  stomach 
looking  upward  at  Butch  with  her  big 
blue  eyes,  as  the  dominant  male  regally 
remained  sitting  on  his  haunches. 


Robert  said  he  could  envision  a 
future  for  the  pair.  He  predicted  that  the 
two  cats,  being  so  compatible,  would 
get  married,  and  that  since  they  had 
both  been  neutered,  they  would  go 
down  to  the  SPCA  to  adopt  a  baby  dog. 
And  then  they  too  would  live  happily 
ever  after. 

The  2 1  st  Street  block  party  was  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  converse  with 
old  friends  and  to  become  acquainted 
with  new  neighbors.  There  was  a  festive 
mood  to  the  day,  with  sunny  skies,  bal¬ 
loons,  music,  potluck  food  to  satisfy 
every  taste,  and  chairs  to  accommodate 
every  size,  even  the  small  fry.  As  the 
day  drew  to  a  close,  Hans  brought  out 
his  cello  and  favored  us  with  a  beautiful 
suite  by  Bach.  I  was  reminded  then  of 
the  serious  and  solemn  purpose  of  this 
surge  of  neighborhood  solidarity:  to  do 
everything  possible  to  keep  each  and 
every  person’s  home  safe  and  secure. 
Just  as  the  residents  of  Sanchez  did 
many  years  ago,  these  21st  Street  neigh¬ 
bors  have  resolved  to  stand  together  in  a 
cooperative  effort,  sharing  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  one  another. 

That  is  a  thought  that  could  grace 
every  Noe  Valley  resident’s  New  Year’s 
resolution  list.  And  on  that  note,  I  bid 
you  a  safe  and  sane  new  year.  May  we 
all  live  happily  ever  after.  ■ 

You  can  get  help  in  creating  your  own 
SAFE  group  ( Safety  Awareness  for 
Everyone )  by  going  to  www.sfsafe.org 
or  calling  553-1984  or  673-SAFE. 


“Pied  Piper”  Hans  Kolbe,  cellist  Zena  Saltzman-Kolbe,  face  painter  Gloria  Saltzman,  and  Miss  Thing  and  Butch  were  among  the  honored  guests  at 


a  21  st  Street  party  in  1993.  Photos  by  Leo  Holub 


SWATDEE 


THAI  CUISINE 


Specializing  in  Curry 


Serving  lunch  and  dinner  •  Ask  about  our  daily  specials  •  Take-out  menu  available 

4166  24th  Street  between  Castro  and  Diamond  415-824-8070 

Open  for  Lunch:  Monday  through  Saturday  10:30  -  4 
Dinner:  Monday  through  Saturday  4  -  10  •  Sunday  4:30  -  10 

Happy  Holidays  to  All  Our  Noe  Valley 
Friends  and  Customers! 


Martha 

SjBros. 


SINCE  1987 


3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 

1 55 1  Church  (at  Du  ncan)  •  648- 1  1  66 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Try  Our  New 
FAIR  TRADE  Blend 

Custom  Drinks  •  Costum  Teas 
Healthy  Breakfasts 

Try  Our  Holiday  Blends! 

Happy  Holidays  to  All 
Our  Noe  Valley 
Friends  and  Customers 


$1  OFF  ANY 
1  LB.  OF  COFFEE 

(except  those  on  sale) 

December  only,  with  this  ad 
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by  Alexis  E.  Fajardo 


fa 

An  easy, 
positive 
experience 

where  you’re 
treated  like 
family  and 
the  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  1 5  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

IS08  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  415.647.6000 


Joy  E.  Morris,  D.D.S.,  Inc.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S 


Live  Oak  School  is  a  CAIS-accredited  independent  K-8  day  school  in  the 
Potrero  Hill  neighborhood  of  San  Francisco.  We  enroll  one  kindergarten 
class  and  one  additional  sixth  grade  class  each  year.  Lower  and  middle 
school  tours  for  Fall  2008  admissions  begin  in  October.  Call  to  schedule! 

For  info  +  tour  dates  visit  Live  Oak  on  the  web  at  www.liveoaksf.org 

1555  Mariposa  Street .  San  Francisco  .  CA  94107  .  T  (415)  861-8840 


You  will  find  expert,  attentive  childbirth  and 
gynecology  care  at  St.  Luke's  Women's  Center — 
from  family  planning  and  prenatal  care  to  minimally 
invasive  surgery  for  gynecologic  problems. 

Schedule  an  appointment  with  one  of  our 
Women's  Center  doctors  or  midwives  for: 

■  Family  Planning 

■  Prenatal  Care  with  a  patient-focused  childbirth  philosophy 

■  Routine  and  complex  gynecology 

■  Menopause  Evaluation  and  Treatment 

■  Minimally  Invasive  Gynecologic  Surgery  for  Conditions 
including  Pelvic  Pain,  Infertility,  Incontinence,  Painful 
Menstruation,  Abnormal  Bleeding,  and  Uterine  and 
Vaginal  Prolapse 

■  Second  Opinions  for  Gynecologic  Surgery 

■  Lesbian  Health  Care  and  Insemination  Consultations 


St.  Luke's  Women's  Center 
1580  Valencia  Street,  Suite  508 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415-285-0448  for  appointments 


Rediscover  St.  Luke's 


St.  Luke's  Campus 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


rThis  month’s  reading  list,  suggested  by  Voice  bookworm  Karol  Barske  and  Children's 
1  Librarian  Pam  Ow  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  includes  a  collection  of  fairy 
tales  to  read  aloud  with  children,  and  a  surprising  survey  on  Going  Gray.  To  see  if  a  book  is 
available,  drop  by  your  local  branch  or  visit  the  Library  online  at  www.sfpl.org.  Note:  The 
Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at  451  Jersey  Street  is  closed  for  renovation  until  spring  2008. 


Adult  Fiction 

■  Denis  Johnson  examines  the  Vietnam  War 
and  its  aftermath  in  Tree  of  Smoke,  a  novel 
which  just  won  the  National  Book  Award. 

■  A  former  banker  takes  a  job  in  a  funeral 
home,  where  he  witnesses  a  supernatural 
event,  in  Ghost  by  Alan  Lightman,  author  of 
Einstein's  Dreams. 

■  T.C.  Boyle,  Ann  Beattie,  Mary  Gordon, 
and  John  Barth  are  among  the  contributors 
to  The  Best  American  Short  Stories,  2007, 
selected  by  Stephen  King  and  Heidi  Pitlor. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

■  Anne  Kreamer  reveals  “what  [she]  learned 
about  beauty,  sex,  work,  motherhood, 
authenticity,  and  everything  else”  when  she 
compared  hair-dyeing  with  Going  Gray. 

■  The  late  Norman  Mailer  and  Michael 
Lennon  discuss  spiritual  controversies, 
including  intelligent  design,  in  On  God:  An 
Uncommon  Conversation. 

■  In  Exposed:  The  Toxic  Chemistry  of 
Everyday  Products,  subtitled  “Who's  at 
Risk  and  What’s  at  Stake  for  American 
Power,”  Mark  Schapiro  examines  the  2005 
CDC  tests  that  found  148  toxic  chemicals  in 
the  bodies  of  Americans  of  all  ages. 

■  Portraits  and  Observations:  The  Essays 
of  Truman  Capote  is  a  collection  of  42 
pieces  about  travel  and  celebrity,  written 
over  the  course  of  38  years. 

— Karol  Barske  of  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  staff 

Children’s  Fiction 

■  A  cloud  realizes  its  dream  of  becoming  a 
city  police  officer,  but  when  things  don’t  go 
well,  another  line  of  work  saves  the  day,  in 
The  Police  Cloud,  by  Christoph  Niemann. 
Ages  4  to  6. 

■  One  rainy  day,  a  sneaky,  finicky,  trouble¬ 
some,  wet  yellow  cat  with  fleas  is  found  on 
a  doorstep  and  somehow  manages  to 
become  Mrs.  Crump’s  Cat,  in  a  gentle, 
warmhearted  story  of  friendship  by  Linda 
Smith,  illustrated  by  David  Roberts.  Ages  5 
to  9. 

■  In  Nate  the  Great  Talks  Turkey:  With 
Help  from  Olivia  Sharp,  detectives  Nate 
and  his  cousin  Olivia,  plus  his  dog  and  a 
friend,  are  all  on  the  case  of  a  runaway  giant 


BRANCH  HOURS 

Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library 
1  Jose  Sarria  Ct.  (3555  16th  St.),  355-5616 


Sun 

Mon 

Tues 

Wed  Thurs  Fri 

Sat 

12-6 

10-9 

12-9  10-6  1-6 

10-6 

Glen  Park  Branch  Library 
2825  Diamond  St.,  337-4740 

Sun 

Mon 

Tues 

Wed  Thurs  Fri 

Sat 

' 

10-6 

12-8  1-7  1-6 

1-6 

Mission  Branch  Library 

300  Bartlett  St.,  355-2800 

Sun 

Mon 

Tues 

Wed  Thurs  Fri 

Sat 

1-5 

1-9 

1.0-9 

10-9  10-6  1-6 

10-6 

Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Branch  Library 
451  Jersey  St.,  355-5707  (Closed  temp.) 


turkey.  Marjorie  Weinman  Sharmat  and 
Mitchell  Sharmat  wrote  this  longer  reader, 
with  art  by  Jody  Wheeler.  Ages  7  to  9. 

■  Mary  Ann  Hoberman’s  Very  Short  Fairy 
Tales  to  Read  Together  (“in  which  wolves 
are  tamed,  trolls  are  transformed,  and  peas 
are  triumphant”)  gives  pairs  of  readers  the 
opportunity  to  read  aloud  eight  versified 
fractured  fairy  tales.  Illustrated  by  Michael 
Emberley.  Ages  7  to  9. 

■  The  Extinct  Files:  My  Science  Project,  by 
Wallace  Edwards,  is  a  boy’s  notebook  filled 
with  observations  and  wild  pictures  of 
dinosaurs’  behavior,  which  prove  his 
hypothesis  that  dinosaurs  are  alive  and  well! 
Puns  and  humor  for  ages  6  to  10. 

Children’s  Poetry 

■  Douglas  Florian  offers  20  poems  and  col¬ 
orful  mixed-media  paintings  in  a  lyrical, 
informative  introduction  to  the  universe — 
Comets,  Stars,  the  Moon,  and  Mars.  Addi¬ 
tional  facts  appear  in  the  “Galactic 
Glossary”  at  the  end.  Ages  6  to  10. 

— Pam  Ow.  Children’s  Librarian 
Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Memorial  Branch 

LIBRARY  EVENTS 

Stories,  Songs,  and  Finger  Plays 

■  The  Noe  Valley  Library  invites  you  to 
enjoy  stories,  songs,  and  finger  plays  with 
your  baby  or  toddler  at  the  lapsits  held  on 
Tuesdays,  Dec.  4,  11,  and  18,  at  10:15  a.m., 
at  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church,  1268 
Sanchez  Street  at  Clipper  Street.  Preschool 
story  time,  a  read-aloud  program  for  kids 
ages  3  to  5,  follows  at  1 1  a.m. 

All  Aboard  the  Bookmobile 

■  You  can  get  a  library  card  and  check  out 
books,  CDs  and  DVDs  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Bookmobile,  which  parks  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays  from  10:30  a.m.  to  1-  p.m.  at 
665  Elizabeth  Street  near  Diamond. 

Films  and  Afternoon  Tales 

■  Kids  ages  3  to  5  will  enjoy  films,  includ¬ 
ing  Red  Ball  Express,  Antarctic  Antics,  and 
The  Mole  and  the  Hedgehog,  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  13,  at  the  Eureka  Valley  Library,  on 
16th  Street  near  Market.  The  branch  also 
hosts  an  afternoon  story  time  on  Tuesdays 
Dec.  4,  1 1,  and  18.  at  3:30  p.m. 

Glen  Park’s  Bilingual  Story  Time 

■  On  Dec.  4,  the  Glen  Park  Library  at  2825 
Diamond  Street,  offers  a  bilingual  circle  time 
for  children  of  all  ages,  in  Spanish  and  Eng¬ 
lish.  fi  starts  at  10:30  a.m.  Meanwhile,  the 
branch  continues  its  regular  book  group,  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  19,  with  a  6:30  p.m.  dis¬ 
cussion  of  Gilead  by  Marilynne  Robinson. 

Homework  Help  in  the  Mission 

■  The  Mission  Library,  300  Bartlett  Street, 
gives  kids  in  K  to  seventh  grade  homework 
help  from  4  to  6  p.m.  on  most  Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays,  and  Thursdays  in  December. 


Iadybugladybug.com 


Ladybug  Ladybug 


Lovely  things  to  give  and  get 
for  all  your  holiday  needs... 

Huge  selection  of  Holiday  cards 

Featuring 

the  "softest  blanket  ever"  line 


(415)  824-KISS 
3870  24th  Street 
(between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg) 


WINTER 

Reading 

SPECIALS 


book§eller§ 


SHOP 

Noe 

VALLEY 


HAPPY  HOLIDAYS! 
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1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 


sense' 

i.l.rr./.. 


Trappy  holidays 

from 

HSTR3BS 
RfiBfiT  SR0ES 


Skip  the  Trip  Downtown 
Come  in  for  Wen  &  Women's 

Boots  and  Shoes 

Handbags,  Socks,  Slippers  61  Wallets 

FILL  your  Favorite  Brands 

Frye,  Dansko,  Hispanitas,  Keen,  Converse,  Wolky,  Reiker,  Born 
Josef  Seibel,  Naot,  Blundstone,  Bacco  Bucci,  Clarks,  Earth, 
Remix,  Cydwoq,  Ecco  &  El  Naturalite...and  more! 


3909  2^lth  Street  (at  Sanchez) 
San  francisco,  California 

(415)  282-7400 


tff-F  1 1  -  6:30 


Sat  10-6:30 


Sun  11-6 
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Neighborhood  Services 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Morrow 
Construction 

Specializing  in 
Wood  Fences 

License  No.  343633 

Tom  Morrow  (650)  994-6892 


Q  Painting  Inc. 

O 

QPAINT.COM 

4i5.4i2.l642 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

CA  State  Contractor  License  #888938 

415.282.5406 


Rick  Collins 

Macintosh  Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 
Tune-Ups/ Upgrades 

%  (415)821-1792 


PaRadig 


m 


Fine  Painting  & 

Decorating 

Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  *  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals  and 
companies  not  licensed  by 
the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 


BROOKLINE  ARIES 

ELECTRIC  CO. 


brllll 

k 


Residential  and  Commercial 
Full  and  Prompt  Service 


(415)  239-5393 
SMALL  JOBS  WELCOME 

Prompt  Service  Today.  Lic.#273651  Since  1972 
Reference  Ph.#s  &  Insurance  Provided 
Very  Reasonable  Prices  are  Standard 
121  Santa  Rosa  Ave.,  SF  Resident  39  Years 
BrooklineElectric.com  for  sample  bids,  etc. 


NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  10  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rafed 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.240.9366 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 

Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


Qardens 

Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
v*.  creating  and  caring  for 

your  special  retreat  space. 

En  viron  men  tally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  mi 703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282-1612 


m 


ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

"NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 


Lie.  #526359 


(415)  675-0464 


A  FULL 
SERVICE 
COMPAQ  V 


I.IC  tt  '2 1 8110 


\).  WiifciJ  lyc 

PLUMBING  SINCE 
UN 

wuw.brightplumbi  ng.ram 


\CCE1*TKD 


(415)671-1500 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


LOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 

Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  Etc. 
Trash,  Junk,  Garbage 
Appliances,  Stoves, 

Carpet  Removal  Services, 
Carpet  padding  &  Nailstrips 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  »  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


Complete  kitchen  and  bath¬ 
room  remodeling,  interior 
and  exterior  painting, 
plumbing,  electrical,  tiling, 
drywall,  stairs,  windows, 
doors,  decks  and  fences. 
www.hammerhouseconstruction.com 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION,  INC 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Organic 


Garden 


Artistry 


17  year’s  experience 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


Color  Consulting  &  Design 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Expert  Painting 

415-864-7400 

nancyburnscolor.com 
licensed  and  insured 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  821-3752 


We  truly  have 
the  client  at  heart! 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 
Member 

Better  Business  Bureau 
and  P.D.C.A. 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 


Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


Tilfift 


3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


LANDSCAPE 
A  CONTRACTOR 

Experienced,  Licensed 
H  Decks.  Fences,  Patios. 
asgSBil,  Lawns.  Planting,  Irrigation. 
imKKKf  Lighting,  Maintenance. 

CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE! 

CAFFREY  LANDSCAPES  •  415-279-8469 


SF  HAUL.com 

Junk  Removal  Service  &  Hauling 

415-424-1064 


Residential  dump  runs 
Tenant  cleanout 
Yard  cleanup 
Unwanted  appliance 
removal 


0 


v* 


HOME  REPAIRS 

FAST  RESPONSE  •  START  TO  FINISH 

HOUSE  CALLS  •  VICTORIAN  SPECIALIST 
WALLS  •  DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS 
PLASTER  SHEETROCK  •  PREP  &  PAINT 
TILING  •  FINISH  PLUMB  &  ELECTRICAL 

BY  OLIVIER  -  TEL:  415-786-4534 

20%  OFF  for  1ST  TIMERS! 
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PHOENIX  BOOKS 


3850  24th  St.  Sin  Francisco,  (415)  821-1477 
Monday-Saturday  9  am-9  pm,  Sunday  9  am-8  pm 

Bring  this  coupon  In  for 
$5.00  off  any  purchase  of  $25.00  or  more.  o$\ 

One  coupon  per  customer  (eiplrei  Noe.  SO,  2007) 


iLH#ST  INSTANT  INTGR.IDR5 


Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  o  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  o  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  almostinstant@gmail.com 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 


4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler.'*Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


Susan  Frankel,  LMFT 

Psychotherapy/Parent  Coaching 
License  MFC23930 

415/282-5242 

susanfrankel@sbcglobal.net 

“Practical  Solutions  to 
Everyday  Parenting 
Dilemmas” 


Got  News? 

Send  your  press  release  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021. 
Sanchez  Street,  S.F.,  CA 
94114.  Better  yet,  e-mail 
editor@noevalleyvoice  .com. 
Please  include  a  phone 
number.  Thanks. 


NOTICE  TO  READERS 

California  law  roquires  that  contractors  taking 
jobs  that  total  $500  or  more  (labor  and/or 
materials)  be  licensed  by  the  Contractors 
State  License  Board.  State  law  also  requires 
that  contractors  include  their  license  numbers 
on  all  advertising.  Check  your  contractor’s  sta¬ 
tus  at  www.cslb.ca.gov  or  800-321-2752. 
Unlicensed  persons  taking  jobs  that  total  less 
than  $500  must  state  in  their  advertisements 
that  they  are  not  licensed  by  the  Contractors 
State  License  Board. 


on-the-spot,  garden  design 

by 

_  deanna  glory _ 


garden  design 


Dy  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 


/j  415  695.9400  e  deanna@glorydesign.com 
www.  glory  design .  com 


grassroots 

^  interior  design  studio 


space  planning 

color 

lighting 

furniture 

window  coverings 

bathrooms  and  kitchens 

drafting 


san  francisco  tel/fax  (415)  242-6198 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events 

1199  Sanchez  Street 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


/jt-wf  ffom  your  c «•* ’ 


Rosen  Method  Movement 

Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 
http://home.earthlink.net/~tgrosen/rosenhome.litml 


ROBERTSON 


Richard 

Robertson 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

PHONE  415.596.7346 
fax  415.647.1389 


sales@designbyrobertson.com 

www.designbyrobertson.com 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Eddie's  Painting  Co. 

(415)  406-6141 

Fully  Insured  and  Bonded 

•  Interior  /  Exterior  Pros 

•  Victorian  Specialists 

•  Plaster  Repair  Experts 

•  Lead  Certified 

See  us  at  eddiespainting.com 

Lie.  #732759 


McDonneli 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


BLiSS  BAR 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

0  4026  24th  St.  § 

1=  Z 

■s  415-826-6200 


www.blissbarsf.com 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


415«920*1956 

sew@sfseamstress.com 

DraperyPillows»Shades 
Bedding*Slipcovers 
Table  Linens 

Sewing 

for  your  Home 


GRACE  M.  SANTANA 

PLUMBING  CONTRACTOR 

LIC.  #525396  graceh20@earthlink.net 

Mobile: 

(415)  350-6574 

Office: 

l — —Air' 

(415)  641-4740 

L  J  Service,  "N 

Of  Repairs, 

\ — X.  Multi-Pure  - 

Small  Jobs 

Eho 

■  Distributor 

r  -  -  ■  1^9  —  O? 

CVA; 

kjSfcp  Wrap* 
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38S0  24th  $t.  San  Francisco,  (415)  821-3477 
Monday-Saturday  9  am-9  pm,  Sunday  9  am-8  pm 


Bring  this  coupon  In  for  1 

$5.00  off  any  purchase  of  $25.00  or  more,  or  | 

One  coupon  per  customer  (expires  December  31,  2007) 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 


,  ■ 


75  Minutes 
$80 

For  More  Info 
415.845.0678 


HappyGrout  CALic#8931 

Grout  “Beautifully”  Restored 
Franco  R.  Lucchesi 
Grout  &  Caulk  Restoration 
Change  Grout  Color  &  Seal 
Expert  Tile  Cleaning  /  Repair  1 
Bathrooms,  Kitchens,  Floors  f 
Residential  &  Commercial 
All  Work  Guaranteed! 
415-806-2746 
www.HappyGrout.com 
franco@HappyGrout.com 


PURPLE  IRIS 


f 

/  14 


Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MPT 

Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 


1404  Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


Rick  Collins 

Macintosh  Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 

Tune-Ups/Upgrades 


J  (415)821-1792 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 
Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD.  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


Atycia  Freeman 
415-726-0156 
Alycia@FixRedesign.com 
www.fixredesign.com 
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Wallpaper  Installation  and  Painting.  Welcome  to 
Susan  Arce  Wallpaper  Installation,  Removal,  and 
Painting.  Services  include  paper  hanging,  wall¬ 
paper  stripping,  wallpaper  repairs,  painting,  and 
wall  surface  repair.  Experience  with  popular  wall¬ 
coverings  including  residential  and  commercial 
wallpaper,  murals,  photomurals,  grasscloth, '  and 
custom  wall  coverings.  More  than  15  years  of  ex¬ 
perience.  Contact  me  for  your  wallpaper  and  paint¬ 
ing  needs.  415-821-2445. 

Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory.  Im¬ 
prove  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar  finger¬ 
board  while  developing  your  own  style.  $45.  Bruno 
Pelletier-Bacquaert.  648-6902.  www.bninojuzz.conL 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time's  better 
spent!  www.mxstudxbuddx.org.  Jane  Radcliffe,  415- 
586-4577. 


Howto  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of 
words  by  40d  per  word,  and  send  us 
a  check  or  money  order  for  the  total 
amount.  (Note  that  a  phone  number, 
including  area  code,  counts  as  one 
word.)  Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the  month 
in  which  you'd  like  to  advertise.  The 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice  Class 
Ads,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  ^ds  by  phone 
or  e-mail.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  publishes  10  months  a  year. 
(We’re  on  vacation  in  January  and 
August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a 
10  percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  February 
2008  issue,  distributed  in  Noe  Valley 
the  first  week  of  February.  The 
deadline  for  Class  Ads  is  Jan.  15. 
Note:  The  Class  Ads  are  displayed  for 
one  month  (or  two  in  the  case  of  the 
December  or  July  issues)  on  our  web 
site:  www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in'mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will 
be  set  in  bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear 
sheets  will  be  provided  only  if  your 
order  is  accompanied  by  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Thank 
you  for  your  support. 


CLASS  ADS 


Vacation  Room  Rental.  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
comfortable,  safe.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  415- 
821-4890:  Sue  or  emarsh5108@aol.com. 

Psychotherapy  for  Individuals,  Couples,  and 

families.  Explore  relationships,  personal  growth, 
transitions,  creativity,  and  spirituality  in  a  safe,  sup¬ 
portive  environment,  24th  at  Castro.  Dean  Abram¬ 
son.  MFT.  415-267-4848. 

Handyman — 756-9896.  Basic  electrical,  building 
maintenance,  carpentry,  custom  cabinetry  and 
woodwork,  decks,  doors,  dry-rot  damage,  fences, 
garbage  disposals,  locks,  molding,  painting,  plumb¬ 
ing,  sheetrock,  siding,  stairs,  tile,  toilets. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes. 

We  have  numerous  workshops  and  course  classes 
covering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  medi¬ 
tation,  yoga  philosophy,  pranayama.  Hatha  Yoga, 
relaxation,  and  laughing  meditation.  $11  to  $15  for 
workshops,  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  Street.  821-1117. 

Vanda’s  Cleaning  Service.  Homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments.  Regular  service  or  one-time  cleaning  avail¬ 
able.  Professional,  reasonably  priced,  thorough,  re¬ 
liable,  and  efficient.  415-378-3734. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business, 
home  office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines, 
DSL,  Ethernet,  VOIP!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to 
life!  Remodel  planning.  Separate  jacks  for  room¬ 
mates.  On-time  appointments!  Free  estimates.  Noe 
'  Valley  resident.  E-mail  Charlie@sfphonegux.com. 
Call  641-8410. 

Stereo  Repair  and  Home  Theater  Installation. 

Gene's  Sound  Service  offers  on-site  stereo  repair: 
audio,  video,  and  home  theater  setups;  and  system 
troubleshooting.  Are  your  equipment  wires  all  a- 
jumble?  Is  your  system  difficult  to  use?  I  can  hook 
it  all  up  in  the  best  possible  way  and  write  you  clear 
instructions.  “Gene’s  honest  and  knows  his  stuff," 
says  Bobby  McFerrin.  Gene’s  Sound  Service,  415- 
377-1258. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat,  cho¬ 
lesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  certifi¬ 
cates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane,  415- 
826-2 1 33;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Beautiful  Garden  Flat,  Short-Term  Rental.  All 

amenities.  One-bedroom  flat  suitable  for  one  or  two 
people.  Very  quiet,  private,  overlooking  lovely  gar¬ 
den.  Tastefully  furnished,  completely  self-con¬ 
tained,  with  own  entry,  phone,  etc.  Two  DSL  con¬ 
nections.  Even  a  good  spinet  piano!  Minimum  stay 
of  two  weeks;  prefer  longer.  Call  415-821-4872, 
visit  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com.  or  e-mail 
Wotan2u@aol.com.  $2,600  per  month,  all-inclu¬ 
sive,  or  $850  weekly  if  less  than  a  month. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service,  where  quality, 
integrity,  and  customers  come  first.  Free  estimates 
for  residential/commercial.  415-668-8310. 

Sunny,  Quiet  Guest  Apartment  in  Bernal  Heights. 
Perfect  for  your  visiting  family  and  friends  or  your 
temporary  quarters  while  remodeling.  Private  en¬ 
trance,  full  kitchen,  cable  and  wireless  access,  close 
to  Cortland  Avenue,  transportation,  and  shopping. 
Call  415-647-0945  or  e-mail  ellsworthhousesf@ 
comcast.net. 


Affordable  Piano  Lessons  for  Children!  Fun,  ex¬ 
perienced  teacher  can  come  to  your  home  and  teach 
a  half-hour  or  45-minute  lesson  to  your  child  at  a 
reasonable  rate.  Contact  Emily  at  4 1 5-2 1 5-305 1  or 
ems32577@holmail.com. 

Prabha  Milstein,  Licensed  Marriage  and  Family 
Therapist,  MFC  44579,  is  now  in  private  practice. 
Saturday  office  hours  available.  Office  located  at 
1 304C  Castro  Street  on  the  corner  of  Castro  and 
24th  streets  in  San  Francisco.  415-200-8093.  Spe¬ 
cializing  in  children  and  families.  For  many  years  I 
was  a  teacher  of  school-age  children.  More  recently. 
I  have  served  as  a  child  and  family  therapist  specif¬ 
ically  working  with  children  exhibiting  behavior 
problems  in  the  classroom. 

Living  Tai  Chi  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation,  Qigong, 
Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive.  Monday 
and  Tuesday.  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  1021  San¬ 
chez.  Mornings  by  appointment.  10: 15  a.m.  Please 
call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mondays  ex¬ 
cluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  practicing  since  1973. 650- 
756-6857:  415-773-8185;  www.livingtaichisf.com. 

Clean  and  Natural:  Excellent  references.  Envi¬ 
ronmentally  conce’rned  since  1998.  Weekly,  bi¬ 
weekly,  deep  cleaning.  Free  estimate.  Call  Simone, 
415-806-7877. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(maximum).  Decks  with  views  of  stream,  woods, 
and  meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied;  30  acres, 
trails,  all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night 
weekend,  $400.  Seven  nights,  $700;  additional 
nights  after  seven,  $90.  Discount  for  repeat  guests. 
415-647-3052.  Photos,  http:llhome.earthlink.netl 
~ springmountl . 


Two-Bedroom  In-Law  Garden  Unit.  28th  and  Do¬ 
lores  streets.  Close  to  Mitchell's,  Martha's,  Muni. 
Kids  welcome,  no  smokers.  Available  Dec.  16. 
$1,950  (utilities  included).  282-3186. 

Housecleaning  Since  1979.  Some  original  clients. 
All  supplies.  HEPA  vacuum.  Errands,  pet  care  pos¬ 
sible.  Richard,  415-225-0389. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons  tai¬ 
lored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory,  clas¬ 
sical  or  popular  repertoire.  Barbara  Bannett,  415- 
648-1007. 

You  Need  a  Maid  to  Help!  Thorough,  efficient,  re¬ 
liable,  excellent  references!  We  do  the  kind  of 
cleaning  you  wish  you  had  time  to  do  yourself.  At¬ 
tention  to  details,  efficient  methods  with  old-fash¬ 
ioned  standards.  We  clean  homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments,  kitchens,  baths,  windows,  floors,  rugs, 
stoves,  refrigerators,  walls,  and  ovens.  My  name  is 
Kathia.  My  cell  phone  number  is  415-238-0042. 
kathiaallgire@hormail.com. 


Whitmore  Carpentry/Design — 20+  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Great  references  remodel  expert.  Indoor,  out¬ 
door,  decks,  fences,  siding,  shearwall  moldings, 
wainscot,  you  name  it!  Jeffrey,  200-7642. 

• 

Event  Space  Available.  Noe  Valley  Ministry  has  a 
variety  of  rooms  available  for  your  special  event. 
Children  and  adult  parties.  Enclosed  playground, 
smaller  rooms  for  meetings.  Kitchen  access!  Call 
Marshall  for  information  at  282-2317. 

Host  Japanese,  French  Visitors  for  One  Week. 

Provide  room,  meals,  1 5  hours  of  English  tutoring. 
$500  compensation.  Need  college  degree,  half  day 
free.  Information:  lwmeholiclay@yahoo.com. 


Personal  Assistance:  Shopping,  Organizing,  chil¬ 
dren's  parties,  art  painting,  cooking  Brazilian  or  Pe¬ 
ruvian  food.  Simone.  415-806-7877,  or  e-mail 
funky di  i  a94 1 12@yahoo.com . 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Repairs  with  a  Woman’s  Touch.  Handywoman 
Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and  outside  problems 
you  aren't  getting  to  and  wish  you  could.  Get  reli¬ 
able,  friendly,  and  creative  help  now.  Picture-hang¬ 
ing,  window  repairs,  lock  replacement,  door  ad¬ 
justments,  furniture  assembly,  baby-proofing,  minor 
plumbing,  and  electrical.  Call  Julie  Panger,  Repairs 
with  a  Woman's  Touch,  415-517-4013. 

Expert  Landscape  and  Garden  Services:  Tree¬ 
planting,  pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design, 
renovation,  restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly 
scheduled  general  property  and  garden  mainte¬ 
nance.  Irrigation  and  lighting  systems  installation 
and  repair.  Yard  cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too 
big  or  too  small.  Strong  attention  to  detail  and  cus¬ 
tomer  service;  15  years  of  experience.  References 
available.  Call  David  at  415-846-7581; 
http:llwww.shapeoftheearth.com. 

Housecleaning.  First-Class  Detail  Work.  Also  mi¬ 
nor  repairs,  painting,  etc.  Established  in  Noe  Valley 
in  1988.  Excellent  references.  Sullivan,  415-285- 
7279. 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual 

•  Business  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing 


Tax  Planning 
Prior  Year  Returns 
Out-of-State  Returns 


Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 


300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


PALM  SPRINGS? 


Call  on  San  Francisco’s 


most  trusted  Realtor 
in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 
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CLASS  ADS 


Drop-In  Hal  ha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga.  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV,  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $11  ($8  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute.  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-11 17. 

Dogilicious  Walks  and  Petsitting.  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
ident  offers  daily  beach  and  park  excursions  for 
lucky  dogs.  Call  ore-mail  Nancy  at  4 1 5-7 10-3 195; 
dogiliciouswalks@holniail.coni.  Web  site: 
www.dogiliciouswalks.conr.  blog:  http:llblog.dogi- 
licious  walks.com. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  Paradise.  Twenty- 
two  years  in  Noe  Valley.  Pruning,  cleanups,  main¬ 
tenance.  lawns,  flagstone  patios,  irrigation,  planting. 
Call  Jorge  at  415-826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Re¬ 
member,  this  is  pruning  time. 

I  Can  Drive  You.  Doctor  appointments,  shopping, 
errands.  10+  years  of  experience  with  great  refer¬ 
ences.  $25  per  hour  first  two  trips;  $20  an  hour  there¬ 
after  (two-hour  minimum).  Bill:  415-826-3613. 

Rita  Housecleaning — Homes,  Offices,  apart¬ 
ments.  Regular  service  or  one-time  cleaning.  Pro¬ 
fessional,  thorough.  Free  estimate.  415-571-1972. 

Adriano’s  Hauling:  We  love  cleaning  your  garage, 
basement,  patio,  and  yard!  Need  space?  We  will  or¬ 
ganize  it  for  you!  We  are  your  friendly  junk  disposal 
guys.  We  dispose  of  appliances,  furniture,  con¬ 
struction  debris,  yard  debris,  and  much  more.  Call 
us!  Nine  years  in  the  Noe  Valley  area.  Call  Adriano, 
415-990-4062. 

Guitar  and  Voice  Lessons  with  fun,  experienced 
teacher.  In  your  home  or  my  studio.  Rock,  blues, 
country,  finger-style,  slide.  All  levels  welcome,  rea¬ 
sonable  rates.  Call  Chris  at  415-606-9248. 

PC  Tutoring:  Introduction  to  Windows,  Word,  Ex¬ 
cel,  PowerPoint,  and  Internet  by  a  very  patient  com¬ 
munity  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and  a  half 
hours  for  $45.  820-1670;  cfebcom@gmail.com. 

Picture  Framing — Affordable  Framing — 50  to 

70  percent  less  than  anyone  in  the  city.  Bemal 
Heights.  Phone  for  price  at  550-9248.  Douglas  El¬ 
liott.  Museum  standard  framing. 


SUBMISSIONS 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 

invites  you  to  submit  stories,  poems, 
and  essays  for  possible  publication.  We 
are  particularly  interested  in  fiction 
and  creative  nonfiction  for  The  Last 
Page.  Last  Page  submissions  should 
be  fewer  than  1,500  words.  E-mail  to 
lastpage@noevaUeyvoice.com  or  send 
manuscripts  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94114.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  an 
SASE  if  you  would  like  your  manu¬ 
script  returned.  Thank  you. 


Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six  (max¬ 
imum).  Decks  with  views  of  stream,  woods,  and 
meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend, 
$450.  Seven  nights,  $800:  additional  nights  after 
seven,  $100.  Discount  for  repeat  guests.  415-647- 
3052.  Photos,  http:llspot02.googlepages.com. 

Peaceful  Kingdom  Petsitting.  We  offer  gentle,  at¬ 
tentive  care  for  your  beloved  pets  and  peace  of  mind 
when  you  are  away.  Cat  care  and  medications  are 
our  specialty.  Serving  Noe  Valley  and  San  Francisco 
pets  for  12  years.  JoAnn,  415-920-1973. 


Dreamgroup — Eight  Weekly  Classes  to  start 
Tuesdays  from  7  to  9  p.m.  No  experience  necessary. 
Uses  Jeremy  Taylor  Projective  Dreamwork.  $96 
payable  in  advance  or  $12  drop-in  fee  to  visit  first 
time  to  check  it  out.  For  information,  call  Jana 
Hutcheson,  4 15-647-75 17. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley. 

Perfect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded 
and  detached  with  private  deck.  Completely  fur¬ 
nished.  Queen  bed  and  twin  sleeper  couch.  Fully 
equipped  kitchen.  Short-term  rental.  Minimum 
two  nights.  Non-smoking.  Call  415-970-8177; 
www.bemyguestsf.com. 

Noe  Valley  Dog-Friendly  Short-Term  Rental. 

One  bedroom,  one  bath,  deck,  private  entrance.  For 
more  information  go  to  www.noenook.com  or  call 
415-695-7924. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Closets?  As  featured 
on  HGTV.  NPR,  and  in  the  Chronicle.  ShipShape 
offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves,  install  clos¬ 
ets,  and  restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy 
lives.  Home/office/packing/closets  and  more.  415- 
550-0658,  www.shlpshape.com . 

Cleaning  Professional  with  22  Years  of  experi¬ 
ence.  Apartments,  homes,  or  offices.  Roger  Miller, 
415-664-0513. 

Q  Painting  and  Waterproofing  offers  full-spec¬ 
trum  painting  services,  ranging  from  low-cost  main¬ 
tenance  of  rental  properties  to  high-quality,  detail- 
oriented  jobs.  Bonded  and  insured.  License 
#866791.  Call  Kristof  at  415-412-1642  for  a  free 
painting  consultation  or  visit  us  at  www.qpaint.com. 

Computer  Driving  You  Buggy?  We  fix  problems! 
25  years  of  industry  experience.  Software  or  hard¬ 
ware  consulting;  set  up  a  wireless  network  for  you. 
Can  work  with  individuals,  small/medium  busi¬ 
nesses,  or  professionals.  Patience  with  non-techni- 
cal  folks  is  a  specialty.  Rob,  244-3305.  At  your  ser¬ 
vice!  www.SFComputech.com. 


The  “I  Don’t  Know  How  to  Cook”  Class  in  Noe 
Valley.  For  those  who  know  nothing  about  cooking 
or  want  to  learn  more — let  the  "Food  Wiz"  take  the 
mystery  out  of  food  preparation.  Leam  how  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  tasty  meal  in  a  comfortable  setting.  The  Wiz 
brings  experience,  patience,  and  humor  to  the 
kitchen.  Foodwiz@shcglohal.net.  On  the  Web,  use 
Google  to  find  foodwizsf.com. 

SF  Haul:  Junk  Removal  Service.  Construction  de¬ 
bris,  yard  waste,  unwanted  appliances,  etc.  Fast, 
professional,  responsible  construction  team.  We  use 
sanitary  landfills  and  donate  or  recycle  when  possi¬ 
ble.  Imagine  it  gone!  Call  for  a  price  quote:  415- 
424-1064  or  visit  us  at  www.sfhattl.com. 

Beyond  Coaching.  Discover/renew  your  life  jour¬ 
ney:  the  unique  purpose  you  can  express  with  in¬ 
tegrity,  passion,  and  courage.  Make  difficult  transi¬ 
tions,  overcome  obstacles  to  core  spiritual  values. 
Licensed  psychotherapist  practicing  29  years.  I  of¬ 
fer:  bioenergetics  for  body-based  emotional  healing, 
EMDR,  hypnosis.  Transpersonal  for  the  real  world. 
Experienced  as  work  coach  and  dealing  with  a  wide 
range  of  family  and  organizational  dysfunction.  Af¬ 
fordable.  Judy  Wyatt,  license  #MFT1925I.  415- 
282-8930. 

Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  We  will  do  it.  Just 
cal!  Sara  and  Marco,  415-3 10-8838. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable  ad¬ 
vice.  Business,  academic,  tape  and  CD  transcrip¬ 
tion,  legal,  resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing. 
Fax  machine.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 


Ps. 


Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 

Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  space  with  pri¬ 
vate  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite  TV, 
phone,  Internet.  Lovely  garden/patio.  Reasonable 
rates.  Samantha.  415-285-5677:  doloresstudio@ 
yahoo.com. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it’s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  4 1 5- 
285-6433  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming 
studio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  and  breakfast 
choices.  Private  entrance  (no  steps),  bath,  cable. 
Twentieth  and  Douglass  streets.  415-626-6497; 
JintDiDL@aol.com:  www.vacationrentals.com/va- 
cation-rentals/1096 1  .hr ml. 

Catsittirig  in  Noe  Valley  or  adjacent  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Conscientious,  responsible,  tuned  in  to  ani¬ 
mals  (and  people);  retired  Noe  Valley  resident. 
Lucy,  415-282-3676. 


Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee.  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun.  reasonable.  Mark.  282-8244;  www.kettnedy- 
musicsludio.com. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays.  Write 
lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send  manuscript, 
plus  name,  phone,  and  e-mail  to  Noe  Valley  Voice. 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA941 14.  In-' 
elude  SASE  if  you  need  materials  returned. 

Furniture  Repair.  Retinish,  upholstery,  reproduc¬ 
tion.  Call  415-587-3416  or  visit  our  web  site  at 
www.renaresl.com. 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of 
words  by  400  per  word,  and  send  us 
a  check  or  money  order  for  the  total 
amount.  (Note  that  a  phone  number, 
including  area  code,  counts  as  one 
word.)  Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the  month 
in  which  you’d  like  to  advertise.  The 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice  Class 
Ads.  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by  phone 
or  e-mail.) 

If)  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  publishes  10  months  a  year. 
(We’re  on  vacation  in  January  and 
August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a 
10  percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  19  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  February 
2008  issue,  distributed  in  Noe  Valley 
the  first  week  of  February.  The 
deadline  for  Class  Ads  is  Jan.  15. 
Note:  The  Class  Ads  are  displayed  for 
one  month  (or  two  in  the  case  of  the 
December  or  July  issues)  on  our  web 
site:  www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will 
be  set  in  bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear 
sheets  will  be  provided  only  if  your 
order  is  accompanied  by  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Thank 
you  for  your  support. 


Natural,  Organic  Products  ^  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 
#  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic  &  Imported  Wines, 

Beer  &  Spirits 

#  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily  Vitamin  Selection 
We  Carry  Rupam’s  Herbal  Products  #  Fresh  Flowers 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerrero  Street  at  26th  Street 

415-282-6274 

www.26thandGuerreroMarket.com 

Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9pm 


UCSF  Oral  Surgery  and  Dental 
Implant  Facility 

Private  Faculty  Practice  Care  at  University  Prices 
Board  Certified  Doctors 
AAAHC  Accredited  Facility 

Call  us  today  at  (415)  476-1316  to 
schedule  a  consultation! 


* 

'  Present  this  ad  to  receive  a  FREE  WISDOM  TOOTH  OR  \ 
DJENTAL  IMPLANT  CONSULTATION  AND 
PANORAMIC  X-RAY  —  A  $350  VALUE!* 


Department  of  Oral  and  Maxillofacial  Surgery 
707  Parnassus  Avenue,  Suite  D1201,  San  Francisco,  CA 
(41 5)  476-1 31 6  www.omfs.ucsf.edu 

\ 

\ 

VExpires  1/8/2008 
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Happy  Holidays 

to  all  our  Noe  Valley 

FRIENDS  AND  CUSTOMERS 

4001  24th  St  at  Noe 
San  Francisco 
415-282-7861 

2080  Chestnut  at  Steiner 
San  Francisco 
415-929-8868 

1440  Burlingame  Avenue 
Burlingame 
650-558-0175 

1825  4th  St  at  Hearst 
Berkeley 
5  1  0-549-9  1  95 


WWW.RABATSHOES.COM 


Whether  you  are  on  a  hill  or  in  the  valley 

FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  Hendet  Handle  It 


Daniel  Ilendeij  Real  Estate  Agent 

Top  Producer  -  President's  Premier  -  Top  1  Percent  Internationally 

(415)  338-0221 

www.danhendel.com 
Homes  on  Hills  by  Hendel 


Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


COLDWeLL 
BANKER  □ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


CASTRO  COMPUTER  SERVICES 


Sales  •  Service  •  Networking  •  Support 


4 

\EVEry) 

Microsoft 

CERTIFIED 

Mac 

Wry 

Systems  Engineer 

A  lice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 


Convenient  ON  and  OFF  Site  Service! 

826-6678 

email:  ccs@CastroComputerServices.com 


1500  Castro  St.  @  25th  St. 


1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m 


no  charge  tor  first  consultation,  permit  expediting  available 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Miracle  on  24th  Street 


By  Mazook 

THE  LIGHT  FANTASTIC:  Behold,  the 
shops  of  Noe  Valley  are  going  green 
with  their  lighting  decorations  this  holi¬ 
day  season.  The  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
and  Professionals  Association  has  struck 
a  deal  with  PG&E  whereby  each  mer¬ 
chant  is  eligible  for  three  free  strands  of 
energy-saving  long-lasting  LED  Christ¬ 
mas  lights  to  use  in  their  stores  on  24th 
and  Castro  streets. 

“Our  goal  is  to  have  every  merchant 
have  a  LED  light  display  in  the  front  of 
their  store  or  office,  from  Douglass  all  the 
way  down  to  Church  Street,”  says  M&P 
coordinator  Gwen  Sanderson,  owner  of 
Video  Wave.  The  LED  lights  are  available 
for  pickup  at  Cooks  Boulevard,  the 
kitchen  store  at  1309  Castro. 

PG&E  spokesman  David  Gutierrez 
says  the  utility  told  the  M&P  it  is  willing 
to  provide  as  many  strands  as  are  needed 
to  make  sure  there  is  maximum  merchant 
participation.  Each  strand  is  12  feet  long 
and  has  35  LED  (light-emitting-diode) 
bulbs.  A  diode  is  a  semiconductor  chip 
that  does  not  break,  bum  out,  or  get  hot, 
he  says.  It  has  no  mercury  (like  fluores¬ 
cent  lights),  beams  more  light  per  watt 
than  incandescent  bulbs  (up  to  a  90  per¬ 
cent  savings),  and  has  an  extremely  long 
life  span. 

FYI,  LED  lights  are  strung  on  the 
Christmas  trees  in  NYC’s  Rockefeller 
Center,  and  in  D.C.  at,  of  all  places,  the 


White  House. 

It  would  really  be  a  miracle  if  all  Noe 
Valley  shops  participated  and  strung  their 
strands  creatively- to  light  up  our  down¬ 
town  with  the  glow  of  the  future. 

And  don’t  forget,  PG&E  will  also  be 
giving  out  a  free  strand  of  LED  lights  to 
local  residents  at  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’ 
Market  (24th  and  Sanchez)  on  Saturday 
morning,  Dec.  8,  from  1 1  a.m.  to'  1  p.m., 
“while  supplies  last,”  says  Gutierrez. 

Though  he  says  he’s  bringing  “a  lot  of 
lights,”  you  might  want  to  camp  out  the 
night  before. 

as© 

YULE  LOG-IN:  The  M&P  also  had 
plans  to  have  Santa  Claus  appear  on  Dec. 
8  at  the  Bank  of  America  for  free  photos 
with  the  kids.  However,  according  to 
Sanderson,  “Santa  seems  to  be  up  in  the 
air.”  Apparently,  the  North  Pole  informed 
the  association  that  Santa  had  a  schedul¬ 
ing  conflict  and  would  be  visiting  Noe 
Valley  a  week  later  on  Dec.  15  (see  be¬ 
low).  Of  course  on  Dec.  25,  he’ll  be  slid¬ 
ing  down  neighborhood  chimneys. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Merchants  Asso¬ 
ciation  will  hold  its  annual  holiday  bash 
on  Dec.  12,  from  6:30  to  8:30  p.m.,  at  the 
B  of  A  (24th  and  Castro).  Says  Sander¬ 
son,  awards  will  be  given  to  the  three 
shops  in  Noe  Valley  chosen  by  judges  to 
have  the  Best  Christmas  Windows  Dis¬ 
play.  She  welcomes  your  suggestions. 
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THE  NORTH  POLE  did  confirm  Santa’s 
plans  to  visit  Zephyr  Real  Estate  on  Dec. 
15,  so  mark  your  calendars.  It  looks  like 
this  will  be  Santa’s  only  public  appear¬ 
ance  in  Noe  Valley  this  year. 

According  to  Zephyr’s  office  manag¬ 
er,  Karen  Harvey,  Santa  will  appear  at 
4040  24th  Street  from  1 1  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
along  with  Rudolph  the  Red-Nosed  (and 
very  real)  Reindeer.  “We  will  be  serving 


hot  cider  and  cookies,”  promises  Harvey, 
“and  also  taking  pictures  of  Santa  and 
•  Rudolph  with  the  kids. 

“We  are  really  looking  forward  to  this 
event.  This  is  the  tenth  year  we  have  done 
this,  and  we  are  hoping  for  a  large 
turnout,”  smiles  Harvey. 

©  ©  © 

DECK  THE  HALLS:  Many  Church 
Street  merchants  have  joined  together  to 
create  a  display  of  white  lights  on  the  trees 
in  front  of  their  businesses  from  25th 
Street  down  to  30th. 

Celia  Sack  and  Paula  Harris  of  Noe 
Valley  Pet  Company  helped  organize  the 
displays  of  20  members  of  the  Church 
Street  Professionals  group. 

“We  all  got  together  and  hired  an  out¬ 
fit  called  Christmas  Light  Pros  to  come 
out  to  participating  merchants  and  hang 
white  lights  in  the  trees  going  down 
Church,”  says  Sack.  “We  got  a  group  rate 
[$170  per  tree]  to  install,  maintain,  and 
then  remove  the  lights  after  the  holidays. 

“I  got  to  tell  you,”  says  Sack,  “it  was 
truly  a  pleasure  having  them  come  out 
here  and  do  it  all,  and  doesn’t  it  look 
great!” 

Yes  it  does. 

We  can  also  thank  the  Noe  Valley  As¬ 
sociation,  the  community  benefit  district 
on  24th  Street,  for  all  the  greens  and  or¬ 
naments  adorning  200  Downtown  Noe 
Valley  parking  meters.  In  addition,  the 
NVA  has  erected  two  more  flower  pots  in 
each  of  the  mini-parks  in  24th  Street’s 
parking  lots. 

S  ©  S 

YOU  SAY  HANNUKAH:  The  annual 
Menorah  Lighting  for  Chanukah  (or  is 
that  Hanukkah?)  will  be  celebrated  on  the 
comer  of  24th  and  Noe  on  Sunday,  Dec. 
9,  at  sundown.  This  is  the  ninth  year  Rab¬ 
bi  Gedalia  Potash  of  Noe  Valley  Chabad 
has  presided  over  the  festivities  and  led 


the  ceremony. 

Chocolate  gelt  and  hot  latke  pancakes 
will  be  served  starting  at  3  p.m.  At  5:(X), 
five  of  the  eight  candles  of  the  menorah 
will  be  lit  in  a  brief  ceremony  remember¬ 
ing  the  miracle  2 1  centuries  ago  of  a  light 
burning  in  a  temple  for  eight  days  from 
oil  that  was  supposed  to  last  but  one  day. 
Kind  of  the  LED  of  the  times. 
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NEON  MONSTER  is  the  name  of  a  new 
store  that  opened  at  the  beginning  of  No¬ 
vember  on  the  comer  of  Castro  and  22nd 
streets.  It  sells  an  eclectic  mix  of  comic 
books,  vinyl  records,  and  toys. 

Kristy  Klinck,  who  is  the  marketing 
manager,  says  Neon  Monster  has  “both 
new  and  back-issue  comic  books  which 
go  back  to  the  ‘golden  age’  of  comic 
books  in  the  1940s  and  ’50s.”  It  also  car¬ 
ries  “not  only  the  33-1/3-speed  record  al¬ 
bums,  but  also  the  older  45s,  and  we  may 
even  have  a  couple  78s,”  says  Klinck. 
They’re  even  considering  selling  record 
players  with  needles  that  glide  across  the 
vinyl.  The  designer  toys  are  from  S.F.- 
based  Kidrobot. 

According  to  Klinck,  the  Neon  Mon¬ 
ster  will  exhibit  works  of  art  by  both  lo¬ 
cal  and  national  artists,  including  John 
Crowe,  one  of  the  business’s  owners  (the 
one  who  has  the  passion  for  the  comic 
books).  The  other  two  owners  are  broth¬ 
ers  Jacob  and  Isaac  Pritzker,  who  spe¬ 
cialize  in  the  music  end  of  the  business. 
“We  all  recently  moved  to  Noe  Valley  and 
want  to  become  a  part  of  this  totally  en¬ 
ergetic  and  very  creative  Noe  Valley  com¬ 
munity,”  says  Klinck. 

More  in  the  arts  department  is  the  new 
art  gallery  that  recently  opened  on  29th 
near  Church.  Rozanoff  Art  is  the  creation 
of  Russian  expatriates  Andre  Rozanoff 
and  Anna  Efanova,  who  also  is  an  artist. 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


MEXICO 

^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

¥  Broiled  Salmon  Buhritos  ¥  Delicious  Chicken  Mole¥ 
¥  Wonderful  Enchiladas  ¥  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Pork* 

¥  Cactus  Burritos  ¥  Fantastic  Grilled  Qhesadillas  * 
¥  Grilled  Seafddd  Specials  ¥ 

Great  Tacrs  ¥  Variety  of  Vegetarian  Dishes 

¥  New  Mava  Tamales  ¥ 

(j/ecA  //y  6 W  .  — 

Z7~or  tZe  cftrst  CTZme// 

¥  Great  AlmnspHere!  * 

Open  Everyday  ¥  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24™  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


San  Francisco 

AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(41 5)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Smog  Check  &  Repair  Available  7  Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  "Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Check  Engine  Light 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/DoorsA/andalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability  Problems, 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 


State  of  California 

LICENSED 

¥ 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION 


SHIELD 


BBB 


since  1978 

(415)285-8588 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th),  S.F.,  CA  94110 
Between  Harrison  &  Bryant  Streets 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  &  ATM  Accepted 


OFFICIAL  GROSS  POLLUTER 
CERTIFICATION  STATION 

We  can  repair  &  retest 
smog  failures  from 
“Test-Only”  Stations 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


FREE 

($60  Value) 

BRAKE  &  SAFETY 
INSPECTION 


OIL  CHANGE 
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Anna  Efanova  (right),  co-owner  of  a  new  art  gallery  on  29th  Street  welcomes  artist  Carole  Splendore 
and  husband  Roberto  Splendore  to  an  artists’  reception  held  Nov.  1 6.  Photo  by  Salty  Smith 


RUMORS 


CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

They  are  international  art  dealers  who 
started  out  in  St.  Petersburg  and  arrived 
in  San  Francisco  two  years  ago  via  New 
York  City.  Their  tiny  storefront,  at  355 
29th  Street,  is  currently  exhibiting  about 
50  artworks  by  1 1  artists,  several  from 
Russia.  Drop  by  the  show’s  next  recep¬ 
tion,  6  to  9  p.m.,  on  Dec.  14. 

Congrats  to  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  pres¬ 
ident  Richard  May,  who  recently  was  giv¬ 
en  a  Friends  of  Independent  Booksellers 
Award  by  the  Northern  California  Inde¬ 
pendent  Booksellers  Association.  The 
award  recognized  him  for  the  wonderful 
job  he  did  coordinating  the  first  annual 
Noe  Valley  Authors  Fest,  which  was  held 
at  our  three  local  bookstores  last  March. 
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TO  YOUR  HEALTH:  Neighborhood 
doctors  are  in  greater  supply  now  that  the 
Noe  Valley  Clinic  has  opened  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Sanchez  and  23rd  streets  and  a  pe¬ 
diatric  clinic  called  GetzWell  will  be 
opening  in  February  on  the  corner  of 
Church  and  29th,  in  the  longtime  Star 
Bakery  (more  recently,  Curves)  site. 

The  Noe  Valley  Clinic,  the  brainchild 
of  Dr.  Tom  Lee,  has  two  M.D.s  and  two 
N.D.s  (naturopathic  physicians)  on  staff. 
"We  practice  traditional  medicine  and 
provide  comprehensive  care,"  says  Lee, 
who  started  his  first  clinic  on  Sutter  Street 
and  later  opened  another  in  Marin  County. 

Lee  hopes  the  Noe  Valley  Clinic  will 
be  “kind  of  like  Field  of  Dreams,  since 
we  believe  that  if  we  provide  basic  pri¬ 
mary  and  urgent  health  care  from  doctors 
concerned  with  health  and  well-being, 
people  will  come,  and  that  has  been  our 
experience  so  far.” 


GetzWell  is  the  creation  of  Dr.  Julia 
Getzelman,  who  according  to  her  web 
site,  “offers  an  integrative  approach  to 
health  care  based  on  modern  Western 
medicine  and  scientifically-grounded  al¬ 
ternatives,  including  nutrition,  function¬ 
al  medicine,  psychology,  and  acupuncture.” 

In  other  medical  news,  Drs.  Daphne 
Miller  and  Avril  Swan  are  relocating  their 
offices  on  Dec.  7  from  1448  Church  (at 
Cesar  Chavez)  up  a  block  or  two  to  1286 
Sanchez  Street.  They  too  have  an  inte¬ 
grative  family  practice. 

®  ©  © 

WHOLE  IN  ONE:  The  latest  scoop  on 
Whole  Foods  comes  from  the  top  banana. 
Jolynn  Bibb,  the  “store  development  spe¬ 
cialist”  for  Northern  California  Whole 
Foods,  confirmed  in  late  November  that 
Whole  Foods  grocery  would  indeed  be 
taking  over  the  24th  Street  space  now  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Bell  Market  sometime  “in  the 
future"  (after  April  of  2009,  when  Bell’s 
lease  runs  out).  Currently,  Whole  Foods 
“is  in  the  design  phase,”  she  stated,  and 
“we  are  unable  to  say  when  the  new  store 
will  open.” 

Bibb  noted  that  the  Noe  Valley  store  is 
about  half  the  size  of  Whole  Foods’  av¬ 
erage  store,  which  could  present  some  de¬ 
sign  challenges.  As  the  plans  progress. 
Whole  Foods  will  send  store  representa¬ 
tives  to  Noe  Valley  to  meet  with  neigh¬ 
borhood  groups.  Bibb  said. 

In  other  market  watch  news,  kudos  go 
out  to  Josh  and  Isaac  Epple  at  Drewes 
Market,  a  shop  offering  us  fresh  meats 
and  poultry  in  the  same  location  on 
Church  Street  since  1889.  The  store  won 
an  award  from  the  S.F. -based  Urban  So¬ 
lutions,  which  annually  honors  “small 
non-formula  retail  businesses  that  make 
a  difference  in  their  neighborhoods.” 

Up  at  1 320  Castro  near  24th,  after  more 
than  a  year’s  delay,  construction  has  start¬ 
ed  on  the  new  restaurant  being  created  by 


Chef  Brett  Emerson.  You  might  remem¬ 
ber  it  was  going  to  be  called  “Olallie.”  But 
Emerson  is  now  holding  a  contest  on  his 
blog  (www.inpraiseofsardines.com)  to 
come  up  with  a  different  moniker.  Evi¬ 
dently,  the  name  game  has  narrowed 
down  to  two:  Contigo  (“with  you”  in 
Spanish)  and  Ampersand  (“&”  in  Eng¬ 
lish),  and  the  winning  name  should  be  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  first  week  of  December. 

Emerson  adds  that  construction  should 
be  finished  by  next  June,  when  he  will 
start  serving  “seasonable  California  cui¬ 
sine  with  a  Spanish  flair.” 
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NOE  VOTES:  The  Noe  Valley  Bureau 
of  Investigation  attempted  to  relay  to  the 
world  the  local  vote  in  the  Nov.  6  elec¬ 
tion,  but  the  Department  of  Elections  is¬ 
sued  the  results  on  the  last  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  so  we  have  yet  to  see  the  Noe 


Valley  or  District  8  tabulation.  How  are 
we  going  to  have  an  impact  in  the  presi¬ 
dential  primary  if  it  takes  over  a  month  to 
count  the  votes? 

Speaking  of  zip  codes  94114  and 
94131,  which  make  up  greater  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,  it  appears  that  among  the  500  wealth¬ 
iest  zip  codes  in  the  U.S.  rated  by  Forbes 
Magazine  ( www.forbes.com )  in  Septem¬ 
ber  2007,  94114  ranks  number  103  and 
94131  number  2 1 4.  Zip  94 1 1 4,  which  in¬ 
cludes  Noe  Valley  north  of  Cesar  Chavez 
and  most  of  Eureka  Valley,  had  a  median 
house  price  of  $  1  million.  The  94131  -ers 
had  a  median  house  price  of  $850,000. 
The  number  one  zip  code  for  house  prices 
in  the  country  was  07620,  in  Alpine,  N.J., 
with  homes  averaging  $3.4  million. 
Thanks,  but  we’ll  stay  here. 

That  puts  a  zip  on  this  column  and  thi,s 
year.  Have  a  safe  and  sane  holiday,  and 
we  will  see  you  all  in  February  2008.  ■ 


COLDWELL  BANKER 

proudly  presents 


Stunning  Remodeled  Condo  With  a  View 

Stunning  remodeled  top  floor  2  level,  2BD/1.5BA  corner 
VIEW  condo.  Many  designer  touches.  Plantation  shutters 
&  2  Murano  glass  fixtures.  Gourmet  eat-in  kitchen.  Deck 
off  living/dining  room  with  spectacular  Bay  &  City  views. 
Wood  burning  fireplace.  Marble  bath  with  cherry  cabinets 
&  contemporary  fixtures.  Storage  room  &  1  car  gar.  pkg 
with.  A  must  see!!! 

Offered  at  $749,000 

Lisa  Camozzi  & 

Jim  Laufenberg 
415.338.0212 


Classic  Upper  Market  Triplex 

Desirable  &  convenient  location  on  a  tree-lined  side 
terrace  off  Market.  #1)  Full  upper  level  2BD  flat  is 
filled  with  light  from  numerous  skylights.  Unit  includes 
a  private  deck  &  laundry  room  with  washer  &  dryer. 
Spacious  living  room  &  kitchen.  #2)Junior  1BD  with 
private  rear  deck.  #3)  Lower  front  studio.  Large  garage 
&  storage  for  upper  unit  only.  Close  to  everything. 
Offered  ah  $1,145,000 


Betty  Taisch 
415.338.0121 


Avoid  HOA  fees 

Come  see  this  one  of  a  kind  home.  The  home  which  is 
zoned  RH-2  is  a  1BD/1BA  with  a  garage.  Also  has  an 
unwarranted  room  downstairs.  This  home  is  perfect  to 
be  near  everything.  Walk  to  Church  Street  Restaurants 
or  enjoy  24th  St  Shops.  Take  a  quick  hike  up  Cortland 
you're  in  the  heart  of  Bernal.  Take  the  Muni  and  you're 
downtown  quickly. 

Offered  at:  $649,000 

Tony  Alejandre 
415.338.0227 


Lakeside  -  2633  Ocean  Avenue  415.334.1880 
Market  -  2355  Market  Street  415.437.4500 

_  Now  Open 


mm 


COLDUieU. 
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LACKLINE 


CONSTRUCTION 


THINK  I  BUILD  I  MODERN 


Blackline  Construction  specializes  in  building  modern  spaces  in  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  Area.  We  construct  residences  that  are  elegant, 
inviting  and  long  lasting.  During  our  projects,  we  develop  collaborative 
and  trust-based  partnerships  with  our  clients  and  their  architects.  Our 
expert  execution  of  your  modern  design  completes  the  equation  that 
defines  the  beauty  of  your  space. 


(415)  412  2370 

License  #  783873 

WWW.BLACKLINECONSTRUCTION.CQM 

info@blacklineconstruction.com 


Paxton  Gate 

EXCEPTIONAL  GARDENS 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 

Experts  at  all  outdoor  construction: 

•  Fine  Carpentry 

-  Decks,  arbors,  gazebos,  furniture  &  more 

-  Custom  bot-tub  structures 

•  Stonework  &  Masonry 

-  Walls,  patios  and  fountains 

•  Permanent  Barbeque  Islands 
&  Outdoor  Kitchens 

•  Garden  Maintenance 
&  Arborist  Services 

•  Irrigation  &  Lighting 

Visit  our  showroom  anj 
retail  store  at  824  Valencia  St., 
log  on  to  PaxtonOate.com,  or 

call  us  at  41 5-824-1872. 

Fully  injured  and  licenced  (#825875) 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
t-mai I :  capa@home4us.orf’ 

Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Church  Street  Professionals 

Contacts:  Lynn  Ingham,  643-5966, 
or  Paula  Benton,  248-0235 
E-mail:  henlonp@sprynel.com 
Meetings:  Third  Monday,  every  other 
month.  Location  varies. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly;  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contacts:  Pat  Lockhart,  282-9360; 

Diane  McCamey,  824-0303;  or 
Deanna  Mooney,  82 1  -4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  C A  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Irregular,  call  to  confirm. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz,  401-6362 
Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 


Meetings:  Call  for  information.  Note:  The 
annual  Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is  held  the  day 
before  Mother’s  Day. 

Fairmount  Heights  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  Gregg  Brooks 
E-mail:  sflyric@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31059,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  details. 

Friends  of  Dolores  Park  Playground 

Contact:  Eli  Merritt,  415-285-3774 
E-mail:  emerr@earthlink.nel 
Mailing  Address:  3786  20th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
E-mail:  lauranor@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  (FNV) 

Contact:  Richard  May 

E-mail:  ramhooks@pachell.net 

Web  site:  www.friendsofnoevalley.com 

Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 

Francisco,  CA  94146 

Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 

month  (call  or  e-mail  to  confirm),  at 

St.  Philip’s  Parish  Hall,  725  Diamond  St. 

Friends  of  On  Lok's  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  225  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 


Friends  of  Noe  Valley  Recreation 
Center  and  Park 

Contact:  Alexandra  Torre 
E-mail:  noe _park@atorre.com 
Web  site:  www.noevalleyreccenter.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  or  check  web  site. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  noestrolls@aol.com 
Weekly  Stroll:  Thursday  at  1 1  a.m., 
departing  Holey  Bagel,  3872  24th  St. 

For  details,  visit  www.noestroIls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Association-Community 
Benefit  District 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  nemo@rcn.com 
Dispatch:  To  report  spills,  debris,  or  garbage 
on  24th  Street,  call  559-8492. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Andy  Fleischman,  641-5838 
Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month; 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Saturdays,  8  a.m.  to  noon,  on  24th  between 
Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  Street 
Contact:  Paula  Benton,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  (co-sponsor),  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  8  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695, 

kkdrew@yahoo.com ;  Marian  Chatfield- 

Taylor,  626-7512,  ext.  103 

Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 

San  Francisco  Public  Library,  391  Grove  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

Meetings:  Call  for  information. 


Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association  (NVMPA) 

Contacts:  Donna  Davis.  647-2 1 1 6.  or  Teresa 
Gay.  336-6304 

E-mail:  info@noevalleymerchants.com: 
register  at  www.noevalleymerchants.com. 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
E-mail  for  location  and  time. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

An  e-mail  resource  network  for  parents 
Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 
E-mail:  minaken@gmail.com 

Noe  Valley  Preparedness  Committee 

Contact:  Maxine  Fasulis,  641-5536 
E-mail :  maxinefasulis@yahoo.com 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contact:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8188 
E-mail:  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 
Web  site:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  web  site. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking  Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  5K  run/walk 
route.  Info?  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com.) 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 
Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 
E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 
Web  site:  www.tail-wagging.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm),  30th  Street  Senior  Center,  225 
30th  St.,  7:30  p.m. 


INTIMATE,  SIMPLE  AND 
UNDENIABLY  GLOBAL 


|  menus  and  more  visit  pomelosf.com 

outer  noe  valley 

1793  church  street  s&n  francisco  ca  94131  /  415  285  2257 
brunch:  Saturday  and  Sunday  10:00  -  2:30 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 

inner  sunset 

92  judah  street  san  francisco  ca  94122  /  415  731  6175 
lunch:  monday  to  friday  1 1 :30  -  2:00 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 


pomelo 

-L  REFRESHINGLY  GLOBAL 
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o 

KIKIYO 


Fences  Decks  Stairs 

New  Construction  Repairs  Refinishing 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938  Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


Bathroom  &  Kitchen 
Remodeling 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938 

Licensed  Bonded  Insured  / 


Integrative  family  medicine 


The  "Room  TO  Grow 

is  a  small,  project  based  preschool 

that  seeks  to  recognize  .and  nurture  each  child's  individual 
strengths  and  gifts 

We  offer...  -  — 

•  A  dedicated  &  diverse  teaching  staff  that  is  experienced,  creative 
and  enthusiastic.  1 :8  ratio  max. 

•  A  safe  and  suppbrtive  environment  that  cultivates  exploration, 
individuality  and  autonomy. 

•  Experiential  and  contextual  learning  opportunities  through  self-expression, 
creative  arts,  literature,  music,  cooking,  gardening,  drama  and  musical 
movement. 

•  Indoor/outdoor  classroom. 

Now  accepting  applications  for  up  to  26  children  ages  2.9  through  5  years 
and  potty  trained.  The  2007-08  program  starts  September  1 . 

Call  for  an  appointment  to  tour  the  facility,  Your  children  are  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  join  you.  For  more  information  about  philosophy,  schedules, 
rates  and  to  view  photos  of  the  school,  visit  our  website. 


tae  room,  to  <9row 

r  R  R  t>  C  M  O  O  L 

3786  Mission  Street  *  SF  *  941 1 0  •  415-826-9598  *  www.theroomtogrow.org 

 CA  Lie  #  384001 473 


Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 

415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 


At  Kiki  Yo  come  explore  your  mind  body  connection.  We  offer  Pre  and 
Post  Natal,  Baby  and  Me,  Kiki  for  kid's  Ages  6-13,  Kiki  for  Kid's  ages  3-5 
Hatha,  Iyengar,  Kikilate's,  Vinyasa,Tai  Chi  Chih  Belly  Dancing,  World  Dance 
Workout,  Personal  Training  &  Workshops,  Yoga  for  beginners,  &  Pilates  Mat 


Come  meet  the  providers  of  the  newly  opened 

Noe  Valley  Clinic  on  Wed  Dec.  1  2th  from  5  -  6:30  pm. 

We'll  offer  light  appetizers  and  drinks,  while  you  have  the  time  to  meet 
and  talk  with  the  physicians  and  complementary  therapists  of  this 
innovative  new  addition  to  Noe  Valley. 


The  Noe  Valley  Clinic  is  an  integrative  family  medical  practice  offering 
a  unique  blend  of  traditional  and  complementary  medicine  -  all  in  one, 
accessible  neighborhood  setting. 


For  a  nominal  membership  fee  of  just  $  1  29/yr,  we're  able  to  offer  you: 

-  same-day  appointments 

-  specialty  care  in  naturopathic  medicine,  acupuncture, 

Chinese  herbs,  and  certified  nutritional  counseling 

-  evidence-based,  traditional  family  medical  services 

-  e-mail  and  online  access  to  your  provider 

-  all  in  a  convenient,  Noe  Valley  location 


We  accept  most  forms  of  insurance  including  HMO,  PPO 

and  Medicare.  To  learn  more,  come  visit  us  at  www.noeclinic.com. 


Look  forward  to  seeing  you! 


The  Noe  Valley  Clinic 
3901  23rd  St  (near  Sanchez) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415)  830-4742 


www.noedinic.com 


Come  Meet  the  Providers! 
Open  House 

Wed,  Dec.  1 2th  from  5:00  -  6:30  pm 
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Munchkins  from  Adda  Clevenger  School 
take  over  24th  Street,  racing  past  a  skeleton 
at  Haystack  Pizza.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


The  Scene  at  Just  for  Fun:  “The  Scream  got 
one.  What  about  me?" 


Halloween  Lives 
In  Noe  Valley! 


Two  little  red  devils  have  fun  haunting  the  neighborhood. 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Too  cute  to  be  scary  are  (left  to  right)  Kate,  4;  Makenzie,  53/4;  Augustine,  4;  and  Delaney,  4. 

Photo  by  Sally  Smith 


Global  warming  in  Noe  Valley?  Send  in  the  unicorns  and  angels! 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Though  the  city  called  off  Halloween 
in  the  Castro,  it  couldn’t  dampen  the 
spirits  of  Noe  Valley  kids.  On  a  cool 
foggy  Oct.  31,  trick-or-treaters  disguised  as 
witches,  clowns,  cowboys,  and  iPhones 
descended  upon  24th  Street,  searching  for 
merchants  who  would  load  their  bags  with 
candy,  especially  the  non-apple  kind.  Many 
children  and  pets  had  been  parading  their 
costumes  since  the  Harvest  and  Dogtober 
fests,  and  their  guardians  were  giddy  the 
Great  Pumpkin  had  finally  arrived.  The 
atmosphere  was  too  spooky  to  stay  inside, 
so  our  Voice  photographers  grabbed  their 
gear  and  began  tracking  the  ghosts.  Here 
are  a  few  of  the  images  they  captured. 


Yasmin  enters  a  Dogtoberfest  contest  as 
I  Dream  of  Jeannie.”  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


The  kids  from  the  Noe  Valley  Nursery  School  can’t  fill  their  bags  until  their  shutterbug  parents  break  the  spell.  Photo  by  Pomelo  Gerard 
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HARDWOOD  FLOORS 


28  Vears  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 

REPAIRED 

INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 


Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates  •  415-586-0307 


Sioemakei 


ARCHITECTS 


Custom  residential  architecture  and  design 

•  Kitchens  and  baths 

•  Lower  level  expansions 
•  Decks  and  stairs 

•  Full  house  remodels 


www.shoemakerarchitects.com 

415.648.1208 


Savor 

The 

Flavor 


Qt 


/  '  — . 


(415) 

282-0919 


1500 

Church  Street 


Tasteful.  Elegant.  Affordable. 

Offering  the  Bay  Areas  best  prices  for 
window  treatments. 


Cellular  Shades 
Wood  Blinds 
Plantation  Shutters 
Solar  Shades 


77%  Off  MSRP 
75%  Off  MSRP 
40%  Off  MSRP 
60%  Off  MSRP 


Limited  time  only. 


Call  today  for  an  in-home  estimate. 

(415)  738-9000 


Discover,  MasterCard  and  Fisa  accepted. 
www.vvindowwearswest.com 


'Rubys  Clay  Studio  &  OjalYery 

JfoCicCay  Show  &  Safe 

November  28th  -  January  10th 


552a  Noe  Street  (btw.  1 8th  it  19tli  Sts.)  415)  558-9819  www.rubysclaystudio.org 
open  daily  from  10  am  to  7pm 


Work  featured  includes  functional  ware, 
along  with  decorative  and  sculptural 
pieces  in  all  price  ranges. 

Classes,  studio  services  and  handmade 
work  by  over  30  local  aitisans. 


l 

w 

y*  I 

I 

CO 

17th  St 

e 

55 

1 

» 

ce 

8 

CO 

18th  St. 

0 

z 

* 

Ruby's 

19th  St 

CUy 

Studio 

O'  Greenberg's  Pub 


Celebrating  our  22nd  year  as  "The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


Featuring 
Direct  TV  on 
six  TVs 
including  two 
Big  Screens 


See  all  NFL 
Games 


Two 

Dart  Rooms 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


V  •.  i;  -r- 


..  .  _ 

•  -S42e». 

1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  corner  of  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 


CABRILLO 


PLUMBING 


HEAT  &  AIR 


PLUMBING 

HEATING 

AIR 

Quality  •  Experience  •  Honesty 
Service  Since  1961  License  #020538 


415.821.0560 

www.discovercabrillo.com 


,^lLD  Af 


EST: 


1990 


JANET  MOYER 

Landscaping 


1031  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
jmoyerlandscaping.com 
415.821.3760 


Landscape  Contractor  License  853919 
Pest  Control  License  23632 
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CANADIAN 


HANDMADE 
FAIR  TRADE 


'<V  ixcn/\H^£ 
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A  NON-PROFIT  HUMAN  RIGHTS  ORGANIZATION 

GLOVES,  SCARVES  <S  HATS  HANDKNIT  IN 
PERU;  JEWELERY  HANDMADE  IN  BRAZIL, 
ECUADOR  AND  THAILAND;  DISHWARE 
HANDPAINTED  IN  TUNISIA;  POTTERY 
HANDMADE  IN  MEXICO,  NICARAGU  AND 
PERU;  QUILTS  WOVEN  IN  INDIA; 
CHRISTMAS  ORNAMENTS  CRAFTED 
AROUND  THE  WORLD  AND  MUCH  MORE! 

SWEATSHOP  FREE 
SIFTS  THAT  YOU  CAN 
FEEL  GOOD  ABOUT! 

4018  24™  STREET,  AT  NOE  ST. 
415-648-8068 
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Donna  Sullivan 


Happy  Holidays  £> 
Happy  New  Year! 


415-321-4380 
donnahouse@aol.com 
www.RealEstateOonna.com 
3899  24th  Street  ®  Sanchez 


HILL  &  CO. 


2  Elegant  Noe  Valley  Flats 


The  perfect  place  for  ALL  your  Christmas  needs 
and  party  decorations! 

Thanks  to  all  our  Noe  Valley  friends 
and  customers  for  supporting  us 
through  the  month  of  October! 

1600  Church  Street  at  28th 
415-824-0414 


Holiday  Season  * 


•  Christmas  Ornaments 
•  Christmas  and  Party  Decorations 

•  Gift  Wrapping 
•  Party  Accessories 

•  Party  Supplies 

•  Balloon  Bouquets  for  All  Occasions 


CHRISTMAS 

and 

New  Years  Eve  i 
2008 
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SellingSF  Sells  Two  Noe  Valley  Victorian  Homes 


100  Clipper  St 
@  Church 
Noe  Valley 


Jito  606.9090  Don  971.7766 
Erin  370.8874  Rochelle  999.5420 

www.SellingSF.com 


254  28th  Street 

Listed:  $1,895,000 
4  bedrooms,  2.5  bathrooms 

www.254-28thSt.com 


73  Henry  Street 

Listed:  $1,895,000 
3  bedrooms,  2.5  bathrooms 
Represented  buyers 


how  may  we  help  you? 


Living  Trusts 

•  Wills 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Probate 
Specialty  Trusts 

Robert  T.  Roddick 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
www.NoeValleyLaw.com 
1330  Castro  at  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco 


3*.  (415)  641-8687 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $35  for  3  courses 
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Thank  you 

To  all  of  our  past,  present 
and  future  clients  in  Noe  Valley 

tat  year. 

Il 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


GMAC  Real  Estate 


era  Plaza 


4400  24th  Street  (Represented  Buyer/Seller) 

17  Kronquist  Ct  (Represented  Buyer/Seller) 

76  Alvarado  St  (Represented  Buyer/Setler) 
3732  23  rd  St  #2  (Represented  Buyer/Seller) 
361  Fair  Oaks  St  (Represented  Buyer/Selier) 
130  Lexington  St  (Represented  Buyer/Seller) 
132  Lexington  St  (Represented  Buyer/Seiler) 
2169  Folsom  St  #M204  (Represented  Buyer/Seller) 
1 50  Chenery  St  (Represented  Seller} 

371  Laidiey  St  (Represented  Seller) 

161  FairmountSt  (Represented  Seller) 

64  Van  Buren  St  (Represented  Seiler) 


379  Day  St  (Represented  Seller) 

402  Fair  Oaks  St  (Represented  Seller) 
49  Cumberland  St  (Represented  Seller) 
37  Elsie  St  (Represented  Seller) 

543  Holly  Park  Cir  (Represented  Seller) 
8  Porter  St  (Represented  Seller) 

330  Gates  St  (Represented  Seller) 
232  San  Carlos  St  (Represented  Seller) 
971-973  Florida  St  (Represented  Seller) 
317  29th  St  #306  (Represented  Seller) 
1543  Dolores  (Represented  Seller) 


3880  22nd  St  (Represented  Seller) 

2878  22nd  St  (Represented  Seller) 

1211  Dolores  St  (Represented  Seller) 

782  Clipper  St  (Represented  Seller) 

718  Church  St  #6  (Represented  Seller) 

77  Grandview  Ave  #3025  (Represented  Seller) 
34  Pond  St  (Represented  Seller) 

35  Collingwood  St  (Represented  Seller) 

501  Noe  St  #202  (Represented  Seller) 

494  Liberty  St  (Represented  Seller) 

45  Cumberland  St  (Represented  Seller) 

132  Lexington  St  # A  (Represented  Seller) 

130  Lexington  St  #A  (Represented  Seller) 
800  York  St  (Represented  Seller) 

3172  25th  St  (Represented  Seller) 

1346  York  St  (Represented  Seller) 

1 344  York  St  (Represented  Seller) 

802  York  St  (Represented  Seller) 

2875  21st  St  #15  (Represented  Seller) 

804  York  St  (Represented  Seller) 

251  Bartlett  St  #B  (Represented  Seiler) 
470  Elizabeth  St  (Represented  Seller) 
1855  Alabama  St  (Represented  Seller) 
1344-1346  York  St  (Represented  Seller) 


20 


824  Alabama  St  (Represented  Seller) 
800-804  York  St  (Represented  Seller) 

462  Sanchez  St  (Represented  Buyer) 

431  Gates  St  (Represented  Buyer) 

1020  Cortland  Ave  (Represented  Buyer) 

138  Lexington  St  (Represented  Buyer) 
2931  20th  St  (Represented  Buyer) 

103  29th  St  (Represented  Buyer) 

1650  Dolores  St  (Represented  Buyer) 

330  Valley  St  (Represented  Buyer) 

355  Buena  Vista  Ave  #605  (Represented  Buyer) 
367  Church  #6  (Represented  Buyer) 

3354  22nd  St  (Represented  Buy  er) 

483  Dolores  St  (Represented  Buyer) 

937  Capp  St  (Represented  Buyer) 

2169  Folsom  St  #M204  (Represented  Buyer) 
2889  24th  St  #7  (Represented  Buyer) 

3011  20th  St  #1  (Represented  Buyer) 
3971-73  18th  St  (Represented  Buyer) 

30  Fair  Oaks  St  (Represented  Buyer) 
727—729  Guerrero  St  (Represented  Buyer) 
1111  York  St  (Represented  Buyer) 
121-125  Shotwell  St  (Represented  Buyer) 


At  Pacific  Union  GMAC  Reai  Estate  we  understand  your  needs  and  the  Bay  Area  real  estate  marketplace.  We 
are  your  trusted  real  estate  advisors  helping  you  build  personal  wealth  through  sound  real  estate  investments. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  in  2007. 


www.pacunion.com  Christie’s 

SAN  FRANCISCO  |  MARIN  |  NAPA  |  SONOMA  |  CONTRA  COSTA  |  ALAMEDA  GREAT  ESTATES 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


GMAC  Real  Estate 
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Mel 

Murphy 
(415)  648-1200 

mmurphy@ 

murphyobrienre.com 


Murphy 

& 

O'Brien 

Real  Estate  Investments,  Inc. 


Luke 
O'Brien 
(415)  516-8488 

lobrien@ 

murphyobrienre.com 


SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT 


Coming  Soon! 

Three  Luxury  Units 

near  the  Valencia  Corridor 

Building  comes  with  parking 

Top  Unit  -  One  bed  /  one  bath 
Middle  Unit  -  Two  bed  /  two  bath 
Lower  Unit  -  Three  bed  /  two  bath 

Each  Unit  complete  with  high-end 
finishes  and  gourmet  kitchens 


Want  to  know  more  about  Real  Estate  Investing? 

You  can  be  a  beginner  or  someone  who  wants 
to  diversify  from  other  investments. 

Real  Estate  cannot  be  compared  to  the  stock  market  and  other  financial 
markets.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  $1  million  home  become  a  $100,000  home? 
Real  Estate  Investing  works  when  you  know  your  market  and  you  have  a 
plan  before  you  invest.  Discover  our  experiences  of  30  years  in  Real  Estate 
Investing.  Learn  how  to  get  started.  Avoid  costly  mistakes. 

Call  for  an  appointment:  (415)  648-1200 


4153  24th  St.,  Ste.  4  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Ph.  415.648.1200  Fax  415.648.1213 
www.murphyobrienre.com 
email:  tara@murphyobrienre.com 


■CKitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  andCabinetry 


Cabinetry 


Arc  Glass  ♦  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  •  Textiles  •  Wallpaper  •  Tile 


A  resource  for  period 
design,  products,  & 
specialized  skills. 

RTISTIC 
LICENSE 


www.artisticlicense.org 


r*  g 

og  CD  .2  6 

c  ’p5  « 

.2  Oh  £  » 

-4-J  —rf  r. 

2  §  3  < 

©  • 

«  c«  O  „ 

a:  >  TT  ^ 

cy  o  £  .5 

K  fl  ai  G 

<x>  ^  o 

«  ^  tS 


Architecture 


/~Anrrr..  tr-ri 


rjan  •  Pai 


Happy  Holidays 

FROM  THE  STAFF  OF 

NOE  VALLEY  DELI 

American  &  Middle  ^Eastern  Grill 

Since  1979 


Featuring: 

Gourmet  Sandwiches  &  Salads  *  Falafel,  Shawarma  *  Grilled  Chicken 
&  Steak  Subs  *  Burgers  &  Fries  *  Party  Trays  and  Sfanakofita 
For  Quick  Service  &  Catering, 

Call  Karim  or  Rami  at  (415)  824-8373 
4007  24th  Street  *  Open  7  Days 


FIT 

WELL 


Medicine 


Active  Release  Techniques 

Massage  Therapy 

Complete  Chiropractic  Care 

Rolfing 

Progressive  Rehabilitation 

Meridian  Stretching 

I 


"With  Lisa’s  work  I’ve  beenable  to 
stay  healthy  while  training  for 
and  completing  multiple 
ultramarathons." 
-  Janet  Thompson 
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S.  GORDON  » 


HERTH 


“Best  Agent” Readers  Choice  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


REAL  ESTATE 

as  unique  as  san  francisco 


555  Castro  Street 

p//  415.602.1471  e//  sold@linda-gordon.com  i//  linda-gordon.com  ca^fom^gTiu 


rhioe  'VaCCey  is : 


ULTIMATE  LIFESTYLE  TRENDY  C! 
CUISINE  YOUNG  DESTINATION  UN: 

WORLD-CLASS  VITAL  MARKETS 
CONTEMPORARY  MO 


JNITY  STYLE  CHIC 

KARY 

1  INCOMPARABLE 

I  HISTORICAL  IIP 


CHIC  WHATS-HOT  DISTINI  I  HER  TUI  EXTRAORDINARY 

UNCOMMON  ECCENTRIC  RARE 

SSSSY  BEAUTIFUL  SLEEK  SUBLIME 

;  SHARP  PUS  Si  I  ARTISTIC  «8»5  VITAL 

YOUNG  GRACEFUL 

RESPECTED  OPULENT  RARE 

POSH  COMMUNITY  COOL  REFINES  FUN 

MANNERED  1C  CUTTING-EDGE  NOW 

MANURE  RELAXING 

PEACEFUL  GREEN 

SWANK  FASCINATING  SOOTHING  CREATIVE 
PRICELESS  C  TRANQUIL  NOW  CURRENT 

PARKS  WALKS  SOPHISTICATED  CREATIVE 

NEIGHBORS  FOLIAGE  SHOPS  ftSMIiillS  VALUARLE 
PICNICS  ECCENTRIC  HISTORICAL :  FASHIONABLE 


Or  if  you’d  prefer...  HOME 
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Revolutionary  Wood  Renew&I 


Party  Trays  and  Gift  Baskets 


We  send  Gift  Baskets  &  Gourmet  Food  Items  Anywhere 


nnDinmo 

^o^goufmet^delit  ■'  ' 


(415)  282-0081 

649  Diamond  Street  at  Elizabeth 

Monday  -  Friday  10:30  -  6:00,  Saturday  10:30  -  4  (Closed  Sunday  and  Holidays) 

Christmas  Panettone  and  Stollen 


Homemade  Italian  and  Gourmet  Dishes 

Take  it  home  and  just  heat  and  eat! 


" Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 


STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 

®. 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 
.State  Farm  is  there.  ®. 


STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 


Renew  •  Repair  •  Revitalize 


415-294-7795 

\V\X\V.\H  \V(  !  COM 


-Hance  renews  the  life  and  luster 
ii'mmer  and  shine-to  your  wood 
thout  the  dust,  mess  and  odor 
of  regular  refinishing. 


Call  Today  for  a 

Free  In-Home  Estimate 

PLUS  RECEIVE  15%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD. 


The  Droubi  Team  wishes 
you  and  your  family 
happy  holidays  & 
a  prosperous  new  year! 


A 

rou 

y 

TEAM 

COLDUieU. 
BANKER  □ 

•  •• 

•  •• 

t. 


Droubi  Team  -  Coldwell  Banker 

Boutique  Service  with  National  Prominence 

Phone:415-401-6300  /  4157  24th  St  San  Francisco  CA  94114 


Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 

custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371  415.699.6209 

Member:  CLCA  www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


HOMEBIRTH  IN 
NOE  VALLEY 


Homeb'rth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 

Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 
Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 

Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  567-1212 

2001  UNION  STREET 

SUITE  350 

rossmaddenlaw.com 
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DEAf  C 
C/ 


Best  wishes  for  a  happy  holiday  season  and  our  sincere  appreciation  for 
your  loyalty  and  goodwill  throughout  the  year 

*  •  . 

This  holiday  season,  our  office  is  proudly  serving  as  an  official  donation 
station  for  Toys  for  Tots  and  Operation:  One  Warm  Coat.  Help  us  spread 
joy  to  those  in  our  community  this  season  by  donating  a  new,  unwrapped 
toy  or  gently  used  coat  for  these  worthy  organizations. 

For  the  exceptional  real  estate  service  you  deserve,  contact  our  office  to 
speak  with  one  of  our  knowledgeable  local  Realtors  today. 

Coldwell  Banker 
San  Francisco  Market  Street 
2355  Market  Street 
415.437.4500 


COLDUieU. 
BANKER  □ 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 

©2007  Coldwell  Banker  Real  Estate  LLC.  Coldwell  Banker  is  a  registered  trademark  licensed  to  Coldwell  Banker  Real  Estate  LLC.  An  Equal  Opportunity  Company.  Equal  Housing  Opportunity.  Owned  And  Operated  By  NRT  LUC. 
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St.  Philip  Preschool 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


A  fun,  quality,  developmental  and  hands-on  year 
round  Catholic  preschool  for  3-5  year  olds  with  an 
exceptional  Pre-Kindergarten  Program  for  ages  4 
and  young  5’s. 

•  Featuring  High/Scope  and  a  blend  of  activity- 
play  and  child  centered  curricula  for  success 
and  independent  learning; 

■  Daily  preschool  exploration,  learning  centers 

and  curricula  include  « 

o  Art.  Music  and  Movement 
o  Science  and  Cooking 
o  Writing  and  early  Math 

o  Language  and  the  Arts; 

■  Experienced,  credentialed  teaching  staff  with 
low  child  to  teacher  ratio; 

■  A  must-see,  highly  rated  year  round  program; 

■  Spacious  outdoor  play  yard; 

*  Awarded  5  stars  by  “Savvy  Parent." 


To  request  information  or  to  schedule  a  tour,  please  contact 
Mrs  Hope  Peterson,  Director 
725  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  CA  94114 
(415)  282  0141 


■i  fa 


1 


f!  A|  <9 


PS 


INIG 


San  Francisco:  415.641.4407 
Berkeley:  510.540.5557 
Davis:  530.756.8048 

rikidesign.com 


Use  the  funds  in  your  flex  spending  account  for: 

■  Eyeglasses  and  sunglasses 

■  Contact  lenses 

■  Comprehensive  eye  exam 

■  Contact  lens  fitting/evaluation 


Gucci  •  Giorgio  &  Emporio  Armani  •  Christian  Dior  • 
ProDesign  •  Kate  Spade  •  Juicy  Couture  •  Marc  Jacobs  • 
Valentino  •  Hugo  Boss  •  Disney  •  Nike  •  Adidas  •  Silhouette 


Eeye  level 

optometry 

(415)  648-4200 
1544  Church  St.  (@  Duncan) 


Dr.  Bonnie  Ng 


The 

Scarlet  Sage 
Herb  Co. 


organic 

herbs  and  extracts 
vitamins  &  supplements 
natural  body  care 
homeopathy 
flower  essences 
aromatherapy 
unique  plant-inspired  gifts 

11:00  a.m.-6:30  p.m. 

Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
415-821-0997 

Herbalists  on  staff 
Classes  offered 


Remember  to  use  it 
by  December  31st 


A  Culinary  Journey  through  the 
Italian  Island  of  Sardinia 

TO  GO  ORDERS  WELCOME  - 
FOR  PIZZA  LOVERS! 

Open:  Tues.  -  Sun.  •  5:30  -  10:00  p.m. 
291  30th  Street  at  Church  •  415-550-81h 
www.laciccia.com 
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Duboce  Park /  Corona  Heights ,  $  1 ,249,000  Luxurious  full 
floor  condominium  in  quality  3  unit  building.  Spacious, 
architecturally  handsome  2  bedrooms,  2  marble  baths. 

Gourmet  chefs  kitchen,  gracious  living  room/  dinning  room 
with  fplc  features  city  lights  views,  Master  suite  with  fplc  leads 
out  to  a  private  patio.  Privately  keyed  elevator  opens  directly 
to  the  unit  High  ceilings,  Maple  hwd  floors,  crown  moldings,  in 
unit  washer/dryer  pkg  additional  storage  and  more. 
www.232castro.com 


A  perfect  Christmas  present  for  you.  Not  one,  but 
two,  beautiful  Victorian  apartments.  Redone!  New, 
kitchens  and  baths.  1 2'  ceilings,  hardwood  floors, 
fireplaces,  pocket  views,  a  garage,  and  a  tipy  garden. 
3BR/ 1  BA  and  2BR/ 1 ,5BA.  And  VACANT  And  walk  2 
blocks  to  shops  and  restaurants.  $  1 ,598,000  or  TICs 
849K  and  749K.  Yes, Virginia  there  is  a  Santa  Claus. 

Betty  Michael 

4 1 5.32 1 .4387  bmichael@hill-co.com 


Fantastic  contemporary  home  with  panoramic 
downtown  views.  4BR/3BA,  2  Car  parking. 
Fireplace,  garden,  roofdeck  Steps  to  Dolores  Park 
and  Castro  Vilage.  Excellent  condition!  $2,295,000 

Donna  Sullivan 

4 1 5.32 1 .4380  donnahouse@aol.com 
www.RealEstateDonnacom 


Thea  Miller 

415.321.31  16  tmiller@hill-co.com 


PORTOLA,  $639,000.  3BR/2BA  single  family  VIEW  home 
in  a  great  undiscovered  neighborhood!  And  more 
convenient  than  you  think!  Exceptional  value.  Move-in! 

Caitlin  Brown 

415.321.31  19  cbrown@hill-co.com 

Grace  Shohet 

4 1 5.32 1 .4248  gshohet@hill-co.com 


DramaticTop  floor  Condo  in  2-unrt  Building.  2 
BFV2BA/2-car  parking!  Loft  like,  open  floor-plan 
remodel  w.  huge  south  facing  deck  High  ceiling.  Great 
light  Fab  master  suite.  Coveted  cul-de-sac  location. 
$849,000.  Pictures  &  details  atwww.talklein.com. 


POTREROHILL  $1,110,000  618  Missouri 
Sun  2-4. Views  +  space!  3BFV3BA 
Condo  on  2-levels.  Built  in  2004.  Pkg  Decks. 

Lani  Curtis 

4 1 5.32 1 .4290  lcurtis@hill-co.com 


.com 


_ 


Huge  Remodeled  Mission  Dolores  Edwardian 
Seven  Room  Top  FloorTIC  Flat  Deck 
Leased  Parking.  $889,000 

Paula  Pagano 

4 1 5.32 1 .4220  ppagano@hill-co.com 

Jamie  Howell 

4 1 5.32 1 .4399  jamie@hill-co.com 


Modern  design  with  sex  appeal.  New  construction. 
Dramatic  Architectural  design.  3BR/2BA/2car 
parking  Townhouse!  Large  master  suite.  2  decks. 
Views.  Fabulous  location.  For  price,  pix  &  details, 
visit  www.talklein.com 

Tal  Klein 

415.321.4289  tal@talklein.com 


Revere  -  Bayview  $  1 ,995,000  Opportunity!  Income 
building  on  large  "L-shaped  lot  -  expansion  potential. 
On  3rd  St  in  Bayview  Commercial  Core.  I  -  3BFV2BA, 
plus  3-1 BR/I  BA  units,  GRM  1 3.5  Cap  Rate  6.73% 
www.5030thirdstreetcom 

Derek  Dubuque 

415.321.4385  ddubuque@hill-co.com 


IXLaun  REAL  L3T  Alt* 


1213  -  1215  Sanchez 


26 1  Henry  St.  -  Corona  Heights 


824  Olmsead  Street 


6I8A  Missouri 


3973  19th  St.  -  Eureka  Valley 


HILL  &  CO 


www.hill-co.com 


3899  24th  Street  (415)  824-1100  |  1 880  Lombard  Street  (415)  921-6000  |  2 1 07  Union  Street  (415)  921-6000 
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Moon  Over  the  City 

$  POEMS  BY  ANNA  VAN  DER  HEIDE  <$■ 


MOON  OVER  THE  CITY  ON  THE  BUS 


SUNDAY  MORNING  LOVERS  MAN  AT  THE  WINDOW 


A  milky  white 
ball  of  a  moon 
popped  out 
between  the 
slim  thighs 
of  the  tinsel-lined 
buildings, 
bruised  clouds 
rimmed 

with  a  silver  lining 
parted  the  way. 

Standing  enthralled 
in  mid-home  walk, 

I  pointed  it  out 
to  strangers 
who, 

when  their  eyes 
flew  upward, 
thanked  me 
as  if 

I  had  given  them 
a  gift. 

SATURDAY  MORNING 
FATHERS 

Gingerly  , 
they  carry  them 
in  colorful  bundles 
or  in  strollers, 
or  hand  in  hand 
toddling 
guarding 
as  with  their  lives 
their  charges  now 
in  the  early  morning 
quiet  streets 
as  Mommy  sleeps 
the  rare  sleep 
of  the  childless 
so  to  the  coffee  shops 
they  go. 

Daddy  knees 
sweet  donut  kissed, 
knotted  tissue  paper, 
applied  to  anxious  tears 
and  running  noses, 
clucking  and  reassuring 
till 

“Mommy  home  we  go” 
when  they  release 
their  children 
into  the  rumpled  bed 
of  marriage 
where  Mommy  stirs 
with  Mommy’s  warmth 
and  Mommy’s  welcome. 


Flattened 

against  the  early  morning 
intimacy  of  others 
damp  curls 
nicked  chins 
pocked  skin 
I  sit 

or  stand 
eye  level 
with  chest  hairs 
buttoned  flies 
taut  jeans 
caps  and  hats 
the  neat 

and  the  rumpled 
dozing  red-eyed 
or  slumped 

in  stony  concentration 
on  newspapers 
or  books 
amid 

bulging  briefcases 
and  the  bulky  heft 
of  shopping  bags 
and  the  skitter  of 
frail  tapping  canes 
all  pressed  together 
on  our  way 
to  work. 

RAIN  IN  THE  CITY 

Smells 
rise  warm 

from  the  rain  splattered 
sidewalk 

where  underneath 
the  trains  scuttle 
homeward  bound 
on  a  Friday  night. 

Clattering  wipers 
chase  the  pointed  fingers 
of  tears 

trailing  slowly  down 
car  windows 

in  the  red  and  yellow  reflection 
of  traffic  lights. 

Exhaust  pipes 

bellow  and  snort 

like  rhinos 

interspersed 

with  the  communion 

of  people  clinging 

together 

in  sodden  lines 

waiting  for 

the  savior 

of  buses. 


Sunday  morning  lovers 
stroll 

sleepy-headed 
amid  the  cotton 
pressed  smells 
of  early  morning 
laundromat  drying 
and  coffee  brew. 

Arm  in  arm 
intimately  entwined 
in  weekend  editions 
and  dog 
pulling  leashes, 
eyes  shy, 
blush  prone  and 
sore  in  secret  places 
where  juices 
still  flow, 
stumbling 
in  the  discovery 
of  new  tenderness, 
gingerly  wondering 
about  the  tomorrow 
of  their  newfound  love. 

POOPER-SCOOPER 

He  forgot 
his  pooper-scooper 
that  morning 
but  his  dog 
doggedly  shat 
anyway. 

In  the  consternation 
that  followed, 
he  lost  sight 
of  the  spot 
where  the 
shit  sat. 

In  guilty  frenzy 
expecting 
to  be  busted 
at  any  moment, 
he  searched 

among  the  blades  of  grass 
only  to  find 
a  penny, 
a  fake  ring, 

and  an  empty  cigarette  pack. 

He  never  did  find 
the  pile  of  poop 
which  to  this  day 
haunts  him  still. 


Bright  and  hot 

like  a  dime 

the  afternoon  sun 

streams  through 

the  office  window 

where  he  stands 

handsome  and  smart 

stroking  his  chin 

staring  at  the  familiar  bay 

now  dashed 

with  the  sharp  clips 

of  sailing  ships. 

He  wants  nothing  more 

than  to  refresh 

his  soul  in 

the  icy  blue  water 

or 

to  wreak  havoc 
with  his  domestic  life 
and  catch  a  ride 
on  the  ship 
now  steaming 
under  the  bridge 
headed  out 
to  open  sea. 

(he  imagines 

the  crew  unpacking, 

steadied  for  adventure) 

Yet 

he  stands  there 

immobile, 

pinned 

under  the  grim  weight 
of  tomorrow’s  deadline. 


ANNA  VAN  DER  HEIDE 

Born  in  Amsterdam,  Anna  Van  der  Heide  is  a  writer, 
knitter,  and  grandmother  of  three.  She  has  been  writ¬ 
ing  poetry  since  her  introduction  to  the  art  by  the 
Beat  poets — mainly  Gregory  Corso — whom  she 
knew  in  Paris  during  the  early  1960s.  She  describes 
her  work  as  brief  intimate  portraits  of  what  she  sees 
in  everyday  life.  'Tve  never  studied  poetry.  I  just  teel 
it — in  my  bones.”  Van  der  Heide  is  bicoastal,  living 
in  Noe  Valley  during  the  winter  and  in  central  Maine 
during  the  summer.  Her  poem  “Saturday  Morning 
Fathers"  stemmed  from  her  observations  of  fathers 
and  children  at  Starbucks  gn  24th  Street,  she  says.  “1 
always  thought  them  to  be  very  touching.”  Two  of  her 
essays,  I  Live  in  Noe  Valley — Wow!”  and  “Emotional 
Street  Turbulence,”  have  been  published  in  past  issues 
of  the  Voice.  They  are  available  for  re-reading,  in  our 
archives  at  www.mevatUyvoice.com. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to  submit  fiction,  literary  nonfiction,  or  poetry  for  publication  on  the  Last  Page.  Mail  manuscripts,  which  should  be  no  more  than 
1,500  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Ore-mail  lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  an  SASE  if  you  want  your  manuscript  returned.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


